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extraordinary. As we head out of this 
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Let love and kindness be our roadmap.
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The Times They Are A-Changing  
 
Our world is changing at breakneck 
speed. Social reforms, technological 
advances, artificial intelligence, and 
automation are all shaping a much 
different future. The COVID-19 
pandemic showed us the value of 
working from home and staying 
apart to keep each other safe. No 
matter how you look at it 2020 will 
be a benchmark year in American 
and World history. With all this 
change comes the question of how 

and what should the Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago do? My answer 
is that we need to be nimble and flexible and ready to change 
with the times as well. Over the next few years, people will be 
forced to re-educate themselves professionally to keep up with the 
advancements because jobs of the future will be much different than 
the jobs of the past. The Scottish Rite needs to do the same. We need 
to re-educate ourselves on how we operate and what we can do to 
function more efficiently in this new reality. It’s our obligation to learn 
from our history, and adapt it to the present to help us better prepare 
for the future.   
 
But that does not mean we should change our values and 
foundational Masonic beliefs. Those values of Reverence for God, 
Integrity, Justice, Tolerance, Devotion to Country, and Service to 
Humanity will never get old. But the way we talk about them, 
administer them or present them will need some updating from time 
to time. One of those moments in our long and storied history is upon 
us now. COVID-19 allowed us to re-evaluate the way we do things. 
Like any smart stock, the investor says “a downturn in the market is 
simply an opportunity.”  The same opportunity is upon our Fraternity 
now. I am putting together a report on how we can thrive in a new 
era with the same traditions and values but new tactics and updated 
communications. I want to start a discussion with you about what this 
will look like. I value your input and hope we can share a conversation 
and discuss ideas about how to move forward and not only survive 
but thrive. If you have thoughts please send them to me. I would love 
to start a dialogue and collaborate on helping to make the Scottish 
Rite Valley of Chicago the very best of what Freemasonry has to offer.   

Dave Koss 
Executive Secretary 

          
Executive Secretary 
Corner

Scottish Rite Face Masks
As the Valley of Chicago re-opens with the State of Illinois plan, we are 
excited to have you back. When attending events and meetings we will 
have some guidelines to assure your safety. We will require that a mask be 
worn until CDC regulations allow.  We hope everyone understands these 
are temporary policies until further notice. Please bear with us during this 
transition and know that every decision we’ve made is with our member’s 
safety in mind. The Valley of Chicago will have masks available for you if you 
do not have one of your own. 



To the Deputy, Deputy Representative, Active Emeritus, 
Presiding Officers, Officers of the Lodge of Perfection 
and Members of the Valley of Chicago:

I come to you humbly and most sincerely to say thank 
you, Thank you for allowing me to serve you as the 
Thrice Potent Master for the previous year.

I had some big shoes to fill to make this body proud and 
I hope I have accomplished just a part of that.

While there were many items on the agendas of myself 
and my fellow presiding officers our plans have changed 
from March 15 to the current day. Believe me, it was not 
by our choice, but it is what had to be done.

What a year we have had. We have had guest speakers, 
educational programs, and some amazingly fun events. 
We shared some lasting brotherhood, that cannot be 
taken away.

Our Fraternal Relations nights were above the expecta-
tions of all. Our Fall Reunion will never be forgotten by 
anyone that attended.

Our goal as the executive committee is to continue this 
tradition and give you, the members of the greatest val-
ley in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, a value that 
cannot be duplicated.

While we have had a tremendous set back that most 
of us have not seen in our lifetime, we continue to work 
with the Cathedral Board to provide support and help 
to each one of you. From weekly calls to almoner sup-
port, to meals and groceries if needed. We are here for 
you and your families.

I would be remiss if I did not offer some additional 
thanks. 

To Brother David Koss and his team, I thank you for your 
assistance and rapid response to all of our requests this 
year.

To our past presiding officers of the Lodge, I thank you 
for your leadership and knowledge.  To the officers of 
the Lodge of Perfection, I thank you personally for your 
kindness and support. 

My fellow presiding officers who make up the executive 
committee, I thank you for your support in asking me to 
take on the role as Chairman of the Executive commit-
tee. From day one, we tried to devise a plan to make our 
members number one, and I can only hope we accom-
plished that for you. 

Some additional thanks to offering are to Brother Joe 
Schiavone, who signed my petition to join freemasonry 
and started me on a journey that I would never asked 
to be changed.

To Brother Jay Faermark, MSA, what a great mentor 
and some of the greatest advice I have ever received 
from any one man.

To one man and Brother, in particular, Ill. Brother Antho-
ny R. Cracco, 33o, I thank you for all you have offered me 
in my Scottish Rite and Masonic Career. You have liter-
ally been there since day one for me and have always 
offered great advice and support, I can only hope I have 
made you proud.

To my loving and caring wife, I can never say thank you 
enough for your continued support. Sometimes we for-
get our Masonic Widows, but I can not forget to thank 
her for everything.

My brethren of the Valley of Chicago, I charge you to 
continue to work with the officers to make your expe-
rience better. Tell them what you need. Tell them what 
you want to see us do. Take part in a degree. Work with 
the many various committees in the valley and make 
the change you want to see.

I can also say, my experience as an officer has been 
nothing short of amazing. Take the time, step up, and 
ask a presiding officer to put you into a line and take 
part in the leadership of this valley, as you will not be 
sorry.

As my year as Thrice Potent Master has come to a close, 
I can say, YES, it is true what they tell  you, “Don’t blink, 
because before you know it, it will be over.” 

We have come a long way with this valley, and we con-
tinue to move forward and progress towards perfec-
tion. Not human perfection, but that spiritual and moral 
perfection that we all strive to achieve.

My brethren, I thank you, I love you all and I respectfully 
request the acceptance of this report.

Fraternally,

Angelo S. Deserio
Thrice Potent Master
Van Rensselaer Lodge 
of Perfection

Annual Report of Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection

Annual Reports
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Illustrious Deputy Representative, Illustrious Active 
Emeritus, Illustrious Brothers, my Dear Brothers All:

I hope that this message finds you and your family in good 
health and good spirits. For the last two years, I have had 
the privilege to observe the inner workings of the Executive 
Committee and the Board of Directors, and I am very proud 
to share my observations with you. There have been many 
significant changes within our Valley during this time. 
We have a new Deputy Representative, a new Executive 
Secretary, and many new roles and responsibilities have 
been modified or created. It is my hope, and my personal 
belief, that these major changes have gone on largely 
unnoticed by the members of the Valley in general. There 
has been a tremendous effort on the part of so many 
individuals in order to make this possible for us. I would 
like to bring to light some of those individuals. 

I will begin with two of my fellow Presiding Officers, Bro. 
Angelo Deserio and Ill. Bro. Lance Welter, VA, MSA, 33°. 
I have watched these two Masons put in more hours of 
work than are available each week. I honestly do not know 
how they did it. With all the changes happening in our 
Valley they instilled a new vigor to refresh and renew 
all aspects of our operations. With their guidance, we 
completely revamped the annual budget, updated the 
by-laws of all the bodies, and pledged that if our Valley 
was going to host a meeting it was going to be an event 
you would not want to miss. With every line item on the 
budget and every decision regarding an event or reunion, 
there was only one item weighed on the scale opposing 
it; Is this the best use of the Valley’s resources to provide 
a genuine benefit to the most amount of our members? 
If the answer was, “Yes” we changed it. The work these 
men did during their term will have an enormously positive 
effect on our Valley for many, many years to come. I think 
it’s important that you know that.

Another great example of the tremendous effort that goes 
largely unseen is the Labors of Ill. Bro. Stanley Smith, MSA, 
33°, and his staff. Many of our events have a theme. The 
way that theme is communicated most prominently is by 
transforming our beautiful facility into a completely new 
space. I am continually amazed by how much he is able to 
accomplish with so very little provided to him. As a result 
of the many changes happening with our budget and 
committees, the holiday party last year slipped through 
the cracks…but you probably didn’t notice, thanks to the 
truly impressive creativity and skill of Ill. Bro. Stanley. And 
for those of you that attended the ‘Speak Easy’ event, you 
already understand. What you might not know is how 
many hours it takes to make our events so enjoyable and 
memorable. It takes a lot, Brothers. 

Everything we do is possible due to the hard work and 
devotion of our office staff. Bro. Dave Koss and his team 
do so much for us, and the less obvious it is, the better 
job they did. They work a lot longer and a lot harder, with 
much more heart than I have ever worked in any job I’ve 
held. 

I admire them, and we all depend on them. Their value 
cannot be overstated. 

While there are many more groups of people that I could 
mention, I would like to conclude with a focus on our 
Almoner’s Office. We are all in the grips of this challenging 
pandemic, which has changed so much of our daily life. 
The moment the ‘Shelter in Place’ order was given in 
Illinois and our Grand Master decreed that our meetings 
be placed on hold, the entire focus of everyone on every 
committee shifted to the welfare of our fellow Scottish 
Rite Masons. It was truly emotional to behold. All Masons 
speak of ‘Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth’, but we aren’t 
often given the opportunity to have our convictions tested. 
We are all in the midst of that test right now. The response 
I have seen from the Valley of Chicago and the Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction has made me so proud of my 
affiliation. I hope you feel that same pride. Ill. Bro. James 
Patton, 33°, Bro. Bradley Baker, VA, and Bro. Kristeffor 
Caldwell, along with their volunteers have made hundreds 
upon hundreds of phone calls to reach out to every one of 
our members. Imagine that…imagine the time and effort 
involved to reach out to everyone. Asking them if they are 
safe. Asking them if they are in need. Asking them if we can 
help. Yes, WE. They are calling on our behalf, not on behalf 
of the Valley. What is the value of the peace of mind they 
are providing? This is Masonry, my Brothers. These times 
may be challenging, but they are also the opportunity to 
prove that we walk as well as we talk. These Brothers are 
helping us keep our obligations.

My Brothers, we have done everything possible to ensure 
that we hit the ground running when these challenging 
times pass us by. I am eagerly looking forward to greeting 
each of you when we can meet again in our hallowed 
halls. I hope that you feel the same pride that I do when 
we consider that we are members of this great Fraternity, 
and our Valley of Choice. 

In these times of uncertainty and change we can, each of us, 
anchor ourselves on our Masonic values, our commitment 
to each other, and to our Scottish Rite Valley. Many things 
may change, but the most important of them will never do 
so. I am so very grateful to serve as an officer of our Valley, 
and I am so very grateful to call each of you my Brother.

Yours Most Sincerely and Fraternally,

Chad M. Lacek, HGA
Sovereign Prince
Chicago Council 
Princes of Jerusalem

Annual Report of Chicago Council Princes of Jerusalem 
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Illustrious Active, Illustrious Active Emeritus, Illustrious 
Brothers and Grand Elect Masons all;

My second and final year as Most Wise Master of the 
Chapter of Rose Croix has been defined by fellowship 
and brotherly love. At the Valley of Chicago, we have had 
great Fraternal Relations Nights in the Fall and Spring. Our 
membership introduced perspective Masons to the Scot-
tish Rite and our beautiful cathedral. These men learned 
many facts about the history of our Valley, our degree sys-
tem, and our contributions to Masonry as a whole.

At the last Fall Reunion, new candidates and members 
witnessed the 18° which is administered by the Chapter of 
Rose Croix. The elected and appointed officers in the Rose 
Croix have stepped up over the last few years to present 
the 18° on a very high level. Our Orator, Kris Caldwell, and 
our Master of Ceremonies, Eric Scanlan, served as Direc-
tor and Assistant Director respectively. The officers’ core 
exemplify leadership and will take our Valley in a healthy, 
prosperous, and productive direction.

Our wives and families are the backbone and foundation of 
the membership. The Valley’s Executive Committee which 
is composed of the heads of the four Scottish Rite Bodies 
have refocused and re-energized many events to be more 
family orientated. From the Fall Festival to the Christmas 
Party, events are strengthening ties in the Fraternity and 
with our families. I believe that the Valley’s future leader-
ship will emulate our successes.

I have also been serving as the Museum and Library Com-
mittee Chairman for over five years. After leaving the posi-
tion of Most Wise Master, I plan to continue as Chairman. I 
would like to thank Carl Peterson, 32° and John Marquardt, 
32° who have volunteered tirelessly in the library. I would 
also like to thank our Museum Director, Amanda Wolf who 

has been instrumental in putting our organization on the 
right path with policies and procedures, organizing and 
cataloging the collection, and exhibition support for events 
among other things. Ms. Wolf also assisted the Valley with 
the preparation of an appraisal of our entire art collec-
tion. The last appraisal was done when the building first 
opened in 2012. This is very important as it indicates the 
value of our assets which are managed by the Cathedral 
Association.

Finally, I want to say that we are living in unprecedented 
times. The coronavirus outbreak has crippled our health-
care system and global economy. There is also uncertain-
ty on how life will be after the pandemic has subsided. 
Recently I volunteered to call members of our Fraternity to 
inquire if they needed assistance. Our Brothers thanked me 
and many just enjoyed the fellowship. We must remember 
as Masons to be unified in the support of our members, 
local communities, and society at large. The Scottish Rite 
teaches us that the ‘Law of Love is practiced in the hearts 
of men’ where our care sets the foundations or are allegor-
ically the ‘stones’ for which present and future generations 
rest upon.

So Mote It Be.

Antwane O. Lee
Most Wise Master
Gourgas Chapter Rose Croix

Annual Report of Gourgas Chapter Rose Croix

“The Philosopher’s Stone is an ancient 
symbol of the perfected and regenerated 
man whose divine nature shines forth.... 
As the rough diamond is dull and lifeless 
when first removed from the black carbon, 
so the spiritual nature of man in its 
“fallen” state reveals little, if any, of its 
inherent luminosity.... He who possesses the 
Philosopher’s Stone possesses Truth, the 
greatest of all treasures, and is therefore 
rich beyond the calculation of man; he is 
immortal because Reason takes no account 
of death and he is healed of Ignorance- the 
most loathsome of all diseases.”

                             ~ Bro. Manly P. Hall, 33°



Illustrious Active, Illustrious Active Emeritus, Illustrious 
Brothers and Grand Elect Masons all;

I bring you greetings and salutations from your 2018-
2020 Oriental Consistory line.

As Fraternal Secretary and Treasurer reports have been 
given, we shall dispense with any additional reference and 
move to the of the Valley of Chicago’s Oriental Consistory 
Annual Report.

Over the past year, our Consistory once again placed a high 
priority on leadership development.  It was during one of 
our monthly meetings, Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs was 
discussed and how it may be applied in leadership, spe-
cifically the three highest needs, Belonging (friendship), 
Esteem (accomplishment), and Self-actualization (poten-
tial).  Our 2nd Lieutenant Karl  Nygard, suggested, to con-
tinue to explore Maslow’s theories, we might consider 
attending the 2019 Willow Brook GLS – Global Leader-
ship Summit.  This summit, given yearly, is designed to 
continue the team’s leadership development by identify-
ing goals and potential resources needed to advance the 
Valley of Chicago’s vision and mission.  

We reviewed the agenda for the GLS and in fact, did 
attend.  The presentations covered many different aspects 
and theories of leadership, but the ones we, as a group, 
felt addressed areas of our leadership growth, while help-
ing us with a better understanding of Maslow’s theories, 
included:

Craig Groeschel – Bending the Curve
Ben Sherwood – Leading and Succeeding in the 
Age of Disruption
Jason Dorsey - Generational Clues Uncovered
Jia Jiang – Rejection Proof
Bear Grylis - Soul Fuel

As we did our retrospective on this two-day summit, we 
realized the value of the learnings and takeaways should 
be experienced by all line officers.  In the next  Executive 
Board Meetings, we have recommended that each line, to 
continue the growth of leaders the Valley of Chicago will 
need in the future, should consider making attendance a 
priority for all officers and that it could be beneficial to the 
entire membership if we could arrange a complete show-
ing of the Summit in our auditorium. 

For the Fall Reunion, the Consistory Officers looked 
towards one of our members for leadership inspiration- 
Brother Edward Hall, 32° Scottish Rite Mason.  Brother 
Hall is one of the last survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack.  
Brother Hall was at Hickam Field on December 7, 1941, 
when the first wave of Japanese planes attacked.  Albeit, 
Brother Hall’s main message was not about his experience 
and leadership during the war, but how his Masonic learn-
ings and teachings have guided him through his life both 
then and now. 

Having attended Willow Brook Global Leadership Sum-
mit, sat, spoke, and learned from our own “famous” leader 

Brother Ed Hall, it was time for the Oriental Consistory to 
lead and support the Statewide Spring Reunion in Bloom-
ington, Illinois on March 6th and 7th, 2020.  Each of nine 
Illinois Scottish Rite Consistories presented one degree 
with the Valley of Chicago presenting the 26°, Friend and 
Brother Eternal.  This his was an outstanding Scottish Rite 
Day, bring together all nine valleys to just for the degrees 
but more importantly, the hallway/water cooler discus-
sions – the discussions from which one learns. 

On behalf of; Angelo S. Deserio, Thrice Potent Master, 
Chad M. Lacek, HGA, Sovereign Prince, and Antwane O. 
Lee, Most Wise Master, we thank; Brothers Blasius, Cald-
well, Hartl, Nygard, Preston, Giese, Sobecki for their out-
standing performances in the 26° degree, Brother Mark 
Victoria, Consistory Color Bear, for his direction,  leader-
ship, and coordination of the 26°. For their work in ward-
robe and make-up Brothers Slomiany, Tejeck, Hennebry, 
Riggs and Brothers Nokes and Messineo for their support 
of the Knights of St. Andrews.

To say the Oriental Consistory has had an interesting year 
is rather oxymoronic. From attending the two-day Willow 
Brook Global Leadership Summit, a weekend with Brother 
Edward Hall, a survivor of the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor,  supporting the Statewide Scottish Rite Reunion, 
to, unfortunately,  fighting a war with an unseen enemy 
– an enemy causing us to rethink our meetings, degree 
work, and our general brotherhood strategies.  Yet, even 
with these temporary inconveniences, they have done 
nothing but strengthen our commitment to our core Scot-
tish Rite values; Reverence to God, Devotion to Country, 
Sense of Justice, Tolerance to Others, and, most impor-
tantly, Service to our Masonic Brothers.  

Remember, this too shall pass.

I ask the acceptance of this annual report.

Respectfully submitted,
Lance J. Welter, VA, MSA, 33o

Commander-in-Chief
Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.

Annual Report of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.
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When going through a museum’s collection’s it is easy 
to uncover artifacts that make one wonder about the 
stories they can tell.  One such object is this hand held 
projector that features a Beehive motif with bees that 
rotate around the hive when the crank is in motion.  The 
use and history of this artifact is still a mystery, however, 
the Beehive motif has a compelling Masonic backstory.  
 
The Beehive often brings to mind a well-organized group 
of insects working together for a common goal. The 
term generally associated with it is Industry. Not in the 
modern sense of massive machines working to stamp 
out multiple like items, but in the more ancient sense 
of a group of individuals working to create something. 
 
Our ancient operative brothers who came from the 
guilds of the middle-ages, industry in the old meaning 
was how things were accomplished by individuals 
who were assigned specific tasks based on their skill 
level. Some might merely be carrying a stone or other 
material to the more experienced brothers who would 
then fashion the proper piece for the structure. Others 
put their skills to use planning how the structure would 
come together and what tasks the experienced brothers 
would be doing to help complete the construction. No 
one group was the lynchpin to the project or structure, 
yet all were critical to make the project a success. 
 
Fast forward to the arrival of speculative masonry, 
and you have a hive of a new kind. There is a structure 
that requires workers on all levels to make the hive 
(lodge) function and be successful. More experienced 
brothers in the craft share their knowledge with newer 
“workers” in the hive (lodge), all the while realizing that 
they have their task in the hive (lodge) to do their part 
to make the lodge function properly and to succeed 
with the projects at hand. There is a leader of the hive 
(lodge), like the Worshipful Master, who reads the 
plans and guides the workers to a successful project. 
 
Whether you are talking about our ancient operative 
brothers or the modern hive (lodge), the end goal 
is still the same. A group of individuals working 
together for a common goal- the success of any one 

By Amanda Wolf
Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago Museum Director

individual is essential since it helps the larger structure 
of the hive (lodge) succeed. Even with that opportunity 
for individual success and growth, we still see the need 
for the overall structure of the hive (lodge) to succeed. 
The hive (lodge) must succeed; otherwise, the individual 
accomplishment has a reduced meaning, possibly 
even making the individual success meaningless.  
 
The idea for the hive (lodge) is to assemble those who can 
best work together, and best agree on the common goal 
of the hive (lodge). It is through this concept of industry 
that our ancient operative brothers were able to create 
grand cathedrals and other enduring structures. It is also 
how modern Freemasonry makes successful lodges, 
some enduring for hundreds of years.

The beehive has been said to be a metaphor 
for the working lodge with seven bees flying 
around the hive, making a perfect lodge.
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David K. Cooper
Dale L. Corrice
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Richard H. Englund
Robert R. Engstrom
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Craig A. Erickson
Dean C. Erickson
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Richard A. Fabris Jr.
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Richard R. Fogle
Stephen W. Ford
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Michael Grand
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Edward E. Hall, 33°
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Kenneth A. Hoes
Michael K. Hoeth
David H. Holan
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Fredric J. Holtgren
Harvey V. Hoyer
Lawrence D. Inglis, 33°
Henry G. Inselberger
Ronald L. Jansen
John D. Jawor
Ronald R. Johnson
David L. Johnson
John R. Jorgenson
Gerald J. Kaapke Sr.
Noel J. Kalis, MSA, 33°
Richard J. Kalivoda
Sheldon L. Kantoff
Loren P. Karner
Frank J. Katzbeck
Dennis M. Kellerman
Andrew A. Keppy, 33°
Lawrence A. Kerkstra
Burton A. Kessler
Lawrence R. Keyser
August H. Kirch
Mark K. Kirkwood
David R. Koss
Christopher K. Koster
Chad M. Lacek, HGA
Wayne C. Larson
Brent H. Leder
Antwane O. Lee
Douglas L. Leffler
Richard A. Leidolf
Rein Lints
Sam V. Loiacono, MSA
Charles F. Long
John A. Loucks
David P. Lynch
James E. Mack
Domenico W. Mancini
Eugene C. Manley
Irwin H. Mann
John P. Marquardt, MSA
Tameron W. Martin
David A. Martin, 33°
Daniel O. Mathes
Roger A. Maxwell
Bruce A. Maxwell
Matthew C. McAloon
Roy J. McCommons
Richard C. McGlone
James E. McKinnon, 33°
John McMurray
Earl T. Medansky
Glenn J. Michalek
David P. Miller, 33°
Michael J. Mitchell

Richard W. Mitchell
Ronald N. Mitrovich
John J. Momich
John R. Moreland
Leslie A. Morris Jr.
Ronald E. Murtaugh
Ronald J. Naden
Bryan M. Newson
Mark D. Nokes
Bernard M. North, 33°
Thomas F. Nugent
Karl J. Nygard
Henry G. Oliveros
Gerald L. Olsen
Paul E. O'Machel
William W. Orr
Thomas R. Osborne
James D. Pankiewicz II
Noah R. Panlilio
James W. Patton, 33°
Vytautas V. Paukstys, VA
Joseph W. Pegoraro, MSA
Carl S. Peterson, MSA
Raymond W. Pfeiffer II
William H. Poole Jr.
B. J. Potter
Robert G. Proudfoot, MSA
Andrew T. Przybylo
Richard Purler Jr.
Corwin D. Querrey Jr.
Macario J. Ramos Jr., 33°
Bruce W. Rhinehart, 33°
James D. Ridder
John D. Riggs, MSA
Donald H. Roberts
Thomas A. Robinette
Kevin R. Roeske
George W. Rogers
Henry Rojek
Barry I. Rothschild
Rogelio A. Rudas Sr.
Brian R. Rusthoven
Roger E. Salamon
John G. Sanger
Joseph H. Santisteban, 33°
Edward J. Satala
Shibli M. Sawalha
Donald C. Schloemer
Benjamin A. Schroeder
William J. Shaner, 33°
Arthur J. Sherman
Daniel L. Siemeck
Harold E. Sievers
James A. Sim

Thomas L. Smith
William J. Smith, MSA, 33°
Jack R. Snader
Rupert C. Solis
Bruce J. Spillar
Russell A. Sprenger
Gerald J. Steffen
Edward C. Steffy, MSA, 33°
Edward F. Steigelmann
Trevor T. Steinbach
James D. Stinespring Jr.
Paul D. Stoltman
Kenneth J. Stortz
Herbert L. Summers
James E. Sunagel
Jody M. Switzer
Paul J. Tannish Jr.
Robert G. Thiede
George E. Tomasek
Henry C. Tonigan III, 33°
Peter W. Torroll
David C. Toth
Edito V. Tumamak
Richard E. Uzzell
Jorge A. Valdez
Robert J. Vallee
Richard Vanderhoef
Elliott A. Velez
Jonathan E. Velez
Martin G. Vilimek, MSA
James W. Voss
Raymond Wechman
Lance J. Welter, VA, MSA, 33° 
Charles L. Wetherington
Aaron J. Wilcox
Albert Wilhelm
Kim M. Williamson
Benjamin F. Wilson
Alois J. Wolf
James K. Woods
Richard E. Yena, 33°
John L. Yonkers Jr.
George E. Young
Alexis Zemaitis
Bruce R. Ziebarth
LeRoy G. Zimmerman
Bruce H. Zimmerman
Edmond N. Zisook
Richard J. Zoladz

Special Thanks for the Almoner’s Fund Donations!  
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Scientists and medical researchers have for years have 
differed over the exact definition of a pandemic (is it a 
pandemic, or an epidemic), but one thing everyone agrees 
on is that the word describes the widespread occurrence 
of disease, in excess of what might normally be expected 
in a geographical region.

Cholera, bubonic plague, smallpox, and influenza are 
some of the most brutal killers in human history. And 
outbreaks of these diseases across international borders, 
are properly defined as pandemic, especially smallpox, 
which throughout history, has killed between 300-500 
million people in its 12,000 year existence.

Beginning in December 2019, in the region of Wuhan, 
China, a new (“novel”) coronavirus began appearing in 
human beings. It has been named Covid-19, a shortened 
form of “coronavirus disease of 2019.” This new virus 
spreads incredibly quickly between people, due to its 
newness – no one on earth has an immunity to Covid-19, 
because no one had Covid-19 until 2019. While it was 
initially seen to be an epidemic in China, the virus spread 
worldwide within months. The WHO declared Covid-19 
a pandemic in March, and by the end of that month, the 
world saw more than a half-million people infected and 
nearly 30,000 deaths. The infection rate in the US and 
other nations was still spiking.

With the coronavirus pandemic, people all over the world 
have become more aware of the best practices during a 
pandemic, from careful hand-washing to social distancing. 
Countries across the world declared mandatory stay-at-
home measures, closing schools, businesses, and public 
places. Dozens of companies and many more independent 
researchers began working on tests, treatments, and 
vaccines. The push for the human race to survive the 
pandemic became the primary concern in the world.

The outcome of the Covid-19 pandemic is impossible to 
predict, at the time of this writing. But we can learn from 
pandemics in history to determine our best courses. These 
are our teachers – the Spanish flu, the AIDS pandemic, 
and more.

(Credit: MPHonline)

Pandemics in History
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Rosslyn Chapel is one of the most extraordinary churches 
in the world, but most people do not know the real history 
behind the chapel, architecture, and carvings.

Between the years 1406 and 1513 thirty-seven collegiate 
churches were built under the reigns of James I and James 
IV.  These churches were created to spread intellectual 
and spiritual knowledge.  The extravagance of the church 
depended on the wealth of its founder. Rosslyn Chapel 
was one of these collegiate churches.  Sir William St. Clair 
founded Rosslyn Chapel in 1446 and the first foundation 
stone was laid on September 21, 1446.

The chapel is filled both inside and out with carvings with 
notable meanings.  On the roof, there are two carvings of 
sunflowers signifying the new world; however, at the time 
of building, they had not been to the modern world yet.  
In the middle of one of the towers, there is a flower called 
the Beehive, because until very recently, bees lived in this 
tower, flying in a specially carved entrance in the heart of 
a flower. The Beehive, with its precious gold contents, has 
been a symbol of hidden treasure for centuries.  Bees were 
considered a symbol of the Merovingian dynasty, which is 
believed to be the guardians of the Templar treasure and 
the descendants of Mary Magdalene. The Beehive is also 
a masonic symbol that is seen on the collages of masonic 
imagery. 

Four towers on the roof are unlike the rest with French suit 
symbols on modern-day playing cards. These symbols are 
thought to have a connection to the Knights Templers even 
though the Roman Church officially dissolved the Knights 
Templar in 1312, which is 134 years later, indicating that 
the Knights Templar may have continued as an organized 
body in Scotland until at least that time. 

The choir is the most significant part of the church, 
surrounded by finely decorated arches and detailed 
carvings. 
 
The ceiling of the choir is highly decorated. It has five 
different sections to it, Five-pointed stars, roses, flowers, 
lilies, and daisies.  Among its stars are to be found four 
angels, the moon, the sun a dove, and barely visible in the 
bottom right-hand corner of the north side, the face of 
Christ with his hand raised in blessing.

Along the aisles of the church, many carvings represent 

different cultures and beliefs.  Often masons disagree on 
the meanings of some of the carvings. One such carving is 
considered by some to be a Vesica Pisces that is a symbol 
of harmony and balance.  Others believe it is the Crown of 
Thorns that Jesus wore during his crucifixion. Above the 
altar, the statue is the Virgin Mary holding an infant Jesus. 
There is a carving that, to some, is considered the Angels 
rolling away from the stone from Christ’s tomb to others; it 
is considered Jacobs pillow from the bible. 

Two pillars stand out amongst the others in the Lady 
Chapel that has a famous story still told to this day.

The Master Mason, having received a model of a pillar 
of exquisite artistry and design, hesitated to proceed in 
carving until he had gone to Rome to see the original. In 
his absence, an apprentice, having dreamt that he had 
finished the pillar, at once set to work and carried out the 
design as it now stands a perfect marvel of artistry. The 
Master Mason, on his return, was so stung with envy that 
he asked who dared to do it in his absence. On being told 
that it was his apprentice, he was so inflamed with rage 
and passion that he struck him with a mallet, killed him on 
the spot, and paid the penalty for his rash and cruel act. 
Carvings of the Master Mason and Apprentice, who has 
a gash on his forehead to show the way in which he had 
been murdered, are near the two pillars. 

There are more than 100 green men carved in Rosslyn 
Chapel, and many believe they are a link to Celtic pre-
Christian and druidic religions, which flourished in Britain 
before the establishment of the Roman church. Rosslyn is 
the only chapel that has a full-body Green Man.  There is a 
carving of an angel bound and hung upside down believed 
to be the fallen angel, Lucifer. 

In the South Aisle, there is a carving of King Darius’ Trial 
of Wisdom in Latin it translates to say, Helping the needy, 
Clothing the naked, looking after the sick, and visiting those 
in prison. The chapel has Depictions of the Seven Virtues 
and the Seven Deadly Sins mentioned in the Catholic 
religion.  Placed right next to a window is a carving of 
Moses holding one of the ten commandment tablets.  

While excavating Rosslyn, it was discovered that Sir 
William St. Clair planned a massive cruciform structure 
with orientation due East and West, marked out by the 
solar ray.  Due to his death in 1484 and the original plans 

Rosslyn Chapel
A Brief Look at the History and Architectural Symbolism  

By Amanda Wolf
Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago Museum Director
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being lost, the structure remains unfinished.   After 
his death, his son Sir Oliver St. Clair, laid his father to 
rest in the chapel and placed a roof on the choir with 
a stone vault but nothing more towards his father’s 
plans.  In 1571,  as the Reformation took hold the 
chapel was taken by force and violence into secular.  
In 1592 Oliver St. Clair was forced to appear in 
front of the General Assembly, who threatened to 
excommunicate him if he did not destroy the altars 
of the church.  Oliver refused to destroy the altars, 
and the chapel soon fell victim to neglect.

During the civil war in 1650, Cromwell’s troops 
attacked Rosslyn Castle and used the chapel as a 
stable for their horses.  On December 11, 1688, 
Rosslyn was severely damaged when angry citizens 
from Edinburgh and Roslin mobbed it in reaction to 
protestant William of Orange displacing Catholic 
James II.  St. James St. Clair glazed the windows, 
repaired the roof, and re-laid the floor in 1736, after 
which the chapel was sealed until it reopened for 
services after being rededicated by the Bishop of 
Edinburgh and the Bishop of Brechin in 1862. In 
the years 1880, the fourth Earl of Rosslyn Francis 
Robert hired a young man named Andrew Kerr, who 
added the baptistry with an organ loft above it. 

In 1915, Sir Robert Lorimer covered the roof with 
asphalt to prevent it from crumbling.  In 1950, the 
sixth Earl of Rosslyn, Anthony, repaired the crypt 
roof, cleaned interior carvings, and added stained 
glass to the baptistry.  In 1954, Rosslyn Chapel was 
washed with an ammonia/water mixture and then 
sealed, unfortunately, damaging the stones. In 1997, 
the asphalt was removed, and a steel structure 
constructed over to help with the drying process.   In 
2000, the Rosslyn Trust started the second phase of 
repair work by stabilizing the east boundary walls, 
a new Caithness slate roof constructed over the 
existing one, buildings beside the chapel became 
functional, the crypt stairs were supported, electrical 
work and the wooden screen on the west end was 
repaired.

Due to the increased tourism since 2000, the chapel 
has increased its revenue, allowing for storyboards 
to be installed explaining the history and important 
carvings.   There is more to learn and discover about 
Rosslyn Chapel, but now you have gotten a taste of 
what Rosslyn Chapel truly is.  
 

Continued...
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In a blog post written in March for the official Museum & 
Library blog, I introduced readers to this document from 
the collection—Supreme Council member Benjamin Dean’s 
(1824-1897) 1865 hand-written preamble and resolutions 
regarding the assassination of Abraham Lincoln (1809-
1865). In this article, I would like to introduce readers, once 
again, to Dean’s 1865 document, to examine its meaning, 
and to explore Mr. Lincoln’s connection to Freemasonry in 
greater detail.

In the Supreme Council of Sovereign Inspectors General 
33º for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States,
May 17, 1865.

Since the last annual meeting of this Supreme Council 
the nation has been deprived of its chief magistrate by 
the hand of an assassin.

It is peculiarly fit + proper that a body assembled from 
all the States of our Jurisdiction, and representing so 
largely our numerous + influencial [sic] brotherhood, a 
brotherhood whose ancient charges inculcate among 
its first duties – “to be peaceable citizens + cheerful-
ly to conform to the laws of the country in which we 
reside – to avoid being concerned in plots and conspir-
acies against government + cheerfully to submit to the 
decisions of the Supreme Legislature; it is fit + proper 
that such an assemblage – true to its teachings – should 
give some expression to the family of our deceased + 
honored President, of our sympathy with their misfor-
tunes, + pray for the restoration of peace to their trou-
bled minds.

Therefore, resolved – that we deplore the untimely end 
of our late honored President Abraham Lincoln – cut off 
by horrid violence – in the midst of the high dignities 
imposed upon him by this people.

Resolved – that we sympathize with the nation + with 
his distressed family in their unparalleled [sic] affliction.
Resolved, that this expression of our sympathy be 
spread upon our records, + a copy thereof be sent by 
our Secretary General to the family of our deceased 
President.

Unanimously passed by the Supreme Council, Dean’s doc-
ument demonstrated how one of the Freemasonry’s gov-
erning bodies, the Supreme Council, Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction, expressed not only its sorrow for the Presi-
dent’s death, but also how the Lincoln assassination was an 

A Supreme Council, and a 
Nation, Mourns the Death 
of a President
By John Coelho, Archivist, 
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library  

affront to everything Freemasonry embodied. The Grand 
Lodge of Iowa echoed this belief in its 1865 statement on 
the assassination, “…as Masons we are taught to detest 
conspiracies, plots and rebellions; and in an especial man-
ner to abhor asassination.” Furthermore, the Grand Lodge 
asserted, “in depriving our nation of its chief, by assas-
sination, we recognize a crime without a name; and for 
which language fails to express our grief and horror.” 

As for Mr. Lincoln’s connection to Freemasonry, in an Octo-
ber 1860 interview with American poet and Freemason 
Rob Morris (1818-1888), the President-elect unequivo-
cally stated that he was “not a Freemason.” However, the 
President-elect also made it clear in this interview and in a 
conversation with Grand Master Ira A. W. Buck (ca. 1817-
1886) of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, that he possessed “a 
great respect for the institution” of Freemasonry. In fact, 

IMAGE CREDITS:

Handwritten preamble and resolution of Benjamin Dean, 1865 
May 17. Collection of the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum and 
Library, SC 300.002.
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Continued...

in his conversation with Grand Master Buck, Lincoln stated 
that he had “often thought” of joining the fraternity, “but no 
one had asked him to join, and he had put the matter off 
until business and other causes had engrossed his entire 
time.” The matter, Lincoln concluded, would have to wait 
until after the great burden of office had passed. 

Mr. Lincoln “was not a Free Mason,” his longtime political 
ally and friend Grand Master Henry P. H. Bromwell (1823-
1903) of Illinois stated in 1865, “but in his life and charac-
ter he illustrated many of the virtues taught and cherished 
by the Craft.” For that reason, the Freemasons of Illinois 
attended the President’s funeral “clothed as Masons,” 
assembled in “full regalia, according to rank and degree.”

Valley of Chicago Deputy Representative 
First and foremost I hope everyone is safe and well. 
 
I have been receiving numerous compliments on our Valley’s efforts to serve the 
needs of our members.  The Board, the Office Staff, as well as you, the members, 
have truly risen to the occasion and I thank you all.  

Currently, plans are in the works for future events that we can all participate 
in and enjoy safely until we can all be together again.  Know that your Valley 
is working to serve you.  We will be moving forward together.  You can take 
pride in the fact that you, the members, in these trying times, have been putting 
your Masonic values first and made your Valley one that can be proud of its 
accomplishments. 

I am proud of all of you and thank all of you!

Fraternally,
Ill. Mike Ehle, 33°
Valley of Chicago Deputy Representative

Eternal Refreshment
Corey W. Beck
Robert J. Breda
George M. Christensen
James R .Cole
Mirko L. Cukich
David J. Cunningham Jr.
A. Jack Diamond
Donald B. Engleson
Russell J. Gadeke
Jack L. Heller
James E. Hemmer Sr.
Ralph H. Hogstrom
Richard W. Hurckes
Michael I. Kesselman

Lawrence R. Keyser
John Kvanduch
Duane P. Leech
Fred R. Luscombe
James S .Mann
Edwin G. Michaels
Kent R. Morge
James F. Nicoll
John J. O’Brien Sr.
Emil Peluso
Timothy S. Powell
Robert E. Pritchard
Felipe B. Rilveria Jr.
Thomas A. Ross

Edward A. Rund, MSA
Eldred R. Saltwell
Louis A. Sands
John M. Scelonge
Harry W. Schippers Jr.
Charles D. Schroeder
William H. Sharp
Richard R. Smith
John A. Storcel
Gregory C. Swoboda
Ruben Valdez
Michael D. Wallace
Benjamin F. Zwick

As reported February - June 2020.
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Due to the COVID-19 emergency, our annual May event was converted to a Virtual Experience.  This decision was 
difficult, and we missed the fun and comradery of a live event, but we believed this was the best way to comply with 
government-mandated requirements and keep everyone safe.  A virtual run/walk can be performed at any time, from 
any location - on a road, on a trail, or even on a treadmill.  Everyone could still safely participate while supporting the 
Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Metropolitan Chicago. 

This is our biggest fundraiser of the year and we rely on it to fund a significant portion of the annual budget for our 
three Centers.  We understand that a lot of people are suffering right now and there are many worthy causes seeking 
donations.  We are thankful to the 72 registered participants who came together to raise a total of $34,588.72 versus 
our goal of $75,000.00.  While we fell short of our goal, we are heartened to see the number of supporters who rallied 
behind our cause during these difficult times.

Terry J. Hartl, VA, MSA
Chairman
2020 Walk & 5K Run to Help Children with Dyslexia

Virtual Runners/Walkers  72
Total Amount Raised $34,788.72 versus Goal of $75,000.00

 
CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS

The Stephenson Family Foundation
Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection

Chicago Council Princes of Jerusalem
Gorgas Chapter Rose Croix of Heredom

Oriental Consistory of the Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret

Special thanks to the Cathedral Board for underwriting our social media advertising campaign, 
and to our mystery donor who challenged BOG members by doubling their contributions.

AWARDS
Ill. Thomas W. O'Connor, 33° Annual Blue Lodge Challenge Trophy

#1 Lombard Lodge No. 1098

Team Challenge Trophy
#1 Bartlett Halls

Top Individual Fundraiser Trophy
#1 Shane Hall

To provide hope, by helping kids overcome the challenges of dyslexia, donations are always accepted at 
https://donate.childrensdyslexiacenterchicago.org/give/244665/#!/donation/checkout



Thank you!

Valley of Chicago Reunions 
make memories!

SAVE THE DATE!
2020 Fall Reunion

November 6 and 7
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