Audie Murphy

(Born June 20, 1925 – Died May 28, 1971)
Audie Murphy was born on June 20, 1925, in Kingston, Texas. He was the seventh child of
twelve of Emmett Murphy and Jose Killian. His father abandoned his family when Audie
was very young, and his mother died of pneumonia when he was a teenager. He worked
many jobs throughout his youth, from picking cotton to working in a radio repair shop.
However, his skill with a rifle helped feed his family.
Audie Murphy always wanted to be a soldier. The U.S. Army accepted him in 1942 and
sent him to Fort Meade for advanced infantry training. During training, he earned the
Marksman and Expert Badges. In 1943, he began a military tour in the Mediterranean
region, which took him from Morocco to Italy, where he was promoted to Staff Sergeant.
During this time, he received the Bronze Star. Audie Murphy entered the European
Theater in 1944, where he was part of the first wave of the Allied invasion in southern
France. He had many kills and in one instance, stood on a flaming German tank and
returned fire to enemy soldiers, killing or wounding fifty Germans. For those actions, he
was awarded the Medal of Honor and eventually promoted to First Lieutenant. The United
States also honored Audie Murphy with countless other medals for military service and
heroism.
In July 1945, Life Magazine depicted Audie Murphy as the “most decorated soldier.” A
Hollywood producer took notice, which propelled him into acting. His film career spanned
from 1948 to 1969, where he made more than forty films and one television show.
As a Freemason, Audie Murphy was raised as a Master Mason in North Hollywood Lodge
No. 542 in California on June 27, 1955. He was made a “Master of the Royal Secret” in the
Valley of Dallas, Orient of Texas on November 14, 1965, and was presented the Knight
Commander of the Court of Honor (KCCH) on December 11, 1965.
Audie Murphy died on May 28, 1971, near Catawba, Virginia, in a plane crash. After his
death, he posthumously received his Honorary 33° from the Scottish Rite.

Daniel Butterfield

(Born October 31, 1831 – Died July 17, 1901)
Daniel Butterfield was born on October 31, 1831, in Utica, New York.
He was the son of John Butterfield, the founder of the American
Express Company. While working at the eastern division of his father’s
company, he joined the New York Militia.
Daniel Butterfield commanded a division of V Corps in the Union Army.
In 1861, he fought in the First Battle of Bull Run and later saw combat in
the Peninsula Campaign, Seven Days Battles, Second Battle of Bull Run,
the Battles of Antietam and Fredericksburg. In 1863, he was promoted
to Major General of Volunteers and went on to fight in the Battle of
Gettysburg, where he was injured. After recuperating, he commanded
two corps in the Army of Cumberland at Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Daniel Butterfield is credited with introducing a custom that is still
in use in the Army today of wearing uniform patches that designate
a specific unit. He is also credited with the creation of the “Taps”
bugle call. In 1892, he received the Medal of Honor for his bravery at
the Seven Days Battles. After the Civil War, President Ulysses Grant
appointed him U.S. Treasurer, but he resigned after being accused of
manipulating the price of gold.
As a Freemason, Daniel Butterfield was a member of Metropolitan
Lodge No. 273 in New York City, New York.
Daniel Butterfield died on July 17, 1901, in Cold Spring, New York. He is
buried at West Point Cemetery in West Point, New York.

Benedict Arnold

(Born January 14, 1741 – Died June 14, 1801)
Benedict Arnold was born on January 14, 1741, in Norwich, Connecticut. He
was the son of Benedict Arnold and Hannah Waterman King. His father ran a
successful mercantile business, which allowed him to enroll in private school.
However, his family’s fortunes changed as his father became addicted to alcohol
after two of his younger siblings died from yellow fever.
At the age of 16, Benedict Arnold enlisted in the Connecticut Militia to fight in
the French and Indian War. However, he saw no combat time. In 1762, he opened
a pharmacy and bookselling business and was able to expand. He was in the
West Indies doing business when the Boston Massacre of 1770 occurred and
reacted patriotically. Benedict Arnold was elected Captain of the Connecticut
Colony Militia in 1775. He then fought in the Siege of Boston and Capture of
Fort Ticonderoga. The same year, he urged the Second Continental Congress
to authorize the Invasion of Quebec. They agreed but passed him over to lead
the invasion. Benedict Arnold convinced General George Washington of the
need for a second expedition to Quebec City, where he was made Colonel. He
fractured his leg there, and due to his role in the siege, he was promoted to
Brigadier General. He went on to fight in the Siege of Stanwix and both Battles
of Saratoga, where in the latter, he was severely wounded in the left leg.
In 1778, General George Washington appointed Benedict Arnold Military
Commander of the City of Philadelphia. He lived extravagantly, exploited this
situation through business schemes designed to profit from the War, and was
publicly charged by politicians of corruption. He was court-martialed in 1779 and
was cleared of all but two minor charges.
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It was in Philadelphia that he met Peggy Shippen, a British Loyalist, whom he would marry
the same year and is thought to have been one of the main catalysts for his betrayal of the
Colonialists. His wife had developed ways of contacting the British behind enemy lines and
facilitated communication for her husband with British Major John Andre.
Generals George Washington and Philip Schuyler tasked Benedict Arnold with taking up
command at West Point in 1780. He communicated secretly with the British and proposed
surrendering West Point to them for a payment of 20,000 pounds. The British agreed, and
Benedict Arnold afterward gradually weakened the Colonialist defenses and military strength. He
met with Major John Andre where papers allowing him to pass through enemy lines and plans
of West Point were given to the British. However, Major John Andre was captured and their plot
exposed. Benedict Arnold escaped to New York City, and Major John Andre was hanged. After
Benedict Arnold’s defection to the British, he was commissioned as a Brigadier General and fought
in the Raids of Virginia and Connecticut for the other side.
After the Revolutionary War was over, he went into exile in England. He was not well respected
and criticized in the press there. He started business ventures and speculated on land and traded
in the West Indies.
As a Freemason, Benedict Arnold was a member of Hiram Lodge No. 1 in New Haven, Connecticut.
Benedict Arnold died on June 14, 1801, in London, England. He was initially buried at St. Mary’s
Church, Battersea in London but was later moved to an unmarked grave.

David Brainard

(Born December 21, 1856 – Died March 22, 1946)
David Brainard was born on December 21, 1856, in Norway, New York. He was
the fifth son of Alanson Brainard and Maria Legge. He enlisted in the U.S. Army
after attending State Normal School in Cortland, New York.
While serving at Fort Keogh in the Montana Territory during the Great Sioux
War of 1876, David Brainard fought in the Battle of Little Muddy Creek and was
wounded in action. He also participated in the Nez Perce War and the Bannock
War of 1877 and 1878. He was selected for the Lady Franklin Bay Expedition,
whose purpose was to establish a meteorological-observation station in the
Canadian Arctic. The expedition was ill-fated as the crew members froze,
starved, and suffered from scurvy. David Brainard was one of only six to survive
and be rescued. He was promoted to Second Lieutenant in 1886 for his services
rendered in the expedition. In 1898, he served in the Philippines in the SpanishAmerican War and was promoted again in World War I to a Brigadier General.
In 1926, the American Geographical Society awarded David Brainard the
Charles P. Daly Medal and in 1929, The Explorers Club Medal for his Arctic
exploration. The U.S. Military awarded him the Purple Heart for his wounding in
service at the Battle of Little Muddy Creek in 1933.
As a Freemason, David Brainard was a member of Marathon Lodge No. 438 in
Marathon, New York.
David Brainard died on March 22, 1946, and is buried in Arlington National
Cemetery in Virginia.

George Anderson

(Born February 3, 1824 – Died April 4, 1901)
George Anderson was born on February 3, 1824, in Covington, Georgia. He
attended Emory University for some time before leaving to join the military.
George Anderson served as Second Lieutenant of the Georgia Cavalry during
the Mexican-American War of 1846, and from 1848 to 1850 was a Major General
in the Georgia Militia. In 1861, he joined the Civil War and became a Colonel in
the Confederate States Army. He fought in the Peninsula Campaign, Seven Days
Battles, Second Bull Run, Fox’s Gap, Antietam, and Fredericksburg. For his service in
these battles, he was promoted to Brigadier General in 1862.
In 1863, George Anderson fought at the Battle of Gettysburg and was wounded.
After recovering, he fought in the Siege of Knoxville in Tennessee and many other
battles before surrendering with General Robert E. Lee at the Appomattox Court
House in 1865.
George Anderson was a Freemason, but his Lodge affiliation is unknown.
George Anderson died on April 4, 1901, in Anniston, Alabama. He is buried at
Edgemont Cemetery in Alabama.

Harry Bandholtz

(Born December 18, 1864 – Died May 11, 1925)
Harry Bandholtz was born on December 18, 1864, in Constantine, Michigan. He was the
youngest child of two of Christian Bandholtz and Elizabeth Hill. He received his primary
and secondary education in Michigan. After high school, he worked as a billing clerk
and later moved to Chicago to work in the commodities and futures industries.
Harry Bandholtz enlisted in the National Guard while in Illinois. He attended the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point and graduated in 1890. After graduating, he spent time
in Cuba during the Spanish-American War. He participated in the Philippine War, served
thirteen years there, and served as a Provincial Governor as the only American Army
Officer to be elected by the Filipino people. Harry Bandholtz spearheaded organizing
the union of veterans in the U.S. and Philippines, which ultimately led to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars.
In 1913, Harry Bandholtz returned to the U.S. from the Philippines and served in the
Army as a Major. He served in World War I and is credited with creating the U.S. Army’s
Military Police Corps. In 1919, he served as the U.S. Representative to the Inter-Allied
Supreme Command’s Military Mission in Hungary and was remembered for preventing
Romanian soldiers from looting the Hungarian National Museum. He retired from active
service for disability in 1923, being promoted to the rank of Major General, and received
many awards from foreign governments.
Harry Bandholtz was a member of the Washington Chapter No. 3 of the Nation
Sojourners. This was an organization of Freemasons who served in the U.S. Military.
However, his Masonic Lodge affiliation is unknown.
Harry Bandholtz died on May 11, 1925, and is buried in Constantine, Michigan, where he
was born.

James Mitchell Varnum

(Born December 17, 1748 – Died January 9, 1789)
James Mitchell Varnum was born on December 17, 1748, in Dracut, Massachusetts. He
was the son of Samuel Varnum and Hannah Mitchell. He attended Harvard College
for a brief period but later transferred to “Rhode Island College” which is now Brown
University. He studied law in Rhode Island and was admitted to the bar in 1771.
James Mitchell Varnum was elected Captain of a newly organized militia in Rhode Island
called the Kentish Guards in 1774. In 1775, he was commissioned as a Colonel in the
Continental Army. He served in the Siege of Boston on March 16, 1776, which ended
British occupation there. In April of 1776, James Mitchell Varnum’s regiment walked
to New York and fought in the Battles of Long Island and White Plains. He later rose to
the rank of Brigadier General in the Continental Army and fought in the Battle of Valley
Forge during this time. He supported the enlistment of freed African-American slaves
into the Continental Army. In 1779, he resigned from the Continental Army.
After the Revolutionary War, James Mitchell Varnum started the Society of Cincinnati
along with other prominent leaders like George Washington and Alexander Hamilton.
He also became a representative in the Continental Congress and Confederation
Congress. He eventually went back to practicing law.
As a Freemason, James Mitchell Varnum was a member of St. John’s Lodge No. 1 in
Providence, Rhode Island.
James Mitchell Varnum died on January 9, 1789, in Marietta, Ohio. He is buried at Oak
Grove Cemetery in Marietta.

Jimmy Doolittle

(Born December 14, 1896 – Died September 27, 1993)
Jimmy Doolittle was born on December 14, 1896, in Alameda, California. He was the
son of Frank Doolittle and Rose Shephard. He attended high school in Los Angeles,
California. The University of California at Berkeley accepted him as a college student,
but he took a leave of absence from school in 1917 and enlisted in the Signal Corps
Reserve as a flying cadet.
Jimmy Doolittle stayed in the United States as a flight instructor during World War I
and became one of the most famous pilots after the war. In 1922, he returned to the
University of California at Berkeley to complete his college degree. He went on to
receive a doctorate in Aeronautical Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, which was the first-ever issued in the United States. In 1929, he became
the first pilot to take off and land using navigational instruments alone.
In World War II, Jimmy Doolittle was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. After Pearl
Harbor, the Army Air Forces gave him instructions to plan an offensive on Japan
known as the “Doolittle Raid.” On April 18, 1942, he and his crews reached Japan
and bombed the targets. They were forced to land in China and received assistance
from Chinese guerrillas and the American missionary John Birch who was stationed
there. He went on to fly more combat missions in North Africa and Europe and was
promoted to Brigadier General. Jimmy Doolittle believed that rocket development
was significant, not only as a scientific tool but also as a weapon and collaborated
with Dr. Wernher von Braun. He received many medals throughout his life but was
the first American to be awarded both the Medal of Honor and Medal of Freedom.
As a Freemason, Jimmy Doolittle was a member of Hollenbeck Masonic Lodge
No. 319 in Los Angeles, California.
Jimmy Doolittle died on September 27, 1993, in Pebble Beach, California. He is buried
at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.

John Campbell

(Born May 5, 1705 – Died April 27, 1782)
John Campbell was born on May 5, 1705, in Scotland. His father was a Scottish noble
named Hugh Campbell, 3rd Earl of Loudoun. After his father’s death in 1731, he
inherited his family’s estates and title and became Lord Loudoun.
John Campbell fought as a Colonel in the Jacobite Rising of 1745 on the side of the
Hanoverian government in Scotland. Later, he was sent by England to the Thirteen
Colonies as Commander-in-Chief and Governor-General of Virginia in 1756. The
County of Loundon was founded in Virginia in 1757 in his honor. John Campbell
was Commander-In-Chief during the French and Indian War. He is credited with
reforms to the army, such as transportation logistics and integrating regular troops
with militias to fight non-linear combat, which was different than European warfare.
England sent John Campbell to Portugal as Second-in-Command in 1762 to fight in
the Spanish Invasion. He was promoted to the Top Commander in 1763.
As a Freemason, John Campbell served as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
England in 1736. In 1757, he became the first Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of England to visit a Grand Lodge in America in Boston, Massachusetts.
John Campbell died on April 27, 1782.

Lew Wallace

(Born April 10, 1827 – Died February 15, 1905)
Lew Wallace was born on April 10, 1827, in Brookville, Indiana. He was the second
child of four of David Wallace, a lawyer, and Esther French. Lew attended primary
and secondary schools in Indiana. When the Mexican-American War started in 1846,
he stopped studying law at his father’s office and established the Marion Volunteers
military recruiting office in Indianapolis.
Lew Wallace began his full-time military career in the Civil War in 1861 after being
asked by the Indiana governor to recruit volunteers for the Union Army. Afterward, he
received a commission as a Colonel and was later promoted to Brigadier General of U.S.
Army Volunteers and given a brigade to command. He participated in the Battles of
Fort Henry and Donelson, both under the command of General Ulysses Grant. For his
efforts, he was elevated to the rank of Major General and became the youngest Union
Army ranking officer with that title at the age of 34. He went on to fight in the Battles of
Shiloh and Monocacy, which were vital as they held off the Confederate Army while the
Union troops resupplied. In 1865, he was appointed to the military commission tasked
to investigate President Lincoln’s assassination conspirators. He resigned from the U.S.
Army in 1865.
After the military, he served as the Territorial Governor of New Mexico and U.S. diplomat
to the Ottoman Empire. However, he is best known as an author and wrote “Ben-Hur:
A Tale of the Christ” in 1880. The book surpassed “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” as the best-selling
novel of the 19th century.
As a Freemason, Lew Wallace was a member of Fountain Lodge No. 60 in Covington,
Indiana. He later affiliated with Montgomery Lodge No. 50 in Crawfordsville, Indiana.
Lew Wallace died on February 15, 1905, in Crawfordsville. He is buried at Crawfordsville
Oak Hill Cemetery.

Lewis Armistead

(Born February 18, 1817 – Died July 5, 1863)
Lewis Armistead was born on February 18, 1817, in New Bern, North Carolina. He
was the son of Walker Armistead and Elizabeth Stanly. His family members on both
sides had well respected military careers. His ancestry was entirely English and
could be traced back to Yorkshire, England, in the early 1600s.
Lewis Armistead attended the United States Military Academy but left after an
altercation with a fellow cadet named Jubal Early (Jubal Early would later become
a Confederate General). However, historians believe that the real reason for leaving
the academy was due to academic failure. His father, who was a military officer,
was still able to get his son a Second Lieutenant position in the U.S. Infantry.
Lewis Armistead served in the Mexican-American War, at the Battles of Contreras,
Churubusco, and Chapultepec, and reached the rank of Brevet Major.
When joining the Civil War, Lewis Armistead was promoted to Major and was later
elevated to Brigadier General. He fought under General Robert E. Lee in the Seven
Days Battles and Second Battle of Bull Run. He went on to fight at the Battles of
Fredericksburg and Gettysburg.
As a Freemason, Lewis Armistead was a member of Alexandria-Washington Lodge
No. 22 in Alexandria, Virginia.
Lewis Armistead died on July 5, 1863, in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, after being
mortally wounded in the Battle of Gettysburg. He is buried at Old Saint Paul’s
Cemetery in Baltimore, Maryland.

Marquis de Lafayette

(Born September 6, 1757 – Died May 20, 1834)
Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette, was born on September 6, 1757, in the Province
of Haute-Loire, France. He was the son of Michel du Motier, Marquis de La Fayette and
Marie Louise Jolie de La Riviere. His ancestors fought in many battles throughout Europe
and were known for their chivalric actions. He was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant
officer at age 13.
At the age of 18, Marquis de Lafayette became convinced that he was destined to fight in
the American Revolution as he believed in the tenets of the War. In 1777, he purchased a
ship called the “Victoire” with his own money after learning that the Continental Congress
lacked funds for his voyage. Shortly after his arrival, he met General George Washington
in Philadelphia at a dinner after the commander-in-chief’s presentation to the Continental
Congress about the War. Both men became good friends as one of the many things that
had in common was Freemasonry. Marquis de Lafayette’s first battles in the New World
were Brandywine and Valley Forge. He was promoted to Major General.
In 1778, Marquis de Lafayette requested leave from the War to return to Paris. He worked
with Benjamin Franklin in France to secure more troops to fight in the Revolutionary War.
He returned to the War in 1780 and is best known for his actions at the Siege of Yorktown
in Virginia. Marquis de Lafayette contained the British there until the French Navy arrived.
The British surrendered at Yorktown in 1781, which was the last major land battle in the
War. After the War, he returned to France and worked to establish trade agreements
between the two countries. He also became an abolitionist and advocated the end of the
slave trade and equal rights for Blacks.
There is no documentation of where Marquis de Lafayette was made a Freemason.
However, it is believed that he was initiated at a Military Lodge.
Marquis de Lafayette died on May 20, 1834, in Paris, France. He is buried at Picpus
Cemetery in Paris.

