
100 Years of History:  
Start of Scottish Rite
The Scottish Rite began in Paris, France around 1758. Stephen Morin received a 
patent authorizing him to establish the Scottish Rite in all four parts of the world. 
Between 1763 and 1767, Morin authorized Henry Francken in the West Indies 
to perform the Scottish Rite Degrees and bring them to America. The Lodge of 
Perfection was chartered and constituted in Albany, New York on October 7, 1767, 
making it the first body on the American continent. It was followed by Philadelphia 
in 1782 and Charleston in 1783. While these groups share the distinction of being the 
earliest to confer ‘Higher Degrees’ in America, they were all localized and only active 
for relatively short periods. 

The Scottish Rite formalized its existence in the United States on May 31, 1881 when 
Colonel John Mitchell and Reverend Dr. Frederick Dalcho met in Charleston, South 
Carolina. The meeting opened as the “Supreme Council 33° of Freemasonry.” As 
Mitchell and Dalcho continued to initiate additional members, Antoine Matthieu Du 
Potet made Joseph Cerneau a Deputy Inspector General for north Cuba in July 1806 
and initiated J.J.J. Gourgas in August 1806.

Stephen Morin
Colonel John Mitchell Reverend 

Dr. Frederick Dalcho

Paris Initiation circa 1750s                                                                         



100 Years of History:  
Scottish Rite Jurisdictions 
In the wake of the Morgan Affair, where some believe William Morgan was 
kidnapped and murdered for revealing Masonic secrets in 1826, Freemasonry in 
America came to an abrupt standstill. J.J.J Gourgas was Grand Secretary General for 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction at the time and his organizational abilities and 
attention to detail were the sole deciding factor in the preservation of the Scottish 
Rite. The records and rituals of the Supreme Council, 33°, Southern Jurisdiction were 
lost in a fire that destroyed their headquarters in 1819. However, Gourgas was able 
to restore their operations. 

Freemasonry seemed to vanish by the 1820s to the public. Gourgas maintained 
records and correspondence helping steer the territorial agreement with the 
Southern Jurisdiction in 1827 regarding the sovereignty of the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction over the then 14 states, later 15 states, situated east of the Mississippi 
River  and north of the Mason-Dixon Line. During this time, Gourgas would guide 
the Jurisdiction through the passing of its first two Grand Commanders, Tompkins 
and Simson, until becoming Sovereign Grand Commander himself in 1832. Gourgas 
was urged to resume the active business of the Supreme Council in 1843, and over 
the next eight years, the Scottish Rite once again began to flourish. 
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Origin of the Code  
“Are you a traveling man?”  
Have you been asked if you are a ‘Traveling Man’ and wondered what was meant by 
the question?

In the ancient European world of Operative Masons, the only people allowed to 
freely travel from town to town were Masons going to and from work sites.  A 
Mason’s expertise in their craft would determine how often, how far, and how freely 
one was able to travel. In Speculative Masonry, Master Masons may freely move from 
Lodge to Lodge whether visiting or moving membership, upon proper avouchment, 
and/or by testing be found worthy to attend another Master Mason Lodge. 

Today, being a ‘Traveling Man’ represents the journey from Darkness to Masonic 
Light. Remember the words, “It will be necessary for you to travel?” In Masonry we 
are told to seek the Light. Light in Masonry is knowledge and from that knowledge 
comes information and understanding. A Master Mason is taught to always seek 
more Light. The East is the where the sun comes up, hence the source of Light 
and the reasoning for the Worshipful Master sitting in the East. In turn, a Mason is 
denoted as a ‘Traveler’ while rising from West to East symbolically when rising in the 
Degrees. The ‘Traveling Man’ denotes the privileges awarded to a Master Mason and 
is a phrase that would be recognized by other Master Masons as a true solicitation of 
the Brotherhood to which they belong. 



History of Masonic Travel: 
Master Mason   
Visiting is one of the greatest privileges of Masonic membership. It must be 
immediately stated that a Mason has no absolute, prescriptive right to visit a Lodge 
wherein he is not a member. However, it is observed that visiting is a privilege 
encouraged and welcomed in every regular Jurisdiction. 

As Operative Masonry gave way to Speculative Masonry, this ancient right was 
retained, and a Master Mason could freely travel from one Lodge to another. In 
the modern day, ‘Traveling’ is the primary method by which a Mason expands his 
horizons, increases knowledge, and meets new Brothers. By visiting another Lodge, 
a Mason could see variations in the work and gains insight into the different ways 
Masonic Lodges handle their internal business. This valuable experience will make 
the man traveling a better Mason and in return will make his Lodge better by virtue 
of his experience. A Freemason in good standing will always encounter Masonic 
hospitality and Brotherhood in his travels.
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History of Masonic Travel: 
Operative Masonry    
One of the oldest and most widely practiced customs and habits of Freemasons is to 
travel by visiting or affiliating with other Lodges. In the times of Operative Masonry, 
itinerant workers were often required to travel to renew their employment as each 
building project was completed.  This fluid nature of the Operative Masons led to the 
formation of trade societies, known as Lodges, to protect the professional integrity 
of their occupation, and to enhance the moral and social practices of their members. 

The modes in which Masons are recognized originated in the Operative Period as a 
means of identifying the genuinely skilled craftsman who came to visit a Lodge in 
search of work. It is therefore reasonable to deduce visiting other Lodges is very old 
custom as many of the oldest Masonic manuscripts contain information associated 
with visiting, and the reception of visitors.

Due to the growth and spread of Freemasonry starting in the early 18th century, 
there were many variations in forms and procedures developed determining the 
right a Mason had to travel to visit other Lodges. There are records of Lodges in 
this period setting out limitations to visiting, in terms of the number of visits a non-
member Mason could make to a Lodge in a twelve-month period; and limiting the 
types of meetings a visitor could attend. Certainly, by the end of the 18th century, 
visiting had ceased to be a right but was rather a privilege.
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Limitations of Masonic Travel     
With all of the freedom Masons have in the modern world, there are still limitations 
on visiting a Masonic organization outside of their own. Throughout the fifty-one 
Grand Lodges in the United States, a man is considered to be a full Freemason 
with all rights and privileges upon receiving his Third Degree and becoming a 
Master Mason. He is then able to travel and attend Lodges across the country as a 
welcomed member.

However, it is the prerogative of the Worshipful Master of a Lodge to refuse to 
admit any visitor if he is not satisfied that he is a regular Mason of good standing 
or he feels that the visitor will disturb the harmony of his Lodge. This prerogative 
power of the Worshipful Master of a Lodge is broad and only occasionally used as a 
matter of necessity.  Under some forms of Masonic practice, business meetings are 
held separate and visitors can attend, while in some Jurisdictions ordinary Lodge 
business and Degree conferment are held in the same space where visitors are not 
admitted until after the Lodge has completed the business part of its activities.  

In some Jurisdictions, notably England, it is largely usual for visitors to receive an 
invitation from a Lodge member.  Despite this fact, if a Brother were to travel to 
one of the Commonwealth Grand Lodges such as England, Scotland, and most of 
Eastern Europe, they may be surprised to hear that their status as a Master Mason 
means their journey is not yet complete. Many American Masons have been told that 
they may not enter a foreign Lodge unless they have received the Holy Royal Arch 
Degree.  If a Brother wishes to visit an international Lodge, it is in his best interests 
to petition a York Rite Chapter of the Royal Arch and receive these Degrees before 
departing to travel to foreign countries. 



The Royal Arch Degree:
The Passport to Foreign 
Masonry     
In English Freemasonry, a Master Mason is not given full privileges until he has 
passed through two additional ceremonies that are not well-known in the colonial 
Grand Lodges. Following their Third Degree initiation, the candidate then receives 
the Order of Mark Master, convened in a Special Lodge of Mark Masters. Throughout 
the conferral of the Mark Master Degree, key lessons of the first Three Degrees are 
explained in greater detail and meaning. Upon being declared a Mark Master, the 
Brother is then eligible for the final Degree in the United Grand Lodge of England, 
the Royal Arch Degree. 

In the United States, the Royal Arch Degree was an honorary title scarcely known 
among the colonists who brought the Craft to the Americas. As the pioneers 
brought Masonry from the Atlantic to the Pacific Coasts, each Grand Lodge was 
formed without the requirement for the ‘Higher Degrees’ of England. However, 
both the Mark Master and Royal Arch Degree are found as the Fourth and Seventh 
Degrees of the first section of the York Rite, commonly called the Royal Arch 
Degrees. Less than ten percent of Masons across the country are active members of 
the York Rite.

Both English and American Royal Arch Masons are well known for their crimson red 
regalia, representing the fervor and zeal of Masons who ‘Travel’ further to seek more 
Light. Their aprons and jewels bear the triple tau, an ancient symbol of the sublime 
strength of trinities.
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Masonic Passport      
Ever sought out a way to collect the seals of the Lodges you visit around the world? 
Well you are in luck! 

Much like a passport one would use to travel the world, a Masonic Brother can 
obtain the Traveling Man Masonic Passport.  The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 
was the first to create and implement this program with additional Grand Lodges 
following suit. The passport is designed to help promote traveling by encouraging 
Brothers to fill the pages by visiting twenty-six or more lodges and earn a lapel pin 
that only fellow Masonic ‘Travelers’ can wear.  

The passport looks much like a passport one would use to travel the world, with the 
first page used for the information and seal of a Brother’s Mother Lodge, while the 
second and third page are used to house personal information of the Mason and the 
dates of his initiation, passing, and raising.  The remaining pages are to record Lodge 
visitations. Two visitations can be recorded on each page and room for the Lodge 
Seal at the bottom.  After visiting three, five, and seven lodges, the District Deputy 
will present a Certificate of Recognition to be pasted into the appropriate pages in 
the passport.  After visiting nine lodges, you are eligible to receive the Franklin Key 
or Traveling Man lapel pin. 

Franklin Key Lapel Pin         



ARE YOU A TRAVELING MAN?       
May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields and,
Until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

I am a traveling man.
My journey is never ending.
I travel towards the East,
The source of all light.
The source of all knowledge.

I am a traveling man.
I wander a winding road.
With many twists and turns.
I know not what lies ahead.
I find new truth with every step.
I am a traveling man.
On a path from whose bourn no traveler returns.
The final destination is not the goal.
The goal is the odyssey itself,
and what I learn with every new vista.

I am a traveling man.
It is the only thing I know for sure.
My insatiable curiosity,
and desire for knowledge
are my ever-present companions on this trek.

Traveling.
Traveling.
Traveling.
Never weary
Never ending.



‘I SEE YOU’VE 
TRAVELED SOME’        
Wherever you may chance to be
Wherever you may roam,

Far away in foreign lands;
Or just at Home Sweet Home;

It always gives you pleasure,
it makes your heart strings hum

Just to hear the words of cheer,
“I see you’ve traveled some.”

When you get a brother’s greeting,
And he takes you by the hand,

It thrills you with a feeling
that you cannot understand,

You feel that bond of brotherhood
that tie that’s sure to come

When you hear him say in a friendly way
“I see you’ve traveled some.” 

And if you are a stranger,
In strange lands all alone

If fate has left you stranded
Dead broke and far from home,

It thrills you--makes you numb,
When he says with a grip of fellowship,
“I see you’ve traveled some.” 

And when your final summons comes,
To take a last long trip,

Adorned with Lambskins Apron White
and gems of fellowship

The tiler at the Golden Gate,
With square and rule and plumb

Will size up your pin and say, “Walk In”,
“I see you’ve traveled some


