
First Continental Congress

From September 5th to October 26th in 1774, delegates from the thirteen colonies met at Carpenter’s Hall in Philadelphia. They met to address 
grievances dealt to them by the British. Even though there were some delegates who called for independence, they instead decided at the time 
to sign a Declaration of Resolves where they called to boycott British goods unless their demands were met. The delegates also decided to pre-
plan the formation of a Second Continental Congress if the British did not comply.

Due to the British not agreeing to the Congress’s demands, the boycott started and was successful. British imports dropped 97% in 1775 from the 
previous year. This paved the way for the Second Continental Congress.



Second Continental Congress

On May 10, 1775, the Second Continental Congress met due to the failure of the British to meet the demands of the First Continental Congress. 
The Second Continental Congress acted as a defacto government and decided to go to war in 1776 with Britain and appointed George 
Washington as leader of the Continental Army. The Continental Army consisted of mostly disorganized militias and mobs. The Congress organized 
taxes, trained armies, and most importantly attempted to be seen as legitimate among the Old European Powers.

The Second Continental Congress went on to create the Articles of Confederation which served as the first constitution ratified by all thirteen 
colonies on November 15, 1777. The articles formed a war-time confederation of thirteen states.



Philadelphia Masonic History
Freemasons met in Philadelphia as early as 1715. At that time, the population in the city was 

approximately 6000 people. The meetings were attended by prominent politicians such 

as Sir William Keith, Lieutenant Governor of Pennsylvania who served from 1717-1726. One 

of the first lodges in Philadelphia was St. John’s Lodge which has a Constitution that dates 

back to 1727.

The formation of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania is debated. One of the more commonly 

held views is that the Grand Lodge was started by Colonel Daniel Coxe. On June 5, 1730, 

the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England, Thomas Howard, the Duke of Norfolk, 

proclaimed Coxe Provincial Grand Master for the Provinces of New York, New Jersey, and 

Pennsylvania. However, Coxe seems to have made New Jersey his permanent home and 

focus.

After Coxe’s tenure and on June 24, 1731, William Allen became Grand Master as indicated 

in St. John’s Lodge’s ledger. This marks the separation between the Philadelphia lodge 

system and the combined Philadelphia, New Jersey, and New York lodges. This brings about 

the debate on what is considered the true beginnings of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania: 

being granted legitimacy by the Grand Lodge of England to Coxe or developing 

independently out of St. John’s Lodge in Philadelphia. The first would make the Grand 

Lodge of Pennsylvania (and New York and New Jersey) a daughter lodge of England. If the 

latter is true that it developed from earlier lodges, then it would be a sister lodge of the 

Grand Lodge of England.



The Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention took place in Philadelphia from May 25th to September 17th in 1787. The convention created a new government 
instead of revising the Articles of Confederation for which it was initially intended. George Washington was elected to preside over the 
convention. As a result, the United States Constitution was created. The Constitutional Convention is considered among the most significant 
events in the history of the United States. 



The Liberty Bell

The Liberty Bell is located in Philadelphia in the Liberty Bell Center in Independence 

National Historical Park. It was initially placed in the Pennsylvania State House 

(Independence Hall) and commissioned in 1752 by the Pennsylvania Provincial 

Assembly. Cast by the London firm Lester and Pack (formerly known as Whitechapel 

Bell Foundry), words on the bell read, “Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto 

all the inhabitants thereof.” The bell rang on July 8, 1776 to mark the reading of the 

Declaration of Independence.

The first crack in the Liberty Bell occurred when it arrived in Philadelphia. The 

firm of John Pass and John Stow recast the bell. However, it cracked several times 

afterwards. The main crack is thought to have occurred sometime between 1817 

and 1846. The city of Philadelphia allowed the National Park Service to take custody 

of the bell after World War II, while retaining ownership.



The Tun Tuvern
The Tun Tavern was a brew house built by a settler named Samuel Carpenter in 

1686 and located on the corner of Water Street and Tun Alley. It became popular 

locally and is considered to be the ‘First Brew House’ in Philadelphia. In 1732, 

it became the first meeting place of St. John’s Lodge and the Grand Lodge of 

Pennsylvania where the first Worshipful Grand Master was elected. It was still 

considered a meeting place for the Grand Lodge upon Benjamin Franklin’s 

election as Grand Master.

The tavern hosted members from the First and Second Continental Congress 

when they signed the Declaration of Independence. This was before Congress 

moved to Baltimore, Maryland to avoid capture by the British. The Tun Tavern 

held meetings for other important societies in American history such as St. 

George’s Society and St. Andrew’s Society.

The Tun Tavern was also where Benjamin Franklin organized and martialled 

the Pennsylvania Militia during the French and Indian War in 1756 (the war was 

from 1754-1763). The famous freemason Samuel Nicholas spearheaded and gave 

birth to the American Marine Corps there. The Second Continental Congress 

commissioned Nicholas to raise men to become marines in 1775.



Prominent Philadelphia Freemasons 

Benjamin Franklin
Founding Father of the U.S., Politician, Political 
Theorist, Postmaster, Scientist, Inventor, Humanist, 
Civic Activist, Statesman, and Diplomat

Born January 17, 1706 – Died April 17, 1790
Served as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania in 1734

William Wallace Atterburg
Brigadier General in the U.S. Army during World War I

Born January 31, 1866 – Died September 20, 1935
Member of Colonial Lodge No. 631 in Philadelphia

John Barry
Officer in Continental Navy during American 
Revolutionary War and later in the U.S. Navy

Born March 25, 1745 – Died September 12, 1803
Member of Lodge No. 2 in Philadelphia



Prominent Philadelphia Freemasons 

Charles Albert “Chief” Bender
Pitcher in Major League Baseball from 1903 - 1925

Born May 5, 1884 – Died May 22, 1954
Member of Robert A. Lamberton Lodge No. 487 in 
Philadelphia

Edward Biddle
Soldier in French and Indian War in 1754, Lawyer, and 
Statesman

Born 1738 – Died 1779
Member of Lodge No. 2 in Philadelphia

David B. Birney
Union General in the American Civil War, 
Businessman, and Lawyer

Born May 29, 1825 – Died October 18, 1864
Member of Franklin Lodge No. 134 in Philadelphia



Thomas Boude
General in American Revolutionary War and 
Member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 
Pennsylvania
 
Born May 17, 1752 – Died October 24, 1822
Member of St. John’s Lodge in Philadelphia and later 
served as Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania

William Bradford
Second U.S. Attorney General in 1794-1795, Lawyer, 
and Judge

Born September 14, 1755 – Died August 23, 1795
Member of Lodge No. 2 in Philadelphia

Prominent Philadelphia Freemasons 

Daniel Brodhead IV
Captain in American Revolutionary War and Political 
Leader

Born October 17, 1736 – Died November 15, 1809
Member of Lodge No. 3 in Philadelphia



John R. Brooke
Union General in American Civil War

Born July 21, 1838 – Died September 5, 1926
Member of Columbia Chapter No. 21, R.A.M. in 
Philadelphia

Richard Butler
Officer in Continental Army in American 
Revolutionary War

Born April 1, 1743 – Died November 4, 1791
Member of Lodge No. 2 in Philadelphia and Lodge 
No. 45 in Pittsburgh

Prominent Philadelphia Freemasons 

John Cadwalader
Commander in American Revolutionary War

Born January 10, 1742 – Died February 10, 1786
Member of Lodge No. 8 in Philadelphia



Thomas Cadwalader (Father of John Cadwalader)
Physician

Born 1707 – Died 1779
Member of St. John’s Lodge in Philadelphia

James Campbell
Attorney General of Pennsylvania, U.S. Postmaster 
General, and Politician

Born September 1, 1812 – Died January 27, 1893
Member of Harmony Chapter No. 52, R.A.M. in 
Philadelphia

Prominent Philadelphia Freemasons 

Henry Charles Carey
Chief Economic Adviser to U.S. President Abraham 
Lincoln and Leading 19th Century Economist of the 
American School of Capitalism

Born December 15, 1793 – Died October 13, 1879
Member of Lodge No. 3 in Philadelphia



Benjamin F. James
Member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 
Pennsylvania 

Born August 1, 1885 – Died January 26, 1961
Member of Lodge No. 581 in Wayne, Pennsylvania

John Neagle
Portrait Painter 

Born November 4, 1796 – Died September 17, 1865
Member of Columbia Lodge No. 91 in Philadelphia

Prominent Philadelphia Freemasons 

W.C. Fields
Actor, Comedian, Juggler, and Writer

Born January 29, 1880 – Died December 25, 1946
Member of E. Coppee Mitchell Lodge No. 605 in 
Philadelphia



Prominent Philadelphia Freemasons 

Samuel Nicholas
First Commandant of the U.S. Continental Marines

Born 1744 – Died August 27, 1790
Member of Lodge No. 13 in Philadelphia

Richard Vaux
Member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 
Pennsylvania, Mayor of Philadelphia, and Politician

Born December 19, 1816 – Died March 22, 1895
Member of Lodge No. 3 in Philadelphia and later 
served as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania in 1868


