
Burleigh Arland “Old Stubblebeard” Grimes
(Born August 18, 1893 – Died December 6, 1985)

Burleigh Arland Grimes was born on August 18, 1893 in Emerald, Wisconsin. He was the first child of 
Nick Grimes and Ruth Tuttle. His father, Nick Grimes, had previously played for several local teams in 
Wisconsin, eventually managing the Clear Lake Yellow Jackets. He taught Burleigh Grimes how to play 
baseball at an early age.

Burleigh Grimes’s professional career began in 1912 with the Minor League Baseball team the Eau Claire 
Commissioners. In 1916, the National League Pittsburgh Pirates signed him. He played with the 1931 
World Champion St. Louis Cardinals. From 1932 to 1933, Burleigh Grimes pitched for the Chicago Cubs 
where he was given the nickname “Old Stubblebeard.” This was because he did not shave whenever he 
pitched, which had an intimidating effect on batters. Burleigh Grimes was noted for his “spitball” and 
continued pitching this technique until the end of his career, even though it was made illegal in 1920. 
During his nineteen years with the National League, he played with seven different teams and ironically 
ended playing professional baseball with the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1934. 

In 1935, Burleigh Grimes began his second career as a player – manager in the Minor League for the 
Bloomington Bloomers of Illinois. He then managed the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1937. He was named to the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1964.

As a Freemason, Burleigh Grimes was a member of Trenton Lodge No. 111 in Trenton Missouri.

Burleigh Grimes died on December 6, 1985 in Clear Lake, Wisconsin.

Some of the information above is credited to the following sources:
1)  Murphy, Christopher L. (1993) Brothers of the Diamond Freemasonry & Professional Baseball, 
     Dept. 291 – 720 6th Street, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada, V3L 3C5: Pyramid Publications



Denton True “Cy” Young 
(Born March 29, 1867 – 
Died November 4, 1955)

Denton True “Cy” Young was born on March 29, 1867 in Gilmore, Ohio. He was the oldest child of McKinzie Young and Nancy 
Mottmiller. Gilmore was a tiny farming town located in Tuscarawas County, Ohio.

“Cy” Young’s professional career began in 1889 with a Minor League team in Canton, Ohio. The National League Pittsburgh 
Pirates signed him in 1916. “Cy” Young was a natural pitcher and his nickname came from the fences he destroyed with his 
fastball which looked like a cyclone had hit them. During his one year with the Canton team, he had won fifteen games and 
lost fifteen as well. 

In 1890, “Cy” Young signed with the National League Cleveland Spiders. He established himself as a one of the hardest-
throwing pitchers in professional baseball. It was stated that catchers behind home plate would put a piece of beefsteak 
inside their gloves to protect their hands from “Cy” Young’s fastballs. In 1899, the owner of the Cleveland Spiders bought the 
St. Louis Browns, in effect owning two baseball teams at the same time. The owner decided to change the name of the St. 
Louis Browns to Perfectos and transferred talent to his new team. Other players on the newly acquired team also included 
the two future Hall of Famers Jesse Burkett and Bobby Wallace. Even with this top roster, the Perfectos finished fifth, in 
both 1899 and 1900. “Cy” Young only spent two years with this team before moving on to the American League Boston 
Americans which declared Major League status in 1901. The Boston Americans played the Pittsburgh Pirates in the first 
modern World Series in 1903. He was the starting pitcher in Game One and thus threw the first pitch in World Series history. 
The Boston Americans defeated the Pittsburgh Pirates, five games to three. Before the 1909 season, “Cy” Young was traded 
back to Cleveland to play for the American League Cleveland Naps. In 1910, he won his 500th game against the Washington 
Senators. He split his final year in baseball, 1911, between the Cleveland Naps and Boston Rustlers before retiring.  

“Cy” Young was named to the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1937.

As a Freemason, “Cy” Young was very active. He became a Master Mason in Mystic Tie Lodge No. 194 in Uhrichsville, Ohio 
on February 29, 1904. He became a member of the Cyrus Chapter No. 114, Royal Arch Masons in Uhrichsville, Ohio on 
November 12, 1904. On December 27, 1904, “Cy” Young received his York Rite Council Degrees from Gebal Council No. 56, 
in Uhrichsville, Ohio. He was initiated as a Knights Templar at St. Bernard Commandery No. 71, also in Uhrichsville, Ohio, on 
February 1, 1905. He was made a “Master of the Royal Secret” in the Scottish Rite Valley of Columbus on November 27, 1908. 
On November 27, 1908 he also joined the Aladdin Shrine Temple in Columbus, Ohio.

“Cy” Young died on November 4, 1955 in Newcomerstown, Ohio. One year after his death in 1955, the Cy Young Award was 
created in Major League Baseball.

Some of the information above is credited to the following sources:
1) Murphy, Christopher L. (1993) Brothers of the Diamond Freemasonry & Professional Baseball, 
     Dept. 291 – 720 6th Street, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada, V3L 3C5: Pyramid Publications
2) Denslow, William R. (1960) 10,000 Famous Freemasons, Transactions of the Missouri Lodge of Research, Volume IV Q-Z.



Ernest “Ernie” Banks 
(Born January 31, 1931 – Died January 23, 2015)
Ernest “Ernie” Banks was born on January 31, 1931 in Dallas, Texas. He was the second child of Eddie and Essie 
Banks. “Ernie” Banks was not interested in baseball in his youth, preferring other sports. While in high school, 
he played football, track, and basketball. His high school did not have a baseball team, however he played 
fastpitch baseball for a church team during the summers.

In 1951, “Ernie” Banks was drafted in the U.S. Army. After being discharged from the U.S. Army in 1953, he 
played briefly for the Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro American League. The Chicago Cubs signed “Ernie” 
Banks in 1953 and on September 17 at the age of 22, he made his professional debut in the Major League 
Baseball. He was the first African-American player for the Chicago Cubs and one of several Negro American 
League players to join Major League Baseball without playing in the Minor Leagues. He also received a visit 
from Jackie Robinson, the first African-American player in Major League Baseball, during his first game. After 
playing eighteen years and 2,528 games with the Chicago Cubs, the only Major League Baseball team for 
which he played, “Ernie” Banks retired on December 1, 1971. The Chicago Cubs retired his uniform number 
‘14’ in 1982. 

Some of “Ernie” Banks’ baseball achievements included 14-Time All Star, 2-Time National League MVP, 2-Time 
Home Run Leader, 2-Time RBI Leader, Gold Glove Award for shortstop in 1960, and Major League Baseball 
Hall of Fame (first ballot with 84%) in 1977.

During and after his baseball career, “Ernie” Banks was involved in several business ventures. In 1967, he 
and Bob Nelson were the first African-American owners of a U.S. Ford dealership. Two years later, he was 
appointed to the Board of Directors of the Chicago Transit Authority. In 2013, he received the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom Award.

As a Freemason, “Ernie” Banks was a member of Prince Hall Fidelity Lodge No. 103 in Chicago, Illinois. In 1959, 
he received the Prince Hall Mason of the Year Award.

“Ernie” Banks died on January 23, 2015 in Chicago, Illinois. He is buried at Graceland Cemetery in Chicago.

Some of the information above is credited to the following sources:
1) Page, Ken P.M. Summer 2014 edition, Prince Hall Masonic Journal, Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Illinois.
2) Langer, Michael A. March/April 2015, Famous American Masons, The Whispering Sands, Northwest Suburban Shrine Club.



Rogers “Rajah” Hornsby 
(Born April 27, 1896 – Died January 5, 1963)

Rogers “Rajah” Hornsby was born on April 27, 1896 in Winters, Texas. He was the youngest child of Ed and Mary Hornsby. 
At the age of two, his father died of unknown causes. Rogers Hornby began playing baseball very young and by the age 
of fifteen, he was already playing for several semi-professional teams.

Rogers Hornsby’s older brother, Everett Hornsby, played Minor League Baseball for many years. His brother arranged 
for him to tryout for a Minor League team called the Dallas Steers. Rogers Hornsby made the team but never played 
a game and was released after two weeks. In September of 1915, he made his National League debut for the St. Louis 
Cardinals. In 1922 and 1925, he led the National League in home runs. Rogers Hornsby was also an excellent second 
baseman with the St. Louis Cardinals and led the National League in double plays in 1922. The New York Giants signed 
him in 1927 where he also managed the team part of the year. In the offseason, he was traded to the Boston Braves 
and in 1928 became their best hitter, winning his seventh batting title. Inspite of Rogers Hornsby great play, the Boston 
Braves finished in seventh place out of eight teams in the National League. In addition, the team struggled financially. 
The Chicago Cubs offered the Boston Braves $200,000 ($2,789,535 today) plus five other baseball players for him in a 
trade and in 1929, he made his debut in Chicago. The Chicago Cubs won the pennant that year, but lost the World Series 
to the Philadelphia Athletics. The 1931 season was his last as a full-time player as boils on his feet prevented him from 
being very productive as a starter the following season. Although the Chicago Cubs advanced to the World Series in 
1932, Rogers Hornsby was released after that season as a player-manager. Starting in 1933, he played his final years for 
the St. Louis Cardinals and the American League St. Louis Browns. The St. Louis Browns released him in 1937.

Rogers Hornsby never left the game of baseball and from 1939 to 1952, he operated his own “Rogers Hornsby Baseball 
College” for six weeks out of each year. Starting in 1949, he became a TV announcer for the Chicago Cubs. He was 
inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1942.

As a Freemason, Rogers Hornsby was raised as a Master Mason in Beacon Lodge No. 3 in St. Louis, Missouri on August 
16, 1918. He became a member of Bellefontaine Chapter No. 25, Royal Arch Masons in Hazelwood, Missouri on February 
27, 1922. He was initiated as a Knights Templar at Ivanhoe Commandery No. 8 in Florissant, Missouri on May 15, 1922. 

Rogers Hornsby died on January 5, 1963 in Chicago, Illinois. 

Some of the information above is credited to the following sources:
1) Murphy, Christopher L. (1993) Brothers of the Diamond Freemasonry & Professional Baseball, 
     Dept. 291 – 720 6th Street, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada, V3L 3C5: Pyramid Publications
2) Denslow, William R. (1968) 10,000 Famous Freemasons, Transactions of the Missouri Lodge of Research, Volume II E-J.



Tyrus Raymond “Ty” Cobb 
(Born December 18, 1886 – Died July 17, 1961)
Tyrus Raymond “Ty” Cobb was born on December 18, 1886 in Narrows, Georgia. He was the oldest 
child of William and Amanda Cobb. Narrows was a small rural farming community. “Ty” Cobb became 
interested in baseball as a child. At the turn of the twentieth century, he played for the semi-professional 
teams Royston Rompers, Royston Reds, and Augusta Tourists in the state of Georgia. He also played for 
the Anniston Steelers in Alabama. 

In 1905, “Ty” Cobb made his professional debut for the American League’s Detroit Tigers after being 
traded by the Anniston Steelers. He played for the Detroit Tigers until 1926. In 1927, “Ty” Cobb signed 
with the Philadelphia Athletics. During his twenty-four year career, he achieved 90 Major League 
Baseball records, played in over 3,000 games, batted over 13,000 times, scored over 2,200 runs, and had 
over 4,100 hits. “Ty” Cobb was named to the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1936 with a 98.2% vote on 
the first ballot.

“Ty” Cobb was very competitive and sometimes violent on and off the field. In 1912, he climbed into the 
baseball stands and attacked a spectator. He was suspended without an official hearing. “Ty” Cobb’s 
teammates sided with him which resulted in the first baseball strike in history. Unlike his peers, he 
retired very wealthy due to his successful stock purchases of Coco-Cola and General Motors, in addition 
to bond trading. 

As a Freemason, “Ty” Cobb was raised as a Master Mason in Royston Lodge No. 426 (now Royston Lodge 
No. 52) in Royston, Georgia in 1907. In 1912, he was elected an honorary member of City Straights Lodge 
No. 452 in Detroit, Michigan. Also in 1912, he was made a “Master of the Royal Secret” in the Scottish Rite 
and became a Shriner at Moslem Temple, both in Detroit, Michigan.

“Ty” Cobb died on July 17, 1961 in Atlanta, Georgia.

Some of the information above is credited to the following sources:
1) Murphy, Christopher L. (1993) Brothers of the Diamond Freemasonry & Professional Baseball, 
     Dept. 291 – 720 6th Street, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada, V3L 3C5: Pyramid Publications
2) Denslow, William R. (1957) 10,000 Famous Freemasons, Transactions of the Missouri Lodge of Research, Volume I A-D.



Walter William “Billy” Pierce 
(Born April 2, 1927 – Died July 31, 2015)

Walter William “Billy” Pierce was born on April 2, 1927 in Detroit, Michigan. He was the son of Walter and Julia 
Pierce. He was raised in Highland Park, Michigan and showed a great interest in baseball by the age of ten.

Before completing high school in 1945, “Billy” Pierce made the roster of the Detroit Tigers after spring 
training having never played in the Minor League. In 1949, he was traded to the Chicago White Sox where 
he played until 1961. During his time with the White Sox, he was the winningest pitcher nine times and led 
in the number of strikeouts for eight seasons. “Billy” Pierce was known for his trademark fastball, beautiful 
curveball, slider, and changeup. The White Sox traded him to the San Francisco Giants in 1962. He retired 
from baseball in 1964. 

“Billy” Pierce’s achievements included playing in 7 All-Star games, pitching 3,306 innings with 1,999 
strikeouts, and being a member of the World Series Detroit Tigers team in 1945. In 1987, his number ‘19’ was 
retired by the Chicago White Sox and in July 2007, a statue of him was placed in the centerfield concourse of 
U.S. Cellular Field (now Guaranteed Rate Field).

As a Freemason, “Billy” Pierce became a Master Mason in Evergreen Park Lodge No. 1171 in Oak Lawn, 
Illinois on August 28, 1971. He was made a “Master of the Royal Secret” in the Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago 
on November 1, 1971. He was a very active member of the Shrine and served as Chairman of the Medinah 
Shrine Athletic Committee where he organized hospital benefit games at old Comiskey Park and benefit golf 
outings at Bloomingdale Golf Club and Medinah Country Club. On August 30, 2011, he became an Honorary 
Member of Scottish Rite Supreme Council receiving his 33rd Degree.

“Billy” Pierce died on July 31, 2015 in Palos Heights, Illinois. He is buried at Chapel Hill Gardens South 
Cemetery in Oak Lawn, Illinois.

Some of the information above is credited to the following sources:
1)  Valley of Chicago Scottish Rite and Medinah Shrine members.



William “Will” Harridge 
(Born October 16, 1883 – Died April 9, 1971)
William “Will” Harridge was an American League Baseball executive. He was born on October 16, 
1883 in Chicago, Illinois. His career in baseball started not as a player but as a Wabash Railroad 
transportation scheduler, specifically for American League Baseball teams.

“Will” Harridge served as the personal secretary of American League Founder/President Ban Johnson. 
He quickly advanced to the position of American League Secretary and in 1931, became the third 
President of the American League. During his tenure as President, new concepts emerged like night 
baseball games and watching games on television. He held that position for twenty-eight years until 
retiring in 1958.

“Will” Harridge was named to the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1972. In his honor, the American 
League Championship team is awarded the William Harridge Trophy.

As a Freemason, “Will” Harridge was raised as a Master Mason in Wilmette Park Lodge No. 931 in 
Wilmette, Illinois on February 4, 1916. 

“Will” Harridge died on April 9, 1971 in Evanston, Illinois. He is buried at Memorial Park Cemetery in 
Skokie, Ilinois.

Some of the information above is credited to the following sources:
1)  Murphy, Christopher L. (1993) Brothers of the Diamond Freemasonry & Professional Baseball, 
     Dept. 291 – 720 6th Street, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada, V3L 3C5: Pyramid Publications



Willie Howard Mays 
(Born May 6, 1931)

Willie Howard Mays was born on May 6, 1931 in Westfield, Alabama. He was the child of Cat Mays and Annie 
Satterwhite. His father was a baseball player for the local iron plant and his mother was a basketball and track 
star in high school. Willie Mays’ parents never married. With athleticism running in his family, he excelled in both 
basketball and football in high school.

In 1947, Willie Mays began his baseball career while in high school playing for the Tennessee Chattanooga Choo-
Choos of the Negro Southern League. After briefly playing for the Tennessee team, he returned to Alabama and 
joined the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro American League. The Birmingham Black Barons won the Negro 
American League’s World Series in 1948. Willie Mays made his Major League debut for the New York Giants in 
1951. That year, the Major League voted him Rookie of the Year. The U.S. Army drafted him in 1952 to serve in the 
Korean War which forced him to miss the remainder of the season and all of 1953. In 1954, Willie Mays returned to 
the New York Giants and won the MVP Award and went on to sweep the Cleveland Indians in World Series. The 
Giants franchise relocated the team to San Francisco in 1958. In 1965, he won his second MVP award while also 
that year hitting his 500th career home run. The San Francisco Giants traded Willie Mays to the New York Mets in 
1972 due to the franchise having financial trouble. He played for the Mets for a season and a half, retiring after the 
1973 World Series where they lost to the Oakland Athletics in a best of seven series.

Some of Willie Mays’ baseball achievements included winning 12 consecutive Gold Glove Awards, 4-Time Home 
Run Leader, and 4-Time Stolen Base Leader. From 1954 to 1966, he played in over 160 games per season, placing 
him second on ‘The Sports News List of 100 Greatest Baseball Players’ in 1999. He was named to the Black Hall of 
Fame in 1974, the National Baseball Hall of Fame (first ballot with 95%) in 1979, and the San Francisco Bay Area Hall 
of Fame in 1980. In November 2015, Willie Mays won the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

As a Freemason, Willie Mays became a Master Mason in Prince Hall Boyer Lodge No. 1 in New York City, New York. 

Willie Mays currently lives in Atherton, California.

Some of the information above is credited to the following sources:
1) Murphy, Christopher L. (1993) Brothers of the Diamond Freemasonry & Professional Baseball, 
     Dept. 291 –720 6th Street, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada, V3L 3C5: Pyramid Publications









List of Seven Freemasons on the
1933 World Series New York Giants

Some of the information above is credited to the following sources: 1) Murphy, Christopher L. (1993) Brothers of the Diamond Freemasonry & Professional Baseball, Dept. 291 –720 6th Street, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada, V3L 3C5: Pyramid Publications. 
2) Burr, Harold C. October 1933. Giants of the Craft, The New York Masonic Outlook Magazine, Copyright Grand Lodge of New York Courtesy of Livingston Masonic Library Image by Joseph Patzner.

William Harold “Memphis Bill” Terry 
Player/Manager, First Baseman

Born October 30, 1898 – Died January 9, 1989

Named to the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1954
Member of Park Avenue Lodge No. 362, 

Memphis, Tennessee

Leroy Earl Parmelee
Pitcher

Born April 25, 1907 – Died August 31, 1981

Member of Samaria Lodge No. 348, 
Samaria, Michigan

Glenn Spencer
Pitcher

Born September 11, 1905 – Died December 30, 1958

Member of Binghamton Lodge No. 177, 
Binghamton, New York

Hughey Critz
Second Baseman

Born September 17, 1900 – Died January 10, 1980

Member of Mississippi Wahabi Shriners

William Watson Clark
Pitcher

Born May 16, 1902 – Died March 4, 1972

Member of Mississippi Wahabi Shriners

George Willis “Kiddo” Davis
Centerfielder

Born February 12, 1902 – Died March 4, 1983

Member of Ashlar Lodge, Bridgeport Connecticut

Carl Owen “King Carl” Hubbell
Pitcher

Born June 22, 1903 – Died November 21, 1988

In 1936 and 1937, set a league record for 
24 consecutive wins by a pitcher

Named to the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1947
Member of Meeker Lodge No. 479, 

Meeker, Oklahoma


