
Native Americans in the War of 1812
One of the major fighting forces in the War of 1812 was the North American ‘Indians’ or Native Americans. Most, but not all, fought on 
the side of the British. There were actually two different groups: the Iroquois in the East and a confederation of Tribes or Nations north 
of the Ohio River.

Native Americans aligned with the British because both groups wanted better relations, as well as an interest in protecting lands from 
American expansion. The British referred to the Native Americans as members of the First Nations, rather than Tribes, and welcomed 
them into their Masonic Lodges. The Americans wanted to expand into the Native American territories, such as Michigan, as part of a 
sense of ‘Manifest Destiny,’ and feared them.

Notable leaders among the Native Americans were Chiefs’ Tecumseh and John Norton and Captain Arrowsmith. Each leader came from 
a quite different background.



Native Americans in the War of 1812 
Captain T.J. Arrowsmith
(Birth and Death Dates Unknown)

While we have knowledge about Native American leaders in the War of 1812, not 
much is known about Captain Arrowsmith who fought on the American side in 
the Battle of Ft. George, Canada. He is presumed to have been a Native American 
from his name. From available records of American officers in the War of 1812, he is 
believed to have been a member of the Sixth Regiment.

On May 27, 1813, Americans began the attack on Ft. George, which is located where 
the Niagara River flows into Lake Ontario at present day Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
Captain Arrowsmith led his men in attacking the British forces. Upon advancing, 
he saw a British officer with a broken leg trying to crawl away, expecting to be 
bayoneted, and giving a Masonic sign of distress. Recognizing the sign, Captain 
Arrowsmith reassured the wounded officer that no harm would come to him and 
arranged for him to be cared for by an American Army surgeon.

Eventually Captain Arrowsmith himself was injured and placed in a hospital bed 
next to the Brother whom he saved. Research shows that after the war, these 
Masonic brethren became good friends.

VS.



Native Americans in the War of 1812 
Captain John Norton
(Born 1760 - Died After 1826)

 

It is documented that Chief Norton was a Mason, having been brought into the 
Fraternity by his mentor, British General Brock. While one parent was a Cherokee, 
he was raised and educated in Great Britain. He came up through the ranks as a 
member of the regular British Army, eventually being commissioned as a Major.

After having fought in the Napoleonic Wars, Chief Norton was stationed in Upper 
Canada. While there, he became close with the local Native Americans and was 
adopted as a son by Chief Brandt of the Mohawks. Chief Norton succeeded Chief 
Brandt as leader of the Mohawks and the Iroquois, who joined in the fight against 
the British. Many of the Iroquois were British loyalists in the American Revolution, 
while others sided with the Americans.



Native Americans in the War of 1812 
Chief Tecumseh 
(Born 1768 - Died 1813)

It is believed that Chief Tecumseh was a Mason, although it cannot be documented. He 
is said to have sat in several Lodges in Upper Canada, including one in Amherstburg, a 
little south of modern day Windsor, Ontario. His father fought in battles against colonial 
forces prior to the American Revolutionary War. Chief Tecumseh persuaded many 
Native Americans to join his Shawnees in fighting the American forces so as to protect 
their territory.

The use of Native American forces was quite notable in one of the first battles of the 
war. After the opening American attack across the Detroit River was repelled, the British 
forces attacked Ft. Detroit. Chief Tecumseh’s tactic of having his men parade in a loop to 
appear greater in number, scared American General Hull so much that he immediately 
surrendered the fort.



Francis Scott Key and 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” 
(Born 1779 – Died 1843)

Francis Scott Key (F.S. Key ) was an author, attorney, poet, and composer. He was born 
on August 9, 1790 in Frederick County, Maryland to John Ross Key, a Revolutionary 
War o�cer and Ann Phoebe Penn Dagworthy.   He was educated at St. John’s College 
in Annapolis, Maryland, studied law in the o�ce of his uncle, Philip Barton Key, and 
later became a prominent practicing attorney in Frederick City, MD.  He subsequently 
moved to Washington, where he eventually became the District Attorney for the 
District of Columbia. 

When the British invaded Washington in 1814, British Major General Ross and Vice 
Admiral Cockburn, along with their sta� o�cers made their headquarters in Upper 
Marlboro, Maryland at the residence of Dr. William Beanes, whom they later seized 
as a prisoner. Friends of Dr. Beanes went to F.S. Key for assistance with his release. 
F.S. Key took up the cause, and President James Madison aided him by ordering the 
shipping vessel Chesapeake Bay “Minden” be placed at his service and requiring 
that John Skinner, U.S. Prisoner Exchange Agent, accompany him.  F.S. Key and John 
Skinner came across a British �agship in the Chesapeake Bay and eventually went on 
to meet with General Ross.  General Ross eventually consented to Dr. Beane’s release, 
allowing the three men to go back to their ship but not back to Baltimore, Maryland. 



Francis Scott Key and 
“The Star-Spangled Banner”
continued...
The vessel of F.S. Key, John Skinner, and Dr. Beane was consequently tied up to a British ship in 
the Chesapeake Bay and guarded by British soldiers until after the Battle of Baltimore which 
started on the morning of September 13, 1814. The location of the ships was approximately 
eight miles from Fort McHenry in Baltimore. The position of the American �ag at Fort McHenry 
could distinctly be seen through the night by the glare of battle. Before dawn the �ring ceased, 
and the three prisoners anxiously watched to see which colors �oated on the ramparts. 

Key’s feelings when he found out that the stars and stripes had not fallen down began writing 
a poem that would forever cement his name in American history.  He wrote it on the back 
of a letter he had in his pocket. After being released in Baltimore on September 16, 1814, he 
completed the text. This poem eventually was set to the tune of “To Anacreon in Heaven” 
which had been written by John Sta�ord Smith for the Anacreontic Society, a men’s social club 
of musicians in London, England. The tune was also popular in the United States with various 
lyrics and became known as the “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

“The Star Spangled Banner” was recognized for o�cial use by the United States Navy in 1889, 
and by U.S. President Woodrow Wilson in 1916 who ordered that the anthem be played at 
military and other appropriate occasions.  The playing of the song two years later at game 
one of the 1918 World Series and thereafter at each game of that series is often cited as the 
�rst instance the anthem was played at a baseball game. Congress made “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” the national anthem by a resolution on March 3, 1931 and was later signed into law by 
President Herbert Hoover. 



The War of 1812 
The Di�erent Parties 
and Their Issues

While the War of 1812 was primarily between the United States of America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, it involved 
several parties with separate interests. 

At that time, the British engaged France in the Napoleonic Wars. Many British sailors deserted and went to work on American ships for better pay. 
Britain boarded American ships on the high seas and seized sailors. The United States used this as the o�cial reason for the war. As far as Britain 
was concerned, the War of 1812 was a bit of a nuisance when their major struggle was with France.

France, of course, wanted to do whatever it could do to hinder the British. If this meant giving assistance to the Americans or trying to get them 
to declare war against Britain, so be it. There were also some supplies that were obtained from American sources.

The Americans used the imprisonment of sailors as a major reason to declare war and go into Canada in a quest for more territory. This was 
despite the fact that most of the sailors being seized were British Navy deserters, rather than Americans who just happened to have British 
citizenship because of birth or parentage. Orders forbidding trade with shipping ports controlled by France also created technical issues. In 
addition, the Americans were expanding into the Native American territories to the West. 



The War of 1812 
The Di�erent Parties and Their Issues 
continued...

The Canadians held local interests while being a British colony and British subjects. Many descended from loyalists who left what 
became the United States after the Revolutionary War. They had no interest in becoming part of the United States of America.

There were two groups of Native Americans involved in the War of 1812. One group descended from the Iroquois Nations of New York 
State and were forced to leave the United States as political refugees after having fought along with the British during the Revolutionary 
War. The other group consisted of Native Americans from the West who fought to keep their traditional lands, which included roughly 
the states Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin, from settlement by Americans who pushed them further west and south.



President Andrew Jackson
Masonic Career 
(Born 1767 – Died 1845)
Seventh President (1829-1837)

Many historians and researchers question whether President Andrew Jackson was a 
Mason.  The questions arise due to the fact that his Blue Lodge records were lost.  It 
is strongly believed that he was a member of St. Tammany Lodge No.1 in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and that his membership began as early as 1800. Organized in 1789, 
under a Dispensation from the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, St. Tammany Lodge 
No.1 was the �rst Masonic Lodge in Tennessee. The name of the Lodge later changed 
to Harmony Lodge No. 1 on November 1, 1800.  Andrew Jackson is o�cially listed as 
a member in the Lodge return to the Grand Lodge of North Carolina and Tennessee 
for 1805.  On December 27, 1813, the Grand Lodge of Tennessee received its own 
Constitution. From October 7, 1822 to October 4, 1824, President Andrew Jackson 
served as the 6th Grand Master of Masons of Tennessee for two consecutive terms.



President Andrew Jackson
Military Career 
(Born 1767 – Died 1845)
Seventh President (1829-1837)

War of 1812 – Battle of New Orleans (December 24, 1814 – January 8, 1815)
After being successful in the �ght against the Creek Native American forces as an o�cer in the Tennessee Militia, the military commissioned 
Andrew Jackson as a Major General in the Regular Army to lead the defense of the Gulf Coast, especially the New Orleans area. He assembled a 
�ghting force of whatever manpower was available to defend New Orleans against an expected British attack. This force consisted of regulars, 
state militia, slaves, free Blacks, Choc Native Americans of the Choctaw Nation, some aristocrats, and even pirates.

Although the Treaty of Ghent which was signed in Belgium on December 24, 1814 ended the War of 1812, word did not reach North America until 
February of 1815. During that time, British forces planned an attack to obtain control of shipping tra�c on the Mississippi River. Major General 
Andrew Jackson constructed a physical line of defense.

On January 8, 1815, the British unleashed their attack. The American forces responded with extremely accurate aim, and the battle lasted for 
30 minutes. The British lost about 2,600 men including 3 generals and 7 colonels, with 700 killed, 1,400 wounded, and 500 taken prisoner. The 
Americans lost fewer than 100 men.

After this victory, Major General Andrew Jackson was regarded as a celebrated hero and savior of the nation. He later became Grand Master of 
Masons in Tennessee from 1822 to 1824 and President of the United States from 1829 to 1837.




