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The Bodies of the Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of
Chicago, State of Illinois, acknowledge and yield allegiance
to the Supreme Council, 33°, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the
United States of America, whose Grand East is in Lexington,
Mass., and whose officers are: Ill. John William McNaughton,
33°, Sovereign Grand Commander; Ill. Benny L. Grisham, MSA,
33°, Deputy for Illinois, and whose other Active Members for the
State of Illinois are: Ill. John T. Phillips, 33°; Ill. Gregory L. Clark,
33°; and Ill. James L. Tungate, 33°; Ill. Randall R. Milone, 33o
and Ill. Norman R. Buecker, 33°, Emeritus Ill. Phillip C. Kenney,
33°, Emeritus Ill. Lawrence D. Inglis, 33°, Emeritus, Ill. Lee B.
Lockwood, 33°, Emeritus Ill. Harold E. Witte, 33°, Past Active,
and Ill. Richard L. Swaney, 33°, Past Active.

Are you, or do you know of a Masonic Brother that
would like to be the Scottish Rite Photographer?
The Photographer documents the events as well as
takes member portraits. Capturing the brotherhood
bond and creating a historical memory of the
Scottish Rite is paramount to this role.
If you are interested, contact the Cathedral Staff:
webmaster@scottishritechicago.org

Correspondence concerning the magazine or mail delivery
should be addressed to Edward J. Witas, III, MSA, 33° , Executive
Secretary and Chief Operating Officer.
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Scottish Rite Members on Active Military Duty
and Retired with Disability
If you are a Scottish Rite member who is on active military duty,
the Supreme Council has an assessment exemption program, and the
Valley of Chicago has a dues exemption program. You only need to
inform the Valley of Chicago of your active duty status by calling (800)
774-3467 and your membership dues for that year will be waived.
Please also keep our military personnel and their
families in your thoughts and prayers as they fight
to preserve our way of life and freedoms.

We thank them for their service to our Great Nation.

Donald E. Esser, VA, MSA, Thrice Potent Master
Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection
Stephen W. Ford, Sovereign Prince
Chicago Council Princes of Jerusalem
Frank P. Lasick Jr., MSA, 33°, Most Wise Master
Gourgas Chapter Rose Croix
Andrew A. Keppy, Commander-in-Chief
Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.
James W. Patton, 33°, Fraternal Secretary
David R. Koss, Assistant Fraternal Secretary
Marvin L. Selock, 33°, Fraternal Treasurer
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Eternal Refreshment
reported as of May 2017

Walter F. Bandi Jr.
Chester R. Davis
Walter J. Egebergh
Walter C. Hallford
Gust J. Koutselas

Frank Marek
Raymond F. Moehle
William E. Rehberg
Robert W. Roth
William H. Thielmann
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R E U N I O N W R A P - U P

A 290 career batting average with 426 home runs and 1475 runs batted in
is the career stat line for 1987 Hall of Fame Class Inductee and Chicago Cub
great Billy Williams. The long time baseball icon was the Valley of Chicago’s
guest and speaker at the Spring Reunion Gala held on Friday, April 7th,
2017. Billy spent time mingling with members, telling stories and posing
for pictures and autographs. As a special treat for the new members of
the Spring Class, he held a private meet & greet. It was the perfect way to
kick-off the Valley’s baseball themed Reunion. The grand hall was adorned
with baseball memorabilia and photos of accomplished Masonic baseball
players of yesteryear.
The festivities continued into Saturday with six live degree performances
including a live 4th degree. “We wanted to give the membership and new
class an all-live Reunion. That includes the 4th degree which is rarely performed live. We felt it was important to do that for the guys,” stated Thrice
Potent Master, Mike Ehle. A reunion with this many moving parts is a
logistical challenge for the stage, technical, wardrobe and makeup departments. They are responsible to make sure Reunion Day goes off without a
hitch and the production is high quality. “We practiced and rehearsed as
much as we could. That really makes a big difference. We still had a few
curve balls come our way, but we improvised and it all worked out. I want
to thank all the men behind the scenes who helped make it a success,”
stated Steve Schenk, Technical Director.
Finally, at the end of the day Robert “Bob” A. Alley, 33o, was introduced as
the 2017 Spring Class Honoree. His work on the lighting committee, time
as an officer and limitless generosity of time and talents to the Valley of
Chicago made him an ideal choice and an inspiring honoree for the class.
The after party continued into the evening with cigars, dinner and, yes,
the White Sox game, a fitting way to end the VOC Spring 2017 Baseball
Reunion.
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Class Honoree Robert A. Alley, 33o
recognized for his outstanding
contributions!
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S P R I N G

C L A S S

2017

Spring Class
Steven B. Balk

Cristian V. Borsa

Paul T. Braden

Christopher C. Carter

Andrzey Ciesla

Januario D. Buenaobra

Erris E. Coleman

Nicanor L. Burgos

Jose B. Carandang

Arnold E. Carlstrom

Mark Luis T. Crisostomo

Robert D. Dix, Jr.

Brandon P. Eells

Miguel A. Esses

Alexander J. Gholson

Ryan K. Hanssen

Alphonso D. Jackson

Michael L. Kaniok

Mark K. Kirkwood

Christian A. Lara

Angel L. Lebron

Robert D. McLuckie

Luis A. Mendez

David P. Morphew

Brian J. Owen

Royce Madula
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Bill Masalas

George A. Giese
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Kevin J. Piacenza

Nick E. Smith

Robert L. Wingader

Joshua M. Winstead

Gerry D. Thomas

Angel M. Uribe

S P R I N G

James A. Waidanz

C L A S S

Jason S. Warling

Fun Facts About the 2017 Spring Class
Age Range: 22-77 years
Occupations: Actor, Bus Owner, Computers, Contractor, Designer/Photographer, Electrician, Engineer, Fire Fighter/
Paramedic, Finance, Law, Marketing, Medical, Operations, Railroad, Sales, Military, Print, and Security.
Blue Lodge Affiliations: A. O. Fay, Barrington, Clarence P. Schwarz, Crete, Elmhurst, Evans Lodge, Glenview United, Grove,
Jerusalem Temple, King Oscar, Lake Zurich, Lawn, Libertyville, Lombard, Men In Brotherhood, Millburn, Morton Grove,
Oriental, Pillipinas, Pleiades, Raven, Ravenswood, St Cecelia, Wauconda, Waukegan, Westchester, Wheaton.

The 2017 Spring Class will be performing the 18th degree at the 2017 Fall Reunion!

Congratulations to
Wauconda Lodge for
Winning the Chicago Cup!
Congrats to Wauconda Lodge No. 298 for winning the Spring 2017 Chicago Cup.
Wauconda Lodge had the most candidates in this Reunion Class. They unseated long
time winners Pillipinas Lodge No. 1180, and achieved their first Chicago Cup Championship. The lodge will receive a group outing to a Sunday Chicago White Sox game as a
reward. The Valley of Chicago presents the Cup twice a year to the lodge who brings in
the most new candidates in a Reunion Class. Will your lodge be next ?
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A Fraternity Goes to
War: The Lost History
of a Mason and his
Masonic Civil War
Certificate
By John J. Coelho, Archivist, Scottish Rite Masonic Museum
& Library

In the February 2016 issue of The Northern Light, I introduced
a Civil War Masonic War Certificate issued by the Grand Lodge
of Illinois to Corporal Phineas Lovejoy of the 3rd Regiment,
Illinois Cavalry, on December 23, 1861. In this article, I will
explore the history of Lovejoy’s certificate, in the Scottish Rite
Masonic Museum & Library collection, in greater detail.
From April 1861 to the end of September 1863, the Grand
Lodge of Illinois issued 1,757 Masonic war certificates to
Illinois Master Masons, and eventually to the sons of Master
Masons. These traveling certificates could vouch for their
good Masonic standing to their Confederate brothers whom
they would shortly meet upon the battlefield. As Michael A.
Halleran explained in his 2010 book, The Better Angels of Our
Nature, Freemasons on both sides of the irrepressible conflict
looked for ways to demonstrate their Masonic affiliation to
one another, especially to Freemasons on the opposing side.
Some Freemasons used Masonic pins to convey their Masonic
affiliation, while others carried with them their “diploma
— the nineteenth-century equivalent of a dues card.” In
the case of injury or death, these soldiers hoped that their
Masonic identification would induce their fellow Freemasons,
regardless of their side in the war, to care for them or to “bury
them and mark their grave.”
Phineas Lovejoy (ca. 1832-1862), born in Pennsylvania in
about 1832, was the first-born child of Jabez (1800-1852)
and Catherine Lovejoy (1816-1852), and the first cousin once
removed of the abolitionist newspaper editor Elijah P. Lovejoy
(1802-1837) and his brother, United States Congressman
Owen Lovejoy (1811-1864), a political ally of Abraham Lincoln.
Census records for the years 1850 and 1860 document that
Lovejoy worked as a farmer, and articles in local newspapers
capture his active political life, including his election as town
6

IMAGE CREDITS:
Masonic War Certificate for Phineas Lovejoy, December 23,
1861. Gift of Rushville Lodge, No. 9, A. F. & A. M. (Rushville,
Illinois). Collection of the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum and
Library, MA 007.

clerk in 1856 and his re-election in 1859. The Proceedings of
the Grand Lodge of Illinois reveal that Lovejoy was initiated
into the fraternity at Columbus Lodge, No. 227 (Columbus,
Illinois), in 1859, and that he served as the Lodge’s Junior
Warden and then its Master in 1860. According to the Illinois
Civil War Muster and Descriptive Rolls, like many Illinoisans,
Lovejoy swiftly joined the army on August 5, 1861, shortly
after the war began, and that under the command of
Brigadier General Samuel Curtis (1805-1866), Lovejoy and
his regiment took part in the Battle of Pea Ridge in early
March 1862.
Phineas Lovejoy did not survive the war and the cause of
his death has not yet been identified. We do know that
Lovejoy died at the age of thirty, onboard the Steamer
White Cloud near Memphis, Tennessee. Further research
has also provided a clearer picture of Phineas Lovejoy’s life
in his final months. After Brigadier General Curtis’ initial
success at the Battle of Pea Ridge, his following attack on
Little Rock stalled badly, and Lovejoy and his regiment were
forced to fall back to Jacksonport, Arkansas, for resupply
by Union riverboats traveling up the White River. When
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A Fraternity Goes to War: The Lost
History of a Mason and his Masonic
Civil War
Continued from page 6...

low water conditions in the river prevented this resupply,
Lovejoy and his regiment began a grueling twenty-four
day forced march on short supplies and with little water to
Helena, Arkansas, the largest town on the Mississippi River
and a natural supply base for Union operations.
Historian Rhonda M. Kohl described Helena as a sickly
place in her 2004 article, “‘This Godforsaken Town’: Death
and Disease at Helena, Arkansas, 1862-63,” and as soon as
Lovejoy’s exhausted regiment arrived in Helena, dysentery,
typhoid, and malaria quickly overtook the men. On August
9, 1862, Phineas Lovejoy died onboard the side-wheeled
steamer White Cloud, just offshore of Memphis, the same
day he mustered out of the army. A report from the Chicago
Daily Tribune on Wednesday, August 13, 1862, documented
the steamer’s arrival in Memphis but failed to mention the
death of any of its passengers, including Phineas Lovejoy. In
light of this information, it seems likely that he was seriously
ill when he boarded the White Cloud and died while being
transported north for medical treatment. Lovejoy was buried
in a family plot at Byler Cemetery in Coatsburg, Illinois, and in
the 1862 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Illinois he was
memorialized as a “worthy brother.”

2017
Volunteer of the
Year Award
Jody M. Switzer
At the annual Committee Appreciation
Brunch in May, the Valley of Chicago
paid tribute to the hard work of the
volunteer committees. These groups
range from lighting to scholarship to
public safety and everything in
between. At the brunch the
Thrice Potent Master, Michael E. Ehle, 33°,
stated, “The individual committees perform the essential
functions of the Valley. They are where action meets
decisions and the work happens. This brunch is a small
token of our gratitude for all the hard work you perform.”
The VOC Presiding Officers also went on to hand out the
prestigious Volunteer of the Year Award to Jody M. Switzer
for his dedication to the Valley of Chicago. Jody is on the
Reception and Hospitality Team that greets and assists
members at events. He is always present with a smile and
a helping hand. Thank you Jody for all you do for the Valley
of Chicago!

“Idleness”

Article Contributed by Valley of Chicago Museum and Library Committee
Painting by Alfred Emile Leopold Stevens (1823 – 1906)
This painting is an original work by Belgian artist Alfred Emile Leopold Stevens. Stevens was a very successful painter and known for his portraits of modern women of
the period. This oil on canvas painting depicts a reclining woman in a provocative
pose. The work is undated, but signed. On the back the inscription reads, “The undersigned declares that this picture (Idleness) had been painted by himself to the order
of J.G. Moulton, Esq. A.E. Stevens.”
Jason Gardner Moulton was born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1844 and later became
a member of the Valley of Chicago. In his young adult years, he apprenticed in engraving, designing, and carving. Moulton went on to become a professor of mathematics
and teacher at the Bryant and Stratton Business College in Baltimore, Maryland from
1876 to 1881. Years later he moved to Chicago where he became a prominent art
importer and dealer in foreign and American paintings. In 1907, Moulton established
an art gallery in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He extensively collected Masonic art and
research. A plaque at the bottom of the artwork’s decorated frame reads, “A. Stevens,
Belgian, Presented to Oriental Consistory by Prince James G. Moulton.”
Summer 2017 • Scottish Rite News
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Meet James A. Leopardo...

This past weekend I had the
honor of speaking at the
Western Illinois University
commencement ceremony
as the 2017 Distinguished
Alumni. During which, I
couldn’t help but be reminded
that Leopardo Construction’s
success is a true reflection of
the strong relationships we
have with our clients. Without
you, I wouldn’t be winning
these awards. Thank you on
behalf of myself and the entire
Leopardo team.
Warm regards,
James A. Leopardo

Soon after starting his construction company
in 1977, entrepreneur James Leopardo quickly
began making an impact on the industry, as well
as the communities he and his employees were
tied to. Under his leadership as CEO, Leopardo
Companies has grown into one of the nation’s
largest contractors with more than 400 employees and 400 projects built annually. In fact, Leopardo Construction was the General Contractor for
the Scottish Rite building in Bloomingdale.
Today, he continues to lead Leopardo with a
community-minded approach to business, which
has organically grown into an important distinguishing characteristic over the past four decades.
This is marked by countless employee volunteer
initiatives, fundraisers, non-profit partnerships,
above-and-beyond services, a charitable band, as
well as a charitable foundation dedicated to the
core values of kindness, goodwill, compassion
and benevolence that have all blossomed under
Jim’s guidance. Every year the Leopardo Charitable Foundation aids dozens of deserving charities
that promote education, health, technology and
wellness. Since 2004, the company and its foundation have raised and donated well over $1.5
million.
Many successful people or businesses champion a specific cause or support a single charitable organization, but with Jim it goes far beyond

that. His personal charitable giving, whether
with his time or financial support, has had a
wide-reaching impact on a variety of organizations and causes that include the ACE Tech High
School, American Cancer Society, Aurora Crime
Stoppers, Children’s Dyslexia Center, American
Heart Association, Rebuilding Together Metro
Chicago, DuPage Medical Group Charitable Fund,
Inner City Impact, Jewish United Fund, Landmarks Illinois, LaRabida Children’s Hospital, Max
McGraw Wildlife Foundation, Northern Illinois
Food Bank, ALS Association, Riverside Healthcare
Foundation, Anti-Cruelty Society, United Way and
the Rush-Copley Foundation, among many others. Jim is also a member proud member of the
Scottish Rite - Valley of Chicago and Illumination
Lodge.
As a former athlete, Jim has also coupled his
passion for sports with his philanthropic efforts.
One of his first experiences with charitable work
found Jim successfully raising $5 million so the
Foglia YMCA of Metro Chicago could begin construction on a new facility in Lake Zurich. He has
also dedicated hours to coaching shot put and
discus throwers on the Barrington High School
track team, and has also long-supported the Illinois Heat Youth Basketball program and Amateur
Athletic Union.

The results of this year’s WALK to Help
Children with Dyslexia
Blue Lodge Challenge!
1st Lombard Lodge No. 1098 $4673
2nd Zurich Lodge No. 1089
$4078
3rd Rising Sun Lodge No. 115 $2930

The Children’s Dyslexia Center of Metropolitan Chicago is a Scottish Rite charity. The purpose of the Blue Lodge Trophy
is to raise awareness of the charity across
the broader Masonic community, and to
act as a way for lodges to work together,
though friendly competition, towards a
common goal.
While only one name will go on the
trophy, every lodge that formed a team
and raised money for this worthy cause is
a champion. But most of all, it is the children who suffer from dyslexia that are the
true winners. When Masons practice charity, we actively demonstrate the greatest
virtue of all.
Thanks to all lodges who participated
in this challenge. We raised a record total
of over $38,000 this year.
8

Thank you to all of the riders
and volunteers who participated
at the Bike MS event
on June 10-11, 2017!
A special thank you to Ozzie Trejo, Chairperson, The
Batavia DeMolay, and the Scottish Rite Members !
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Meet your Elected &
Appointed Officers
The annual meetings of the Coordinate Bodies
of the Valley of Chicago and the Scottish Rite
Cathedral Association of Chicago were held on
Thursday, May 25, 2017, in Bloomingdale, Illinois.
The following members have been elected or
appointed to govern the Valley of Chicago for
the ensuing Masonic Year.

Board of Directors

2017 - 18

B O A R D

A N D

O F F I C E R S

Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.
Andrew A. Keppy
Commander-in-Chief
Lance J. Welter, VA, MSA
First Lieutenant Commander
Harvey A. Wigdor, 33°
Second Lieutenant Commander
Karl J. Nygard
Orator
Brandon A. Zears
Chancellor
Marvin L. Selock, 33°
Treasurer
James W. Patton, 33°
Secretary
David R. Koss
Assistant Secretary
Bruce H. Zimmerman
Master of Ceremonies
Douglas H. Keppy
Hospitaler
Andrew A. Keppy
David R. Koss
Engineer and Seneschal
Commander-in-Chief
Marc C. Brofka
Color Bearer
Robert A. Monahan
Standard Bearer
Michael W. Behm
Captain of the Guard
Joel R. Jaffe
Sentinel
			

Gourgas Chapter Rose Croix

John W. Quinn
President
Frank P. Lasick Jr., MSA, 33°
Most Wise Master

R. Bruce DeMent Jr.
Second Vice President

Ahmad M. “Andy” Hassan
First Vice President

Donald E. Esser
Stephen W. Ford
Michael E. Ehle
Andrew A. Keppy
Frank P. Lasick Jr.
J. Kenneth Ludwig
James E. McKinnon
John W. Quinn
Jerry D. Sparks
Frank S. Winans
Edward J. Witas, III

Scott D. Neville
James D. Pankiewicz II
James H. Oehler, MSA, 33°
Walter Hemphill
Jody M. Switzer
William D. Lutter
Franklin J. Skorski
Aaron R. Buehler

Most Wise Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Orator
Treasurer
Secretary
Assistant Secretary
Master of Ceremonies
Hospitaler
Captain of the Guard
Tyler
Prelate
Aide
Assistant Hospitaler
Assistant Hospitaler
Assistant Hospitaler
Assistant Hospitaler
Assistant Hospitaler

Chicago Council Princes of Jerusalem

Stephen W. Ford
Sovereign Prince

Stephen W. Ford		
Sovereign Prince
Chad M. Lacek		
High Priest
David A. Truax		
Senior Warden
Steven A. Schenk		
Junior Warden
Marvin L. Selock, 33°
Treasurer
James W. Patton, 33°
Secretary
David R. Koss
Assistant Secretary
Joseph W. Pegoraro, MSA
Master of Ceremonies
Terry J. Hartl		
Hospitaler
Wayne Spooner		
Master of Entrances
Oswaldo Trejo		
Tyler
			

Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection

Executive Secretary and Chief Operating Officer

Wallace B. Dunn
Treasurer

James W. Patton
Almoner

Bradley L. Baker
Assistant Almoner
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Frank P. Lasick Jr., MSA, 33°
Antwane O. Lee
Dennis R. Hennebry
Xander “Guide” Sobecki
Marvin L. Selock, 33°
James W. Patton, 33°
David R. Koss		
Kristeffor D. Caldwell
Eric R. Scanlan
John P. Marquardt

Donald E. Esser
Thrice Potent Master

Donald E. Esser, VA, MSA
Angelo S. Deserio
Reuben M. Owens
Russell A. Scanlan
Edward C. Steffy, MSA, 33°
Marvin L. Selock, 33°
James W. Patton, 33°
David R. Koss		
Mark D. Nokes
Robert Kogut
Calvin E. Johnson
Nathaniel D. Upham

Thrice Potent Master
Deputy Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Orator
Treasurer
Secretary
Assistant Secretary
Master of Ceremonies
Hospitaler
Captain of the Guard
Tyler
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All reports are available to view on our website

www.scottishritechicago.org

VALLEY OF CHICAGO

Annual Report of Gourgas Chapter Rose Croix
Illustrious Active, Illustrious Active Emeritus, Illustrious Brothers and Grand Elect Masons all;
During the 2016/17 year members of the Valley of
Chicago, along with guest volunteers have participated in many worthy endeavors. It is fitting to thank the
families and friends of our members for their continuing support of our members as we have committed
our time and resources in these fraternal and charitable events.
In May of 2016 we kicked off the new year with
the installation of new Officers and their new line. It
was a grand event hosted at the Union League Club.
June marked the annual meeting at the Illinois
Council of Deliberation which was held in Springfield,
Brothers John P. Marquardt and John D. Riggs were
announced to receive their Meritorious Service Award
(Red Caps) in 2017. Congratulations to them both!
The Annual MS 2016 Bike Ride June 25-26 was
held in DeKalb IL. Our riders were once again on the
road to support this worthy cause. We also had a crew
of members at the lunch rest stop to support all of
the riders. We have been involved for 33 years and are
proud to say that we are one of the longest supporters
of this event.
Other events that were held during the summer
were the Walk-A-Thon which raises money for the

Dyslexia Center and the Annual Golf Outing which we
all enjoyed.
At the August meeting our Illustrious Active
John T. Phillips, 33o and Illustrious Active Emeritus
Lawrence D. Inglis, 33o, Honorary Grand Commander,
announced that Andrew A. Keppy, Michael E. Ehle,
and J. Kenneth Ludwig were added to the thirty-third
degree class to receive their thirty-third degree in
August 2017, Rochester, NY. Congratulations to all!
The Fall Reunion was celebrated with a veteran’s
salute presented by the Bloomingdale VFW Post No.
7539 and recognized as National Scottish Rite Day.
John L. Fascia was the class honoree. Congratulations
to Lodge No. 1180 Pillipinas for winning the Chicago
Cup three Reunions in a row! Our Guest Speaker, Kris
Paronto, former Army Ranger and military contractor,
recanted his experience depicted in the movie and
book 13Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi. On Saturday, we as a Chapter, presented the 18th degree for
a class of forty-two new members. This also marked
Constans’ 100th birthday!
For the Holidays we were presented a Christmas
story from Chad M. Lacek. Chad and his wife worked
hard putting together this entertaining live performance.
The winter included a few new programs to the
roster. First was the Theatre Tour. Members were

offered performances at the Chicago Theatre, Paramount Theatre and Drury Lane. The Masonic Fellowship Night was a fun evening for Brothers of the
Blue Lodges and the Scottish Rite to gather and have
fellowship. Last, but not least, the Lunch N Learn program was revived and is going strong with interesting
topics and delicious lunches.
In March the members of the line of Gourgas
Chapter Rose Croix of Heredom presented the annual
Maundy Thursday program “The Feast of the Paschal
Lamb” at which time the Valley paid their final respects
to those members of the Valley of Chicago who had
passed to Eternal Refreshment during the past year.
April saw the launch of the 2017 Spring Reunion
with a special meeting with Billy Williams, Hall-ofFame baseball legend. The Class Honoree was Robert
A. Alley, 33o. The Reunion was also a Memorial class,
honoring member Billy Pierce, 33o. The Chapter puts
on the 17o Knight of the East and West, with a cast of
thousands. We added thirty-nine new Scottish Rite
members.
Thanks to the Chapter for all of your hard work
and all of the hard workers at the Valley of Chicago.

betterment of our fraternity. If everyone has the same
vision, our growth will flourish.
We began the year with our installation being
held at the Union League Club in Chicago. Our installation was last held there several years ago for Johnathan Barnes’ installation. It’s important to remember
that we came from the city of Chicago, and the Union
League Club is rich with Masonic history. We had a
variety of events throughout the year, from degrees
that had not been performed in years to high profile
guest speakers at our reunions, bands, impersonators, baseball games, a theatre tour, a game night, an
amazing Holiday party with a unique presentation on
the history of Holiday music by Chad Lacek, and the
always popular Oktoberfest. Surely every member
should be able to find an event that appeals to them.
More exciting still is the year that lies ahead. We
are going to attempt a table lodge, again something
that has not been put on in a number of years. We
have had a casting call/director’s night and have every
degree slated that we are to perform for the next year.
We again will have the most recent reunion’s class perform a degree. We are going to travel again this fall
and visit the Valley of Philadelphia; we have not traveled in several years. We are going to have a family
Halloween party at our building, with trick-or-treating
and games for children.
We are truly blessed as a fraternity to have such
wonderful facilities, abundant resources, talented and
dedicated officers and staff, and an outstanding membership. We can host events and create performances

that other bodies cannot but the facilities and resources alone are not enough. It takes every member to
have the motivation to keep moving the Valley of Chicago forward. I want to thank John Phillips and Larry
Inglis, as well as all of the past Commander-in-Chiefs
that I have reached out to for your counsel and guidance. I also want to thank the office staff for their tremendous support and hard work. Without them none
of these events would be possible. Thank you to Ill.
James Patton, 33°, for caring for our needy brothers
in the role of Almoner. Thank you to the membership
for your participation, encouragement, and masonic
support. Lastly, thank you to my officers, your help
and dedication is most important to me.
The Valley of Chicago has officers, directors, stage
crew, make-up, wardrobe, sound, lighting, a masonic store, a museum, a library, committees for various
charities or relations, a bike team, reception & hospitality, Knights of St. Andrew, and more. There truly
is something for everyone, but it is up to you to be
involved. I challenge all of our members to become
more active this year, and more importantly, introduce a masonic brother to join. Remember, the hour
is always now!

Frank P. Lasick Jr., MSA, 33o
Most Wise Master, Gourgas Chapter Rose Croix

Annual Report of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.
Ill. John T. Phillips, 33°, Active Member of the
Supreme Council, Ill. Lawrence D. Inglis, 33°, Active
Emeritus, Fellow Presiding Officers, Officers of the Oriental Consistory and Brethren all;
First, I am extremely humbled, honored and
privileged to serve your valley. Never in my wildest
imagination growing up on a farm in Iowa did I think
one day I would have the incredible honor of being
elected as Commander-in-Chief of the Valley of Chicago. I would like to thank Ill. William Tienken, 33°, for
appointing me as an officer in the Valley. Will remains
a great mentor and friend.
I would like to thank my fellow members of the
Executive Committee; Michael Ehle, Ken Ludwig, Ill.
Frank Lasick, 33°, for their dedication, hard work, planning and cooperation over the last year. The Executive Committee works very hard, along with the office
staff, to constantly provide new and exciting events
as well as incorporate popular existing events and
events from the past that haven’t been held for years.
We try to blend these all together to fully engage our
entire membership while maintaining the quality and
expectations that we have all grown accustomed to.
We hope you have enjoyed the events, the degrees,
the entertainment, the fellowship and the facilities.
However, we are not complacent, and are always
looking for ways to improve. One of the most effective ways for us to improve is from member participation. Members should be encouraged to not only
attend, but participate and offer suggestions for the
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Respectfully submitted,
Andrew A. Keppy
Commander-in-Chief
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Annual Report of Chicago Council Princes of Jerusalem
Illustrious Active, Illustrious Active Emeritus & Past
Honorary Sovereign Grand Commander, Illustrious
Brothers and Prince Masons;
I need to begin my report by emphasizing
how truly grateful I am for having been given the
opportunity to serve as one of your Presiding Officers.
I stand before you this evening as a humbled and
gracious member of this organization, whose tenure
as Sovereign Prince has come to an end. And with
that milestone, comes a perspective, an appreciation
and renewed spirit for the many possibilities before us
as members of the Valley of Chicago. Possibilities that
include personal growth, extraordinary brotherhood
and genuine reward. I hope you have also come
to consciously recognize the values I so strongly
associate with our many activities.
Having now completed my journey through
the officer line of the Chicago Council, Princes of
Jerusalem, I have become wiser as a Scottish Rite
Mason. It has been an experience, which I find similar
to life’s natural cycle of maturation. Each friendship,
activity and challenge guides my Masonic growth
and development. Yet, the beauty is that such
development is not limited to our Masonic fraternity.
It carries over into our daily lives as was intended in
our Masonic structure.
Today, I step into a new role of support for this
organization, which I have come to cherish. Yet, I
am now able to embrace this new role with a deeper
appreciation of the rewards my involvement nets and
a better understanding of how my actions support
our membership, their families and the citizens of
our community. Ultimately, these experiences make
a positive difference one small action at a time,
which then leads to an accumulation of effort that
can change the world in which we live. All of this
occurring during a time, when our society is in dire
need of morality, meaningful values and spiritual
vision.
And that my brothers, is where the opportunity
lies. Our spirit, our brotherly love and actions can
become contagious. We have in the Valley of Chicago,
one of the best experiences a Mason could ever hope
to receive. It is our obligation to protect it, nurture it
and grow it. We have exactly what the young men of
today need. And, what many of them seek. Some
seek our traditions, values and purpose consciously,
while others have yet to identify the source of their
yearning. We have an obligation to enlighten them,
which will ultimately benefit our society.
I encourage each of you to pause and consider
the opportunities presented to each of you by our
organization, ultimately embracing this potential and
corresponding responsibility.
The past two years, during the time in which I have
had the distinct privilege to serve as your Sovereign
Prince, this Valley has performed exceptionally. And
that credit belongs to each of you. We continue our
tradition of supporting charitable causes through

our Almoner’s Fund, the School for Dyslexia and MS
Bike-a-thon. We have shared in the experience and
support of our veterans, who so unselfishly serve our
nation. During our most recent Fall Reunion, we paid
tribute to our own members, who have served our
country. This was underscored by an inspiring story
of patriotic heroism from Kris Paronto, during the
Reunion festivities.
We have grown our membership with a focus on
involving our younger members, whose role is more
significant than they yet realize. We must do our best
in developing their character to ensure we ultimately
sustain what we have come to know as the Scottish
Rite experience and specifically the Valley of Chicago.
We have strengthened our fellowship by
performing nineteen different live degrees in the past
24 months. Our most recent reunion has included the
presentation of seven live degrees. This was a stretch
on our resources; but you all met the challenge and
we are a stronger Valley for having met this challenge.
I sincerely hope we will be able to maintain the
“Director’s Casting Call” event as a tradition. This
newly established event, which we have held twice
in the last two years, allows members to sign-up and
begin learning their roles in degrees, which have
been scheduled for the impending Scottish Rite
Masonic year. This approach to preparing for degree
presentations has supported our Valley’s success by
allowing us to present a larger variety of degrees,
facilitate member participation and develop more
degree directors.
During the past two years, we have also worked
hard to establish a new tradition of having our newest
320 masons present a degree at their very next
Reunion, which has been called the “Class Degree”.
This activity at minimum, more readily integrates our
newest members to our Valley, while also identifying
the individual talents they each bring to our Valley,
whether it be acting, stage work, committees, etc.
While many Valleys are struggling to maintain
the fundamentals of our fraternity’s core values, we
have been blessed to be able to also maintain the
presentation of our live degrees, which I believe
strengthens our organization through interaction,
friendships and purpose.
I would therefore challenge you all to continue
these efforts of caring for each other, strengthening
your relationships and helping our organization’s
contributions to our society by seeking to grow our
membership. Such efforts will permit us to continue
our charitable works, to develop our members and to
perpetuate the Scottish Rite experience of traditional
degree presentations that inspire, develop and grow
our organization in all fundamental areas.
As I conclude my remarks, I would like to recognize
the assistance provided by brothers David Koss and Ill.
Eddie Witas, 33°. They have helped to make my role
as a Presiding officer a wonderful and fun experience.
Also to be recognized is the continuous support
of our Active, Ill. John Phillips, 33°, who exemplifies

Scottish Rite Masonry in every way, even during his
own time of need. He is a role model for us all.
Additionally, I want to extend my heartfelt
gratitude to my fellow Presiding Officers, Mike Ehle
-Thrice Potent Master, Ill. Frank Lasik, 33° – Most
Wise Master and Commander & Chief - Drew Keppy.
Their dedication is self-evident and support of our
organization’s best interest unwavering. I want to
especially recognize the tremendous support of my
own officers, who have provided aid when called
upon and inspired me to maintain focus. This Valley
will continue to reap benefits from their dedication
and future leadership.
I also want to acknowledge the good council of
the past Sovereign Princes, who continually supported
me with wisdom and insight. I am forever indebted
for their support, lessons and traditions. Especially, Ill.
Mike Molloy, 33°, who appointed me as an officer, Ill.
Jerry Sparks, 33°, who has been an amazing mentor
and genuine friend, Ill. Dwaine Churma, 33°, who
assisted in a time of need and pushed me to become
more than I imagined and Ill. Bob Alley, 33°, who was
not only this past Reunion’s Class Honoree; but who
remains so continually generous to our organization
in every way.
Furthermore, I would be remiss if I failed to
mention the support, guidance and assistance
provided by the Ill. Lee Bradley, 33°. He is a shining
example of everything good in Masonry. I will continue
to admire his exceptional gentlemanly behavior. He is
a benchmark for what is right and good in men; and I
hope to sustain his legacy through my own behavior.
He will continue to serve as motivation for always
doing that which is right.
While it is a privilege to be a member of this Valley,
which continues to enjoy success not known by most
Scottish Rite Masons, each of you has every right to be
proud. You have all helped to respect its past, while
persistently pursing the opportunities established by
our predecessors. It is now your turn to sustain our
Valley’s success, providing a future for new Scottish
Rite Masons to follow.
May the Supreme Architect continue to bless
you, guide you and make you strong. And may he
continue to find reason to look upon our organization
with favor.
Thank you all from the bottom of my heart for
all you do to make the Valley of Chicago, the special
place it is, while maintaining its stature as the Valley
of Choice!
Sincerely & fraternally submitted,
J. Kenneth Ludwig, 33o
Sovereign Prince
Chicago Council, Princes of Jerusalem

Annual Report of Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection
Illustrious Active, Illustrious Active Emeritus &
Honorary Sovereign Grand Commander, Illustrious
Brothers and Prince Masons;
Brothers, from time to time through the course of
one’s life, you come across an experience that humbles a person. You are now witnessing one of mine.
Being allowed to serve you and the Valley of Chicago
as Thrice Potent Master is an honor I will forever hold
dear.
Now, as is the custom of the Scottish Rite Valley
of Chicago, the outgoing officers are to give a report
on their accomplishments. For me that will be easy. I
accomplished nothing. However, WE (you, my fellow
officers any myself ) accomplished quite a bit and had
fun doing it! We’ve established a program designed
to introduce our newest members into the fun and
camaraderie of presenting degrees. Speaking of
Degrees, after this program is over, you and your Valley will have presented 19 of the 29 Degrees AND we
presented them LIVE!! Pretty impressive, isn’t it? You
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should all be very proud of yourselves, for this could
not have been accomplished without you.
We had unique programs and events designed to
appeal to the many different tastes of our membership. This included dinner theater events, baseball
outings and even a pirate party. Not only that, but we
had some awesome guest speakers including Astronaut James Lovell, Veteran and Author of 13 Hours
Kris “Tanto” Paronto, and even baseball legend Billy
Williams.
To create a little friendly competition, while
encouraging new membership, we now present a
traveling trophy to the Lodge who brings in the most
new members, as well as an award for the individual
member who does the same. Have you won it yet??
When this building opened as our new home, in
his outgoing address Jonathan Barnes said “We have
provided the Valley with a new home. The challenge
presented to the future leaders now is to make use of
it.”
I am very proud of all of you as the current occu-

pants. You, the members of the Valley of Chicago,
have met and answered that challenge. ALL of you
deserve to be congratulated. Its members like you,
whether new or “seasoned,” that make the Valley of
Chicago a Valley to be proud of!
In closing, I owe a heartfelt thank you to many
people. Their help and guidance has enabled me to
stand before you today. Many are still active in the
Valley so I am able to thank them in person. However, there are a few whose life events keep them from
attending as they once did including Tony Cracco,
Frank Faruggia, Richard Salsbury, Greg Klemm and
John Revere. There are far too many to mention here.
The biggest thank you of all belongs to YOU, the
Members of the Valley of Chicago. Without your support, nothing would have been accomplished. I truly
appreciate every one of you!
Michael E. Ehle
Thrice Potent Master, Lodge of Perfection
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Annual Report of the Executive Committee
It was an honor and privilege to serve as Chairman of the Executive Committee for the 2016-2017
year. I want to thank Active Member John T. Phillips
for his guidance. As well as Executive Secretary Eddie
Witas and his staff for their help. A special thank you
also goes out to the other Presiding Officers of the Valley. I appreciate the opportunity to serve with you.
The Valley of Chicago hosted over 14 different
fraternal events in the past year. We themed our
reunions by saluting our veterans and celebrating
our national pastime, baseball. But looking back I
am most proud of the new members we were able to
bring in. These men experienced a Spring Reunion
with all live degrees including a live 4th degree and
received a wide variety of well performed and execut-

ed degrees. Their positive experiences will undoubtedly fuel a desire to get involved and continue to
uphold our traditions and excellence. That positive
new member involvement occurs because of the dedication of the directors, actors and supporting crew.
Everyone who assists in putting on a degree is worthy
of a huge thank you. I am proud of the work we have
done and know that it will continue for many years to
come.
I also want to thank all the officers of the Valley of
Chicago. You dedicate countless hours to working on
committees and volunteering for our charities. Your
energy makes this Valley great. Please continue to
work hard and know your effort is very much appreciated.

Finally, I want to thank all our Valley members for
coming out and joining us at an event. That fellowship and camaraderie is what the Scottish Rite is built
on. We can sometimes get lost in the details and those
simple interactions with friends brings us back to the
square and reminds us why we got involved. My hope
is that we can all enjoy those special moments for
many years to come.

of our dining room and/or bar room for special family
events, such as weddings, anniversary parties, etc. The
rental fees would cover the cost of the utilities, janitorial services, and security. A Certificate of Insurance
would also be required and each renter would need to
hire a licensed caterer for the event.
Our building continues to be managed by Hamilton Partners, whose job is to keep our building in
good repair. Their specialists continue to ensure that
our HVAC systems are running smoothly. Our staff
keeps an eye out for any problems that may occur,
which also includes the cleanliness of our building.
I would like to thank the following people for their
service to the Valley of Chicago and the Cathedral
Board: James Patton, Almoner and Brad Baker, Assistant Almoner; Bruce DeMent, Auditor and Finance
Committee Chairman; Wally Dunn, Treasurer; John
Quinn, House Committee Chairman; and Michael Ehle,
Executive Committee Chairman.
I would also like to thank Ed Witas our Executive

Secretary to the Board for his leadership, work, and
assistance during this past year.
In addition to Ed Witas, I would also like to thank
our past Executive Secretary, Greg Klemm, for the previous years of support and direction that I received
from him. Last, but not least, I would like to thank
John T. Phillips, our Active Member of the Supreme
Council, for his continued support and encouragement throughout my tenure on the Board.
Brethren, I would also like to thank you for electing me to two terms as a Director for the Cathedral
Board. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve
you as the President of the Valley of Chicago Cathedral
Board for 2016/17.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael E. Ehle
Chairman

Annual Report of the President
To the Officers, Directors and Members of the
Scottish Rite Cathedral Association:
I would like to begin this report by acknowledging
my fellow Cathedral Board members who have donated their time, efforts, and talents to serve our Scottish
Rite and its membership.
Our Cathedral Board has continued its established objective to maintain a professionally managed endowment by relying on DiMeo Schneider &
Associates to oversee our diverse investment portfolio. Many thanks to Bruce DeMent who has served as
our Finance Committee Chairman and to our Finance
Committee for their constant reviews of our investment progress.
During this past year, the Valley of Chicago and
the Village of Bloomingdale have agreed to changes
in the original ordinance, which previously allowed
only Scottish Rite or Masonic related events to be held
in our building. This change resulted in the Cathedral
Board voting to allow our membership to rent the use

Respectfully submitted,
Noel J. Kalis
President of the Board
Scottish Rite Cathedral Association of Chicago

Annual Report of the House Committee
To the Officers, Directors, and Members of the Scottish
Rite Cathedral Association;
The Cathedral Board approved and budgeted for some
large projects both expected and unexpected in 20162017.
1.) The largest came from the purchase of our own
glassware and dinnerware. This included place settings for the entire dining room as well as the accessories needed to provide a banquet style dining experience.
2.) In addition to the above items some minor accompanying items were purchased such as plate holders,
silverware bins, glassware trays, bread baskets, salt &
pepper shakers, coffee pots and water pitchers. These
will help ensure our kitchen and storage function

properly.
3.) The club room was also re-organized with the addition of some new furniture. Which included two new
sofas, chairs and lamps in the center of the room, giving the space a more relaxed look and feel.
4.) The parking lot outdoor lights received some attention resulting in a scheduled replacement of light
bulbs and inspection of the lamps.
5.) The soda machine lines were replaced with new
tubing and a different soda provider was brought in.
6.) The Library and Museum Committee obtained and
installed additional display cabinets on the second
floor. This more than doubled the amount of display
space for our historical artifacts and contributes to the

education of our members. If you have not seen some
of the new displays I encourage you to take a walk up
to the second floor.
The House Committee would like to thank the efforts
of COO Edward J. Witas and his staff. Their efforts keep
the building looking good and functioning properly.
In addition, a big thank you goes out to all the members who attend events and use the building. Our
fraternal home is a beautiful gathering place and the
House Committee’s mission is to keep it looking top
notch. All our members play an important part in that.
Thank you.
Respectfully Submitted,
John Quinn
Chairman, House Committee

Annual Report of the Finance Committee
The Scottish Rite statement of accounts, as of the close of business
on Friday, April 28, 2017, as reported by our investment advisor,
DiMeo Schneider and Associates, is as follows:
Endowment Fund		$41,294,701.00
Capital Reserve Fund		
$
60,000.00
Life Membership Fund
$ 441,266.00
Real Estate Assets		
$35,094,666.00

SAVE THE DATE! Dyslexia Center Walk-a-Thon May 12, 2018

Total Assets		$76,890,633.00
R. Bruce DeMent Jr.
Chairman
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S U N D AY

M O N D AY

T U E S D AY

July

W E D N E S D AY T H U R S D AY

F R I D AY

S AT U R D AY

1

8

Golf Outing

Tee up and join the Scottish Rite Members
for a day on the links at the Silver Lake
Country Club.

Open Registration.

2

9

3

4

Office Closed

Independence
Day
Office Closed

10

11

5

6

7

8
Golf Outing

12

13

14

15

16

Ball Park Tour White Sox

Join the Scottish Rite on the 2017 Ball Park
Tour.

Limited tickets available.
Open registration.

16

17

Ball Park TourWhite Sox

DeMolay Meeting

23

24

30

31

S U N D AY

M O N D AY

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

T U E S D AY

1

August

W E D N E S D AY T H U R S D AY

2

3

F R I D AY

S AT U R D AY

4

5

11

12

Scholarship
and Learning
Center Night

6

13

7

8

DeMolay Meeting

Lunch N Learn

14

15

9

16

10

17

18

19

25

26

DeMolay
Honors Night

20

21

22

23

24

DeMolay Meeting

27

28

29

30

31

Echoes From the Valley of Chicago

Receive Event Information, News Highlights, and Meeting Reminders,
all delivered right to your email.

3

Scholarship and Learning
Center Recognition Night

Celebrate the achievements of our
scholarship winners. Event includes
a dinner, presentation and awards
ceremony.
Open registration.
No Cost.

8

Lunch N Learn

Enjoy your lunch break at the
Scottish Rite. Includes a delicious
lunch with speaker. Watch your
Echoes e-mails for topics.
Open registration.

17

DeMolay Honors
Night

Join the Scottish Rite as we celebrate
the achievements of the Order of
DeMolay, and the special people who
work so very hard to support our
youth.
Members and Guests.
No Cost.

To subscribe, go to www.ScottishRiteChicago.org call (800) 774-3467, or
email webmaster@ScottishRiteChicago.org
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13

September
S U N D AY

3

M O N D AY

4

W E D N E S D AY T H U R S D AY

T U E S D AY

F R I D AY

S AT U R D AY

12

Lunch N Learn

1

2

Enjoy your lunch break at the Scottish
Rite. Includes a delicious lunch with
speaker. Watch your Echoes e-mails for
topics.
Open registration.

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

Labor Day
Office Closed

10

11

17

DeMolay Meeting

Lunch N Learn

18

19

Back to the
Rite Night and
19th Degree

20

21

22

23

14

Back to the Rite Night

Get back to the Rite with a fun filled
night featuring the 19th Degree at the
Valley of Chicago.
Members only.

DeMolay Meeting

24

25

S U N D AY

1

26

27

October

M O N D AY

T U E S D AY

2

3

W E D N E S D AY T H U R S D AY

4

15

9

5

29

F R I D AY

30

S AT U R D AY

6

7

13

14

Fraternal
Relations Night

DeMolay Meeting

8

28

10

11

12

Members and Candidates are welcome
to enjoy a special night to kick start the
Fall Reunion.
Members and Candidates.

10

Lunch N Learn

Lunch N Learn

16

17

18

19

20

21

Enjoy your lunch break at the Scottish
Rite. Includes a delicious lunch with
speaker. Watch your Echoes e-mails for
topics.

24

25

26

27

28

Open registration.

23

Halloween Party

29

Fraternal Relations
Night

Columbus Day

DeMolay Meeting

22

5

30

31
Halloween

28

Halloween Party

Join the Scottish Rite for a
spooktacular night of fun!
Members and Guests.

For reservations or more information about our events, visit www.ScottishRiteChicago.org
or call (800) 774-3467.
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Join us...

Join us...

at the Valley of Chicago!

in philadelphia!

Fall Reunion
November 10-11, 2017

Fall Reunion
November 16-19, 2017

Can’t come to Philadelphia? Join us at the Cathedral
for the 2017 Fall Reunion and Joining Opportunity
featuring LIVE entertainment on Friday Night to
enjoy with your Guest. Saturday will include a full day
of rarely presented degrees to start your journey!

Continue on your quest, as the Valley of
Chicago heads to the “City of Brotherly Love.”
This will be a weekend you won’t forget!

Degrees scheduled:
4° Master Traveler
6° Master of the Brazen Serpent
16° Prince of Jerusalem
18° Knight of the Rose Croix
28° Knight of the Sun
32° Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret
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New Candidate petitions are available at

The Valley
of Philadelphia Cathedral will be
www.scottishritechicago.org
hosting the Valley of Chicago for this historic
event welcoming New Members!

Watch for travel
packages and
itinerary!
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Scottish Rite Bodies — Valley of Chicago
383 E. Lake Street
Bloomingdale, Illinois 60108

