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Valley of Chicago

Celebrating 
200 Years of 

Fraternity
Benjamin Franklin, 

Freemason

Special 
BICENTENNIAL  

Summer  
Events

see inside for details
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This year marks the 
200th Anniversary of the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdic-
tion of the Scottish Rite. In 
celebration of our bicenten-
nial, the Valley of Chicago is 
planning a fun-filled summer 
of special events and unique 
joining opportunities.

The Scottish Rite experience is intended to be 
inspirational, convenient and enjoyable. That being 
said, imagine being able to join the Valley of Chi-
cago while attending a Wrigleyville Rooftop game, 
or in the plush gardens at Morton Arboretum, or 
possibly even at one of the highest altitudes in all of 

the northern hemisphere – the 67th floor of Willis 
Tower (formerly Sears Tower). Well, now you don’t 
just have to imagine it!

The Valley of Chicago is encouraging you to 
introduce a fellow Master Mason to the Scottish Rite 
by inviting him to attend one of six awesome joining 
opportunities this summer. The idea is to introduce 
a Master Mason to the Scottish Rite experience in a 
fun, low-pressure and casual environment, with the 
culmination of that experience being the 2013 Fall 
Reunion ceremonies, to be held on November 1 and 
2, in conjunction with the Valley of Nashville.

As a candidate for the Scottish Rite, he gets to 
attend the event for free! All he pays is his usual peti-
tion fee of $200 (membership dues are waived until 

August 2014). And as the top-line sponsor, you 
attend the event for half price. 

There is so much excitement around our Rite. 
I sincerely hope that you will choose to be an active 
participant during this unique time in our history, 
and perhaps most importantly to share the experi-
ence with your fellow brother Master Masons.

Fraternally,

Edward J. Witas III, MSA
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Cover: Oil painting of Freemason and Patriot, Benjamin Franklin, in 1767 by David Martin 
(1737–1797) currently displayed in the White House, Washington D.C. 
Note: The following text is an excerpt from the “Short Talk Bulletin,” Vol.XI, October, 
1933, No.10 and is reprinted in its entirety on www.masonicworld.com.
“The genius of Benjamin Franklin was so overwhelming, and manifested in so many 
different directions, that no short paper can even list his achievements; the American 
Philosophical Society requires twenty large book pages merely to catalog his inventions, 
discoveries, accomplishments and the events in which he was intimately concerned. Printer, 
author, editor, inventor, scientist, diplomat; founder of schools, postal systems, govern-
ment; ambassador, wit, speaker; philosopher, politician and Freemason, he was not only the 
amazing intellect, the Voltaire of Colonial America, but one of the most complex and gifted 
men of all times.  He was the Francis Bacon of his age, far ahead of the years in which he 
lived, and as such, the subject of criticism from those who did not understand him. Certain 
facts of his Masonic career stand out; particularly it is to be noted that Franklin was not 
merely a lodge member content with that and nothing more, but a Freemason intensely 
interested in his Craft, willing to give his enormous powers for its welfare, and leaving an 
indelible impress on its history in this country. His activities were so great and his Masonry 
so influential in his life, there seems little reason for historians to quarrel about matters 
of dates and “firsts”  in connection with his revered name. We do not know exactly when 
Franklin was initiated; it was in 1731 and probably at the February meeting of St.  John’s 
Lodge in Philadelphia.”



Candidates are FREE! Top-line Sponsor tickets are half price.  
Register Online at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or call (800) 774-3467.

Membership Petitions are available online at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org.  
Candidate Petition Fee is $200.

The Bicentennial Summer Celebration
A Six-Pack of Fun!

Invite a Master Mason to join the Scottish Rite  
at any one of these awesome events!

Experience Chicago to 

the Highest Degree

Saturday, July 20,  

6:00 pm to 10:00 pm

The Metropolitan Club is one of the Chicago’s top venues, located 

atop the Willis Tower. Visit the 103rd �oor sky deck and enjoy a �ne 

dining experience with spectacular views of Chicago’s skyline 

from the 66th and 67th �oors.

Candidates 
 Free

Top-line Sponsors 
$40 per person

Members and Ladies 
$80 per person

Candidates are FREE! Top-line Sponsor tickets are half price. Candidates are FREE! Top-line Sponsor tickets are half price. 

Masonic Memorial  Observance at Acacia ParkSaturday, August 3, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Enjoy a historic walking tour of one of the country’s oldest Masonic cemeteries on Irving Park Road in Norridge followed by an interfaith remembrance service in a marble mausoleum modeled after a Masonic lodge room. Lunch to follow at the nearby Edelweiss Restaurant. Lunch included.

Candidates  FreeTop-line Sponsors  $10 per personMembers and Ladies  $20 per person

Witness the 22nd Degree, “Brothers 
of the Forest,” in an authentic forest-
like setting and enjoy a BBQ lunch. 
Everyone who attends will be eligible 
for a chance to win a Cabela’s gift card. 
This event is open to current members 
and candidates only.

Candidates Free
Top-line Sponsors $7.50 per person
Members Only $15 per person

Brotherhood on the 
Wrigleyville Rooftops

Saturday, August 31,  
3:05 pm Game Time

See the Chicago Cubs take on the Philadelphia Phillies from 
the rooftop of 3643 N. Shef�eld Avenue. All-you-can-eat favorite 
foods and beverages are included. Everyone who attends will be 
eligible for a chance to win Cubs apparel. Family and guests are 
encouraged to attend.

Candidates Free
Top-line Sponsors $40 per person
Members and Ladies $80 per person

Candidates are FREE! Top-line Sponsor tickets are half price. Candidates are FREE! Top-line Sponsor tickets are half price. Candidates are FREE! Top-line Sponsor tickets are half price. Candidates are FREE! Top-line Sponsor tickets are half price. 

Scottish Rite Masonry at  

Morton Arboretum

Saturday, September 28,  

10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Experience the scenic and natural 

wonders of these award-winning 

gardens and grounds, located in Lisle, 

ranked one of the top 150 places in Illinois. 

A private lunch will be served in the 

Arbor Room.

Candidates  
Free

Top-line Sponsors  $12.50 per person

Members and Ladies  $25 per person

Freemasons al fresco  
at Helmig’s Country Farm

Saturday, August 10, 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Scottish Rite Masonry at 

Irish-American Heritage  Center goes ScottishSaturday, September 21, 4:00 pmWatch with amazement as the world famous 
Irish Dancers of Chicago perform 
before you. Dinner, live music, dancing 
and libations in the Fifth Province Bar will 
surely make this an evening to remember!  
Located at 4616 N. Knox Avenue in 
Chicago.

Candidates 
FreeTop-line Sponsors 
$20 per person

Members and Ladies $40 per person

CUBS
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You have likely heard stories of 
Masons in the Confederate and 
Union armies during the Civil War 

who, because of their fraternal connec-
tions gave aid and comfort to wounded or 
captured enemy Masons. 

I thought it would be worth dipping 
into some of the Proceedings published by 
Masonic bodies in the Union during the 
Civil War to see what interesting topics 
might turn up. It didn’t take long before 
I found something quite interesting: 
namely, the thorny question of whether a 
Mason belonging to a lodge in the Union 
should be expelled from Freemasonry if he 
headed south and joined the Confederate 
Army. As you will see, there were differing 

opinions on how to address this issue.
For example, in the 1863 Proceedings 

of the Grand Lodge of Indiana, the Address 
section by Grand Master John B. Fravel 
(1814-1876) poses the question of wheth-
er a Mason who left the Union to join the 
Confederate Army should automatically 
be expelled from Freemasonry.

Following is an actual case, brought 
to Fravel by the Master of a lodge in 
Allensville, Indiana:

“On July 12, 1862, the Worshipful 
Master of Allensville Lodge, No. 81 sub-
mitted to me [i.e. Grand Master Fravel] 
the following question:   

‘A Brother in good standing in 
this Lodge has gone South, joined the 

Freemasonry  
During the Civil War
“Expel him and expel 

him quickly,” was the 

Union response to 

a Brother joining the 

Confederate Army.

By Jeffrey Croteau
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Confederate Army, received a commis-
sion therein, and is now in arms against 
the Government of the United States. 
Can the Lodge expel him?’

“My answer was that for that act 
alone, he could not be expelled. �is deci-
sion is founded upon the express declara-
tions set forth in the Second Chapter of 
the Ancient Charges...”

Fravel then goes on to quote the rel-
evant passage, and ends by saying, “�is 
question possesses much interest to us at 
this particular time; and as such I esteem 
it to be my duty to lay the whole matter 
before the Grand Lodge, not that I appre-
hend in the least that they will reverse the 
decision made, but that the Craft may 
know the precise position which we, as 
Masons, occupy to the legally constituted 
Government.”

Portrait of John B. Fravel from A History 
of Freemasonry in Indiana from 1806 
to 1898. Indianapolis: Grand Lodge of 
Indiana, 1898.  (Courtesy of the Scottish 
Rite Masonic Museum & Library, Van 
Gorden-Williams Library & Archives.)

Despite Fravel’s belief that no one in 
the Grand Lodge would reverse his deci-
sion, there was, in fact, a strongly worded 
response to Fravel in the Reports from 
the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, 
which contained a section entitled, “On 
Expulsion of Disloyal Brethren.” 

After a polite introduction, in which 
the Committee states that the matter was 
referred to them by the Grand Master and 
that while he “quoted the law as anciently 
recognized correctly,” they did not believe 
that “in the decision, as reported by the 
M.W. Grand Master, the law is correctly 
applied.” 

�e report goes on to ask that if  
Canada or Mexico “should call together 
a large army, and with munitions of war 
advancing towards our borders, threat-
ening to burn and destroy our cities, lay 
waste to our country and rob and murder 
our citizens,” whether the Grand Master 
would rule the same way as he did with 
regard to the Confederacy. 

�e report ends with little question 
as to what the Committee on Masonic 
Jurisprudence thought should be done 
with a Mason who left the Union and 
joined the Confederate Army. �e heat-
ed language makes it clear how strongly 
passions burned on this topic in 1863: 
“Expel him and expel him quickly; and 

“Your Committee denies, in the most emphatic 

terms, that there is any law of Masonry contravening 

or setting aside the �rst law of nature, [which is] 

Self-Preservation.”
~     G L

should you ever catch him engaged in his 
unholy purposes, treat him just as you 
would the assassin who, in the dead hour 
of night, would, with stealth, enter your 
bed-chamber, and there, while carrying 
out his purposes of robbery, plunge the 
dagger to the heart of the wife reposing 
on your bosom. 

“Your Committee denies, in the most 
emphatic terms, that there is any law of 
Masonry contravening or setting aside 
the first law of nature, [which is] Self-
Preservation.”

As can be seen from the example 
above, although Masons from the North 
and from the South met during the Civil 
War, the war was never far from their 
minds—and sometimes called upon them 
to address questions unique to this period 
of American history. So, the next time 
you think that Masonic Proceedings are 
rather dry—think again! 

Jeffrey Croteau is Manager of Library & 
Archives at the Scottish Rite Masonic Muse-
um & Library. The Van Gorden-Williams 
Library & Archives is located just off the main 
lobby of the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum 
& Library and is open to the public 10-4:30, 
Wednesday-Saturday. Reference assistance 
is provided in person, by phone, or by e-mail. 
You may contact us at 781-457-4109 or 
library@monh.org.
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By Harvey A. Wigdor, 33°

In the allegories of the 15th and 16th 

degrees, the Council of Princes of 
Jerusalem relate the story of the 

deportation of a large group of the Jew-
ish population by Nebuchadnezzar from 
Palestine to Babylon. He besieged the city 
of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and laid waste 
to the temple. The deported Jews settled 
in various parts of Babylon. In this period 
after the deportation the Jewish people 
fared well in Babylon and had the free-
dom to pursue their vocations in their 
new homeland. They were also able to 
retain their sacred texts that they brought 
with them from Jerusalem. These sacred 
texts allowed them to continue to fol-
low their religion and not assimilate with 
the local people. We are also taught in 
these degrees that in 538 B.C. Cyrus the 
Great King of Persia conquered Babylon. 
Because his belief in Zoroaster was similar 
to the faith of the Jews he issued a degree 
allowing the Jewish people to return to 
Jerusalem to rebuild the temple to their 
God. Darius I, who followed Cyrus as 
the King of Persia, continued this policy 
and provided the funds to complete the 
temple. Some of the Jews living in Baby-
lon did in fact return to Jerusalem but a 
large number remained behind. They had 
developed a strong religious community 
and when hearing about the ravaged state 
of Jerusalem they chose not to return. 

 This period of the history of the 
Jewish people marks the end of the 

commentary in the Old Testament. From 
this point forward many liturgical writ-
ings were completed that molded the Jew-
ish religion in ways that are present today. 
At the time of the temple destruction Jews 
thought that the only way to pray to God 
was in the Temple with sacrificial worship. 
These writings evolved because with the 
Temple in Jerusalem now destroyed, the 
sacrificial religious offerings done in the 
temple were replaced by readings of the 
law (Torah). 

From the allegories of the 15th and 
16th degrees it would seem that when the 
Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem 
they did so without any desire to remain 
in Babylon and left behind very little of 
their religious community. This however 
was not the case. Two major centers of 
Jewish learning were established in these 
two communities of Babylon and Jerusa-
lem that endured periods of strife as well 

as growth independent of and in conjunc-
tion with each other. That the Babylonian 
Talmud is by many accounts the most 
important writing in Jewish culture stands 
as a testament to the Babylonian commu-
nity. In his book, The Essential Talmud,
Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz states, “No other 
work has had a comparable influence on 
the theory and practice of Jewish life, 
shaping spiritual content and serving as 
a guide of conduct.” How did a commu-
nity that initially was deported to Babylon 
produce such an important work? 

During the almost 500 years between 
the first and second temples these two 
communities flourished looking to the 
Torah for spiritual guidance which was 
the written law handed down from the 
generations that preceded this time.  Dur-
ing this period, groups of Jews would 
gather to read the Torah and its laws, try-
ing to interpret their meaning as these 
laws applied to their time. In the Torah 
there are listed the well-known ten com-
mandments, but when the Torah is read in 
total it is apparent that there are over 600 
commandments. These are the rules that 
began the social framework of laws that 
helped create a civilized society. 

The accumulation of these meetings 
where the Torah was studied became what 
is now understood to be the “Oral Law”. 
In the 15th and 16th degrees, the name 
of Ezra is mentioned. He was a priest 
and scribe and the first sage who began 

The Talmud:  
The Babylonian 
Influence

“[The Talmud] is a a 

conglomerate of law, legend 

and philosophy, a blend of 

unique logic and shrewd 

pragmatism, of history and 

science, anecdotes and humor.”
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interpreting the Torah around 440 B.C. 
Inspired by Ezra, a group of anonymous 
scribes continued this interpretation and 
were called the “Great Assembly.”  This 
assembly created many written docu-
ments but there were no names attributed 
to these writings. They also completed 
the form and style of the Hebrew Bible. 
This activity continued in both the com-
munities of Jerusalem and Babylon. 

However, the beginning of the Roman 
rule in Jerusalem and the ultimate destruc-
tion of the Second Temple caused many 
in the religious community to return to 
Babylon to continue their study of the 
Torah. There is also a Talmud called the 
Jerusalem Talmud that is much shorter 
and not often referenced. The Babylonian 
Talmud is the one most frequently stud-
ied and considered “The Talmud.”

With the accumulation of the many 
individual interpretations of the Torah 
laws, a need for a codification was  
apparent. The Talmud was such a codifi-
cation. It was divided into two sections, 
the first called Mishnah—that was the 
law as interpreted from the Torah—and 
a commentary called the Gemarah.  The 
word Talmud means to study or learn, 
and the intent is to provide a living law 
for the interactions of humans and the 
nature by which they live. 

It goes beyond legislating and adds a 
humanistic component to the rights of 
people and how they interact. It leaves a 

great amount of latitude because legislat-
ing can’t account for all the possibilities 
of interactions between people. Where 
the Mishnah is concerned with facts and 
very hard in its commentary, the Gema-
rah is more informal and contain stories 
and anecdotes that are often sited for the 
purpose of illustration. The Gemarah 
was also intended to soften the very hard 
monotony of strict laws.

Rabbi Steinsaltz defines the Talmud 
as “the repository of thousands of years 
of Jewish wisdom, and the oral law which 
is as ancient as the written law (Torah). 
It is a conglomerate of law, legend and  

philosophy, a blend of unique logic and 
shrewd pragmatism, of history and sci-
ence, anecdotes and humor.”

Without the deportation of the Jews 
to Babylon the culture could have devel-
oped in the same way but it is evident 
that the blending of the people and rul-
ers of that time was the mix necessary to 
create the living document known as the 
Talmud.

Adin Steinsaltz, The Essential Talmud: Basic Books,
a Member of the Perseus Books Group, 30th

Edition, 2006.
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In observance of the second of our three reunions 
celebrating the 1813-2013 Bicentennial of 
Scottish Rite Freemasonry in the Northern 

Masonic Jurisdiction, members of the Spring 2013 
Reunion Class honoring Ill. Lee Bradley, 33°, 
presented as a gift to the Valley of Chicago a large, 
antique-style wall clock.

The three-foot-diameter timepiece now hangs 
over the fireplace mantle in the Club Room. It 
features the historic emblem of the Encampment of 
the Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret. Also known as 
“The Camp”, this beautifully ornate design is thought 
to date to the early 19th century. Vintage aprons 
and sashes in the Valley of Chicago’s museum archives 
have embroidered Camp insignia.

Different styles of this emblem exist, most 
comprised of a series of concentric geometric figures—
a nonagon, enclosing a heptagon, enclosing a penta-
gon, enclosing a triangle, which encloses a circle with 
a star or cross-like device inside it. Surrounding the 
nonagon are nine tents, each denoted by a letter, flag 
and pennon, and each denoting certain degrees of the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite.

“This ‘Camp clock’ symbolizes the countless hours 
brethren have dedicated to Scottish Rite Freemasonry 
over the last two centuries,” said Commander-in-
Chief Daryl W. Selock, MSA, 33°. He also thanked 
designer Dan Slomiany, 32°, who created the clock’s 
colorful Camp centerpiece from original vintage 
artwork dating to the early 1800s.

“Presiding over the passage of time in our new 
Cathedral, this unique clock reminds us of the fleeting 
nature of life alluded to in the ritual of the 32°,” said 
Ill. Bro. Selock. “ ‘Time was; time is; but no man can 
say that time shall be. For the Sublime Prince of the 
Royal Secret, therefore, the hour is always—NOW.’ ”

Spring 2013 Reunion Class 
Presents ‘Camp Clock’ to 
Valley of Chicago

Left: the “Camp Clock,” above and right: 
scenes from the 2013 Spring Reunion.
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The time is now for…

…finding friends

…fraternity and fellowship

…fine food

…following in history’s footsteps

…and fun!
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Kyle K. Baker

Julio C. Chavez

Frank E. Foster

Morgan A. Hudson

Henry Kinsey

Ralph Barlow

Brendan C. Cook

Christopher J. Goldin

Clifford W. Jones

James Komala

Alec E. Blume

Robert L. Cook

Terry J. Hartl

Nicholas T. Kalfas

Robert Martinez

John D. Cargill

Chad M. Corrigan

Lawrence G. Heffron

Larry G. Keppy

Patrick D. McCormick

Amos Carr Jr.

Kevin P. Cummings

Rene Hermes

Burton A. Kessler

Robert D. McNear

David J. Aguirre Christopher P. Alonzi

The Newest Members The Newest Members The Newest Members 
of the Valley of Chicagoof the Valley of Chicagoof the Valley of Chicago

H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H
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Christopher S. Meehan Dennis M. Morales Emilio A. Morrone Michael G. Nerheim John O’Donnell

Gregory J. Olson Demetrius Pritchett Michael S. Rife Erlo Roth Kurt F. Rubin

Jose R. Ruiz Mark R. Russell Christopher A. Sanchez Ronald C. Sanchez George A. San Juan

Mario J. Sankis Michael A. Sapayan Michea L. Simmons Erik R. Solomon Russell A. Sprenger

Dirk S. Stephens Ronald A. Susi Carlos Valdes-Sepulveda Richard Vanderhoef Engine D. Villarino

Marko Vranjes Kevin A. Wheeler Philip A. White Patrick R. Yost Bruce R. Ziebarth

H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H  H
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Upcoming Events  Upcoming Events 

A Royal Feast in King Solomon’s Temple
His Majesty, King Solomon, cordially invites you to a  

Royal Banquet in honor of the 200th Anniversary of the  
Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction

A unique Bicentennial Souvenir Goblet will be given to all members who attend.

Saturday, August 10

6:00 pm Cocktails
7:00 pm Dinner

8:00 pm Live Music and Dancing until Late

Scottish Rite Cathedral 
383 E. Lake Street 

Bloomingdale, Illinois 60108

Members & Ladies $20 per person
Non-member Guests $30 per person

Make it an evening! 

Hotel accommodations are available at the Eaglewood Resort (less than one mile 
from the Scottish Rite). Complimentary shuttle service will be available. Rooming 
reservations must be made directly with the hotel. Be sure to mention Scottish 
Rite to receive your special group rate.

Mark your Calendar for these Upcoming Meetings
Thursday, July 18 

Thursday, September 19
Scottish Rite Cathedral 

383 E. Lake Street 
Bloomingdale, Illinois 60108

Family Picnic at  
Lambs Farm
Sunday, July 14

10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Highlights of the picnic include:

♦ A Southern BBQ, complete   
with pulled pork, beef   
brisket, boneless chicken   
breasts, jumbo pure beef   
hot dogs, veggie burgers,   
black angus hamburgers,   
�re-roasted corn & black   
bean salad, American potato   
salad, corn on the cob,   
sliced watermelon, chips  
and cookies

♦ Unlimited soda and water for  
the entire day

♦ Farmyard & Ride Day Pass

♦ Admission to the Lamb’s   
Farm Pet Shop and Turn-of-  
the-Century Barn

♦ Much, much more....

Lamb’s Farm is conveniently 
located in Lake County, just off 
of I-94, at 14245 W. Rockland 
Road, in Libertyville, Illinois. 

Advance reservations are 
required by Friday, July 5. 

Members & Guests 
$10 per person

Children (12 and Under) 
Free
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Reserve Now!
www.ScottishRiteChicago.org

(800) 774-3467

Day at the Races at 
Arlington Park
Sunday, July 28

12:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Program Includes:
♦ Admission into the Park
♦ Daily Racing Guide
♦ A Seat in the International  

Room
♦ Outside Balcony and Floor- 

to-Ceiling Windows Over- 
looking the Grounds 

♦ Gourmet Lunch Buffet Style
♦ Classic Bar Package

2200 West Euclid Avenue 
Arlington Heights, Illinois
Member & Immediate Family

$55 per person

Non-Member Guests
$80 per person

Walk for a Cure for Dyslexia
Presented by the Children’s Dyslexia Center of Metropolitan Chicago,  

A Scottish Rite Masonic Charity

Saturday, September 7
9:00 am to Noon

Illinois Masonic Children’s Home
441 S. 9th Avenue

LaGrange, Illinois 60525

For more information, or to pre-register for the 5.3 K walk, 
 please contact event chairman, Don Esser at 773.277.1600.

Oktoberfest
Featuring Authentic Live Music & German Dancing by  

Muller Fasching and the Austrian Express

Saturday, October 19
6:00 pm Social • 7:00 pm Dinner

Live Music and Dancing Until Late

Prospective Members and their Ladies Free! 
Sponsoring Members and their Ladies Free! 
Members & Spouses $25 per person

Make it an evening! Hotel accommodations are available at Eaglewood Resort 
(less than one mile from the Scottish Rite). Complimentary shuttle service will be 
available. Rooming reservations must be made directly with the hotel. Be sure to 
mention Scottish Rite to receive your special group rate.

DeMolay Honors Night
Join us in celebration of our Masonic Youth, and witness the conferral of the 

Legion of Honor, Chevalier Degree and Advisor Cross of Honor.

Thursday, August 15
5:30 pm Dinner

7:00 pm Program

This event is open to members and their guests. There is no cost to attend.

Scholarship & Learning Center Recognition Night
Join us as we recognize our children’s educational achievements.

Thursday, August 1
5:30 pm Dinner

7:00 pm Assembly

This event is open to members and their guests. There is no cost to attend.

Legion of Honor, Chevalier Degree and Advisor Cross of Honor.

This event is open to members and their guests. There is no cost to attend.

Legion of Honor, Chevalier Degree and Advisor Cross of Honor.

This event is open to members and their guests. There is no cost to attend.
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By Karl P. Kalis, 33° 

Maria Luigi Zenobio Carlo Salvatore 
Cherubini was born in Florence, Italy on 
the 14th of September, in the year 1760. 
His father was the accompanist (maestro 
al cembalo) for the Pergola Theater, and 
was Luigi’s first music teacher. 

Cherubini’s musical talent mani-
fested itself at a very early age. Cherubini 
himself said, “I commenced learning 
music at six years, composition at nine; 
the former was taught by my father, the 
latter by Bartolommeo Felici and his son 
Alessandro.” Italian music at this time was 
at a low point. The popular composers 
of serious opera mainly invented pleas-
ing melodies and a means to show off the 

vocal display of the singers. The dignity 
and grandeur of the Old Italian school 
was all but lost. 

Cherubini’s main ambition was to 
embrace these great traditions of the past, 
and in 1777 he went to Bologna. It was 
here that he studied with Joseph Sarti 
for four years. Sarti was a well known 
composer and music theorist of the 
time, who himself had been a student of 
the celebrated Padre Martini, one of the 
greatest contrapuntists that Italy has ever 
produced.

It was from this school of musical train-
ing that Cherubini laid the foundation of 
the knowledge of his art which gives all of 

his works the idea of perfect mastership. It 
was also under Sarti’s tutelage that he made 
his first attempts at dramatic composition. 
They were preceded, however, by a Mass 
that he wrote at the age of thirteen, and 
various other sacred works for the church. 
Sarti was the composer of many operas. It 
was now up to his student, Cherubini, to 
provide the music for the minor charac-
ters in his master’s dramatic works. This 
was sort of an apprenticeship that he did 
for his teacher, Sarti, which was an excel-
lent way of gaining versatility of style and 
eventually being able to develop a style of 
his own. His first independent work was 
called “Quinto Fabio,” an opera seria in 
three acts, which was first performed in 
1780, and soon followed by “Armida,” 
in 1782, “Adriano in Siria” the same year, 
several other works of a similar genre.

In his early twenties, his artistic indi-
viduality was gradually taking shape. He 
had not yet emerged from the purely 
imitative style of production. These early 
works of his do not possess absolute artis-
tic value, but they do prepare Cherubini 
for much greater things, and in the mean-
time secured him a dignified position 
among contemporary composers. 

In 1784, he was asked to compose 
two separate works for the Italian Opera 
in London. One of these works was 
praised by the critics, while the other was 
condemned by the critics. In 1786 he left 
London to go to Paris. After a short time 
back in Italy, he took up residence in Paris 
for the next several years.

In Paris he wrote several operas, to 
varying degrees of success; however, it 
was his great opera “Medee,” from 1797 
that firmly established his reputation. 
All of Paris was in great admiration of 
his musical genius—with one exception, 
Napoleon Bonaparte. 

It seems that Napoleon aspired to 
musical amateurship, and loved to speak 
authoritatively on that subject. However, 
Cherubini was not the type to bow to 
any man, however great, in matters that 
were artistic. He even went so far as to 
say to Napoleon, “I perceive that you 
only love music which does not prevent 

An Italian composer by birth, Brother Luigi Cherubini 

exercised considerable in�uence in French musical society. 

Masonic Composers 

Luigi Cherubini 
(1760-1842)
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you from thinking of your politics.” The 
emperor remembered the affront and 
appointed someone else as the Imperial 
Chapelmaster, instead of Cherubini, who 
was much more qualified for the position. 
Fortunately for Cherubini, he did not 
seem to suffer much from this particu-
lar disappointment. There are two works 
from this time that brought great joy to 
him and the public, “Anacreon” (1803) 
and “Les deux Journees” (1804). The 
latter work is Cherubini’s masterpiece of 
comic opera.

Cherubini left Paris in 1805 and went 
to Vienna, in compliance with an invita-
tion he received to compose an opera for 
the Imperial Theater of that city. Here, 
his chances of success were once more 
thwarted by his nemesis Napoleon, who 
entered Vienna at the front of the victo-
rious French army, and for a short while 
interrupted all artistic activities. There 
was again a frosty meeting between the 
emperor and the composer, when the two 
met together. 

After the performance of his new 
opera “Faniska,” in 1806, he returned to 
Paris. During his return to Paris, his time 
was spent primarily in teaching at the 
famed Conservatoire. 

At a time in a composer’s life when 
most might rest on the laurels, he decided 
to enter a new arena of creative labor, 
that of the sacred music. He composed 
many Masses and other sacred works for 
the church during this period in his life. 
In addition to the Masses, he also wrote 
many smaller compositions for the service 
of the Chapel Royal, most of which are 
actually still unpublished. The most strik-
ing feature of Cherubini’s sacred works 
is their solemn grandeur of conception, 
combined with an unequalled master-
ship of artistic treatment, thus creating a 
sublimely beautiful quality.

The royal family was eager to show 
their favor to the opponent of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, and Cherubini was created 
the chief composer and conductor of the 
Chapel Royal. In 1821 he also obtained 
the permanent directorship of the Paris 
Conservatoire. in 1833, when Louis 
Philippe was the King of France, he wrote 
a most charming opera, “Ali Baba.” 

He also wrote several pieces of cham-
ber music, among which there are six 
string quartets, a string quintet, and six 
sonatas for piano. A great many of his 
compositions, moreover, remained in 
manuscript at his death. 

He died on March 15, 1842, having 
lived eighty-one fruitful years. Cherubini’s 
external bearing was frequently harsh and 
arrogant. One example of unfair treat-
ment due to Cherubini’s arrogancee is his 
prejudice against Beethoven (his contem-
porary), both personally and artistically. 
However, his more intimate friends 
found him both kind and faithful. 

His love of order was carried to excess. 
All his music was carefully labeled, and 
even his pocket handkerchiefs were 
numbered for consecutive use! Due to 
his attention to detail, we can attribute a 
complete catalogue of his own composi-
tions from 1773-1841.

Even though he was an Italian 
composer by birth, he exercised consider-
able influence in French musical society, 
most notably upon Christoph Willibald 
Gluck, during his many years that he 
lived and worked in Paris. 

From his complete output of musi-
cal works, he is principally known for 
both serious and comic operas. He 
also was the director of the prestigious 
Paris Conservatoire. Specifically for our 
purposes, he was also a Brother Mason. 
He was a member of the Lodge, Saint 
Jean de Jerusalem, in Paris, France.

Medee

 
In 1797, his great opera “Medee” �rmly 

established his reputation. All of Paris was in 

great admiration of his musical genius—with 

one exception, Napoleon Bonaparte.



This year, our Cathedral Board transitioned 
from focusing on shepherding us into our new 
home to addressing the real issues of administra-
tion, audit, maintenance, and future preservation of 
its assets. This past year the Scottish Rite Cathedral 
Board consisted of: David Crosson, Tony Cracco, 
John Dowling, Wally Dunn, Alan Hubble, Noel 
Kalis, and Craig Stimpert as Directors at Large; 
and Daryl Selock, Jim McKinnon, Karl Kalis, 
Jerry Sparks, John Revere and Dale Cyrier as our  

fraternal Directors.
As you might expect, the board is a collaborative enterprise. We 

have had to deal with some very difficult issues involving the budget 
and administration; as well as several fun issues, like hiring a decorat-
ing company to furnish the holiday design that was inspired by our very 
own Stanley Smith.

This Board is open to member suggestions and ideas. Please share 
your ideas with board members or staff and help make this organization 
and the member experience better.

The Board members individually and collectively have been the 
beneficiary of the availability, insight and counsel of John Phillips, our 
active member of the Supreme Council.

The members are served very well by Greg Klemm, our Executive 
Secretary and Chief Operating Officer, and Edward Witas, our Assistant 
Executive Secretary and Asst. COO. Ed also produces our magazine, 
The Scottish Rite News, oversees our website, and publishes the weekly 
e-newsletter, Echoes from the Valley.

Jesse Chariton and Paul Scheeler, two contract employees, cata-
logued our Library and Museum. Paul is completing a tour book for our 
building and will be inviting members to start a tour committee to lead 

tours of interested members and guests through our building. Our office 
staff consisting of Lee Bradley and Daryl Selock, continue to profession-
ally serve the membership as their job responsibilities have changed and 
evolved with our new building. 

Karl Kalis ably served this past year as Chairman of our Executive 
Committee. The four fraternal bodies make up the Executive 
Committee.

Noel Kalis is our House Chairman and as I said in my report to 
you last year: Noel’s background and expertise is a great asset to us as 
we moved from building to maintaining our new home. Noel continues 
to oversee the building maintence contractor, Hamilton Partners on the 
Board level. 

Finance Committee Chairman, Craig Stimpert and Board Treasurer 
Martin Starr, have worked to keep our finances and accounting transpar-
ent to you the members. In good financial markets and bad we continue 
to maintain a professionally managed endowment. The Scottish Rite 
Finance Committee meets quarterly and each committee member 
deserves our thanks for their commitment to the preservation and 
growth of the assets of our Corporation. Our assets are currently being 
managed by William Blair and Company and The Northern Trust.

When a brother is in financial distress, one resource available to 
him is our Almoner’s Fund. The Fund is professionally managed and 
the Almoner is Jim Patton. The Asst. Almoner is Brad Baker. They are 
discrete champions of those of us in need. 

Our board counsel, David Martin and the Law firm of Stein Ray 
continue to assist in our defense and counterclaims involving the ongo-
ing litigation with Legat Architects. Unfortunately, after several attempts 
at settlement on our part, the lawsuit continues to move forward.

Speaking on behalf of the Cathedral Board, thank you, for the confi-
dence you place in each of us to preserve and grow our fraternity.
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A n n u a l  R e p o r t s

Annual Report of the Scottish Rite Cathedral Association
William E. Tienken, President

William E. Tienken
President

Annual Report of the Finance Committee
Craig C. Stimpert, Chairman

It is again my pleasure to report on behalf of 
the Committee that our Association is financially 
sound and secure. The market value of our invest-
ments totaled $42,593,000 as of May 20, 2013, 
which represents an unrealized gain over cost of 
approximately $6,987,000. This doesn’t include the 
Almoner’s Fund investments of $454,000 nor the 
Life Membership Fund investments of $461,000 
which we account for separately. The best part of 
this news is that these funds represent what the 

Association has remaining to sustain our fraternal life activities after 
investing $35,000,000 in this beautiful Cathedral.

Process improvement is a main focus of the Board, committees and 
management at the Rite. We have seen improvements during the past 
year in the finance arena. We continue to utilize world class investment 
advisors. Our committee meets quarterly with The Northern Trust and 
William Blair & Company to review our portfolio, the current economic 
conditions and forecasts and any suggestions and/or recommendations 
they have for the Association. Those are then communicated to the full 
Board for consideration. We have a board adopted investment policy 
which addresses risk, allocation and diversity in our portfolio. We have 
also opened discussions with a nationally recognized third party inde-
pendent investment advisor specializing in nonprofit organizations to 

help us further improve our investment oversight responsibilities. They 
in essence would provide the third leg of the stool in our overall port-
folio management policy. The Northern Trust continues to serve as our 
investment custodian as well. We have professionalized our in house 
accounting process by adding a part time experienced bookkeeper to 
handle the day to day accounting duties in the office thus providing 
a stronger internal control environment and quicker reporting of our 
financial results. This should also result in a reduction of our overall 
cost in accounting and auditing. Our House and Building commit-
tee is working with management and our outside property manager to 
develop a realistic building operations budget to guide us in the future. 

Our annual financial statements for the year ended July 31, 2012 
were audited by Dennis Blevit & Company, Ltd., independent certi-
fied public accountants. Blevit & Company expressed an unqualified 
opinion on those statements. This report is available for review in our 
business office. The board also appoints an internal auditor to review 
monthly transactions and to report his findings monthly to the board. I 
was again privileged to perform that duty. 

We wish to thank Martin Starr, treasurer, Greg Klemm, executive 
secretary and COO and his staff for their diligence, assistance and service 
they provide the Association. I personally would like to thank committee 
members Charles Gambill, Andrew Keppy, Alan Hubble and John Dowling 
for their work, advice and dedication in serving on the finance committee.

Craig C. Stimpert
Chairman



After a hectic period of moving into our 
new building a little over a year ago, we have 
finally settled down to a productive life in our 
new facility. We have had three reunions, two 
annual meetings, plus several entertaining and 
informative meetings – all with accompanying 
meals and “afterglows.”

At the same time these events took place 
many building and final construction issues 
were also being completed behind the scenes.

In addition to “Punch List” items and other corrections, 
there have also been some improvements and changes added 
to our building. We have new faucets, sinks, and a countertop 
in the washroom area of the wardrobe/make-up suite. We were 
finally able to mount the “apron cast.” There is now a decorative 
window in the bar area displaying our double-headed eagle along 
with the emblems of each of the Scottish Rite Bodies.

During this past year, the Cathedral Board has added Hamilton 

Partners as our manager for building operations and maintenance.  
Their assistance in providing an operating expense budget will 
help to provide necessary information for our Administration, 
House and Finance Committees, and Cathedral Board.

The House Committee is particularly interested in maintain-
ing an efficiency of our building usage costs and also that rental 
fees cover these costs during the period of rental usage.

The House Committee would like to thank Ill. Brother 
Gregory R. Klemm, MSA, 33° and our office staff for their 
assistance and support during this past year. Also, on behalf 
of the House Committee and the Cathedral Board, we most 
sincerely appreciate and thank our fellow board member, 
David P. Crosson, for his effort, expertise, and direction in help-
ing us to clear up many construction issues this past year.

Lastly, the House Committee would like to thank the Scottish 
Rite Cathedral Association of Chicago for the opportunity and 
honor to serve the membership of this esteemed Association.

The following is my annual report as Treasurer of 
the Scottish Rite Cathedral Association of Chicago 
(SRCA). The past year has seen a number of 
improvements in the accounting processes of the 
SRCA, which have helped speed the delivery of 
financial statements from our auditors, Dennis I. 
Blevitt & Company, Ltd. 

As part of my duties, I provide a monthly report 
to the Board of Directors on our assets and liabilities, 
which are allocated among four accounts: 
1. The Real Estate Fund 
2. The Endowment Fund  
3. The General Fund 
4. The Life Membership Fund.

The SRCA has chosen to operate under a modified cash basis of 
accounting. The most recent financial statement of our auditors 
is dated April 30, 2013. In brief, the year-to-date totals across all 
accounts are:

 Total Revenues:  $1,074,661.55
 Total Expenditures:  $3,204,590.12
 Total Fund Balances: $71,158,764.26
Our largest group of assets are our marketable securities, followed by 

our headquarters land and building.
The audited statements will be available after the close of our fiscal 

year on July 31, 2013 and the completion of the audit. The books and 
records of the SRCA are open to inspection by any member of the SRCA 
during business hours.
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Annual Report of the Treasurer
Martin P. Starr, President

Martin P. Starr
Treasurer

Annual Report of the House Committee
Noel J. Kalis, Chairman

(continued)

Noel J. Kalis
Chairman

Annual Report of the Executive Committee
Karl P. Kalis,Chairman

To the Brethren of the Valley of Chicago: I now 
take this opportunity to come before you to report 
on the Executive Committee for the past year, 
2012-2013. The Executive Committee consists of 
the four presiding officers, with some additional 
support staff included. Over this past year, the 
Executive Committee worked diligently to plan 
and put together the various fraternal programs in 
our Valley. We have always kept the best interests 
of the membership in mind when putting together 
the various programs and events throughout this 

past year. The Executive Committee was one that worked well together, 
enjoyed exchanging ideas, and making the myriad of decisions that 
needed to be made for the good of the Valley of Chicago.

In addition to planning the fraternal calendar for the past year, 
making decisions, approving many different proposals, requests, and 
various other items; we had the privilege to decide on the deserv-
ing brethren for the Valley Award and the Meritorious Service Award 
(MSA). The Valley Award was given out at Awards Night, back in 
January 2013. The two recipients for the Valley Award from this past 
year were: Guy Hamilton and Paul Scheeler, for their many contribu-
tions to the Valley of Chicago. The MSA recipients for this year are Brad 
Baker and Lance Welter, for their many contributions to the Valley of 
Chicago as well. They will receive their MSA and red hat on June 29th in 
Bloomington, at the Illinois Council of Deliberation. This past year, the 
Executive Committee has also recommended two brethren to receive the 
MSA in 2014. Their names will be announced next month at the Illinois 
Council of Deliberation, following the MSA Ceremony. 

Karl P. Kalis
Chairman

(continued)
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Annual Report of the Executive Committee (continued)

Annual Report of the Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection
Karl P. Kalis, 33°, Thrice Potent Master

I have the distinct honor and great pleasure to stand before you for 
a second and last time as the Thrice Potent Master of the Van Rensselaer 
Lodge of Perfection, for the Valley of Chicago, to speak to you and 
reflect upon this past year. We have been truly blessed to have a wonder-
ful structure that we can finally call our permanent home, for the Valley 
of Chicago, now for well over a year! We have already created some 
beautiful memories, and have cemented some long-lasting friendships 
and experiences in which to look ahead to our future.  

This year is a monumental one for the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, as we celebrate our 200 years 
of existence. This bicentennial celebration will be carried out across our 
15-state jurisdiction. We have such an incredible and rich history in 
which to build upon in the Scottish Rite. I encourage each of you to 
take part in our special membership incentives for the Valley of Chicago 
and the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction as well. This program is in effect 
from January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2013. A goal has been 
set by the Supreme Council, during these two years we are celebrating 
the bicentennial, of 10,000 new members. Why not help us reach that 
membership goal, by taking part in the membership incentives, and have 
a chance to qualify for some cash prizes, as well as an all-expenses paid 
Alaskan cruise (which is the overall grand prize). If each member were to 
bring in a worthy brother, to become a Scottish Rite Mason, we would 
well be on our way to reaching that goal!

Speaking of membership, we have had two successful Reunions over 
this past year: the Fall 2012 Reunion (the Illustrious Richard R. Salsbury, 
33° Class), and the Spring 2013 Reunion (the Illustrious Lee Bradley, 
33° Class). The Valley of New Orleans reciprocated our visit from a 
few years ago, by coming up to join us for the Fall 2012 Reunion. The 
Cajun style meal was one that was much enjoyed by our brethren. The 
Valley of Freeport came down to join us, most recently, for our Spring 
2013 Reunion. We have gained many new brethren from these efforts, 
who are now 32° Scottish Rite Masons in the Valley of Chicago. As a 
result of these Reunions, with visiting brethren from other Valleys, we 
were able to rekindle old friendships and renew acquaintances with, not 

only the brethren of our own Valley, but with those of the other Valleys 
as well. As we all know, brotherhood is an integral part of our Fraternity.

I must now acknowledge and thank many individuals, whose assis-
tance has been invaluable to me over this past year. First, I would like to 
thank my fellow presiding officers, with whom we have served together 
on the Executive Committee: Jerry Sparks, Jim McKinnon, and Daryl 
Selock. Next, I wish to thank the office staff for all they have done, to 
make my job as Thrice Potent Master a little easier: Executive Secretary-
Greg Klemm, Lee Bradley, and Eddie Witas. I also wish to thank the 
various committee chairmen, committee members, technical depart-
ment heads, technical staff, and others, whose presence was either in 
the forefront, or in the background. I would be remiss if I did not thank 
our Active, Illustrious John T. Phillips, and Active Emeritus, Illustrious 
Lawrence D. Inglis, for all of their continued leadership, guidance, and 
support to not only myself, but to our Valley, and to the Scottish Rite.

As Thrice Potent Master, I certainly could not have done it all, with-
out the dedication, support, and outstanding efforts, from my officers 
in the Lodge of Perfection. From the bottom of my heart, I want to 
thank each and every one of you, brethren, who helped make this year 
a special one for me, and for the Lodge of Perfection: Dale Cyrier, Mike 
Ehle, Don Esser, Angelo Deserio, Reuben Owens, Patrick Robin, and 
Karl Nygard. I congratulate all of you, brethren, on a job well done! 
Last, but not least, I also wish to thank the Past Thrice Potent Masters of 
the Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection, who have come before me, and 
for whom I have felt most compelled to carry on the tradition during 
my term as Thrice Potent Master. Following in their footsteps, I wish 
to thank them for their support, guidance, and counsel. After what 
began many years ago, when I first became an officer in the Lodge of 
Perfection, my journey has now come to a most rewarding and satisfy-
ing end, culminating with my term as Thrice Potent Master. I would 
like to thank you all once again, and wish you all the very best for the 
future of the Lodge of Perfection, the Valley of Chicago, and Scottish 
Rite Freemasonry. Brethren, I leave you with the motto of our beloved 
14th Degree: “Whom Virtue Unites, Death Cannot Separate.”

(continued)

I have had the distinct honor and great pleasure to serve with my 
fellow presiding officers on the Executive Committee over this past 
year: Jerry Sparks (Sovereign Prince), James McKinnon, 33° (Most 
Wise Master), and Daryl Selock, MSA, 33° (Commander-in-Chief ); 
along with our two observers: Dale Cyrier (Deputy Master), and John 
Revere, MSA, 33° (High Priest). I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank these esteemed brethren, for all of their great work, input, and 
fine efforts they have put forth. 

To the Elected and Appointed Officers of the Valley of Chicago: My 
most sincere thanks for all your fine efforts, great dedication, and esprit 
de corps. I would like to give the most grateful thanks to our Active, John 

Phillips, 33°, and our Executive Secretary, Greg Klemm, MSA, 33°, for 
their guidance and leadership. I would also like to thank our Fraternal 
Secretary, Richard Salsbury, 33° (for attending all of our meetings, and 
for faithfully taking the minutes). A note of thanks must also be given 
to Eddie Witas, MSA, and Lee Bradley, 33°. 

I must finally acknowledge and thank Will Tienken, 33°, and the 
rest of the directors of the Scottish Rite Cathedral Association Board of 
Directors for their support as well. 

Brethren, I am most humbled, and deeply honored to have served 
this past year as Chairman of the Executive Committee, for the Valley 
of Chicago. 

Annual Report of Chicago Council, Princes of Jerusalem
Jerry D. Sparks, Sovereign Prince

It has been my extreme honor and privilege to serve you as your 
Sovereign Prince for the past two years.  Looking back, the time has 
gone amazingly fast. 

At the outset, I would like to thank Ill. Gregory R. Klemm MSA, 

33°, and the entire office staff for the outstanding support given to 
me, and the Council during my tenure in office. I feel that I have been 
unduly blest by being at the right place, and the right time. Being in 
office during the dedication of this splendid new facility, I received a 
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Below is my report having completed one year of my term as 
Commander-in-Chief of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.

It was indeed an horror and a privilege to have been elected and 
installed as your Commander-in-Chief just twelve months ago. I would 
have never thought when I joined the Scottish Rite, I would be chosen 
to serve the Valley in this capacity. I would like to thank the many 
people over the last fifteen years serving as a Consistory officer, that 
have counseled me, listened to my ideas (good or bad) and offered their 
opinions to me. In addition, I would like to thank the Officers and 
Committees that continue to work around the rite. To everyone, thank 
you for your continued efforts.

I was told very early in my Scottish Rite career not to develop ideas 
and wait until elected as a presiding officer to try to implement them. 
Great ideas should be cultivated as part of an overall plan for success of 
the Valley and shared with the officers. Great ideas cannot be imple-
mented overnight and often require many years to bring to fruition. 
The Valley of Chicago is like a large ship, it can turn, but it does not 

turn very fast. As Commander-in-Chief I have continued to listen to the 
members in an effort to bring these ideas forward.

The Executive Committee has worked very hard this year planning 
events and activities around the Rite that appeal to a wide range of 
members. You may have noticed that although we continued many of 
the activities that have been the staple of our calendar, we have added 
many which we hope will be enjoyed by all. I am please to work with 
Dale P. Cyrier, 32°, Thrice Potent Master and John D. Revere, MSA 
33°, Sovereign Prince in a continuing effort to bring Inspirational, 
Convenient Enjoyable events to the members.

We have embarked on a journey to meet the challenges set forth 
by Illustrious John William McNaughton, 33° to reach a 6% increase 
in new membership. Look for our Summer Bicentennial Celebration of 
events that provide an opportunity to “Experience Chicago to the Highest 
Degree” or an enjoyable day of brotherhood on the Wrigleyville Rooftops.

As my term continues, I look forward to working with each of you 
for the good of the Rite and of Mankind.

Annual Report Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.
Daryl W. Selock MSA, 33°, Commander-in-Chief

Annual Report of Chicago Council, Princes of Jerusalem (continued)

lot of praise, and publicity of which I did very little to deserve. The 
real praise belongs to the many Brethren of vision, and foresight, who 
preceded me in office, and of which, I was the recipient of their many 
years of dedicated service to the fraternity. I feel honored, but also very 
undeserving.

In my opinion, the past Reunion was by far the best that I have 
witnessed in my years as a Scottish Rite Mason. The Degrees as 
presented by all the Bodies showed significant improvement over the 
ones portrayed previously. The overall coordination and execution also 
showed vast improvement. If this uptrend continues, and the word gets 
out, I cannot help but believe that this Valley will grow significantly, 
both in numbers and prestige, in the future. For this, I am very thank-
ful, and appreciative.

It has been my honor to serve on the Executive Committee with 

my fellow presiding officers under the leadership of Ill. Karl P. Kalis, 
33°. We have all tried to put the interests of the Valley of Chicago, and 
Masonry in general, ahead of any personal agendas. Finally, I would like 
to thank my officers, and the Past Sovereign Princes, for the tremendous 
support given me the past two years. Again, my personal and heartfelt 
gratitude. Thank you.

When I became a Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret in the Valley of 
Tokyo in 1970, little did I ever envision that someday I would be stand-
ing here. Masonry is a journey, a spiritual journey. Once you embark 
on the journey, you never know where it may lead. However, of this 
one thing I am sure. The more that you give to Masonry, Masonry will 
return exponentially to you. I urge all of you, my Brothers to continue, 
or begin that journey. You will not be sorry. And, hopefully you will 
receive at least as much as I have. 

Annual Report of Gourgas Chapter of Rose Croix
James E. McKinnon, 33°, Most Wise Master

I would like to start by saying ‘thank you’ for electing me to the position 
of Most Wise Master of our Gourgas Chapter of Rose Croix. I am especially 
thankful to Illustrious Brother J. Robert Stockner, 33°, for bringing me into 
the Chapter line. Your confidence in me is greatly appreciated.

I also would like to thank Patrick B. Jones for his dedication to 
the Chapter and for giving the Valley of Chicago the best conferral of 
the 18th Degree ever to have been performed on a Scottish Rite stage. 
Patrick has decided to resign his position as an officer in the Scottish 
Rite. I as well as the rest of the officer core wish him well in all his future 
laudable undertakings. He will be missed.

The committees of our Scottish Rite have been hard at work over 
the past year. Everyone has done an excellent job, worth y of recogni-
tion. I would be remiss, however, if I did not thank Brothers Jeffery T. 
Henson and Paul A. Scheeler (both of whom happen to be officers in 
our Chapter) for all of their great ideas and hard work as co-chairs of the 

Valley’s Membership Committee. Their work in developing the Legacy 
Lodge Leadership Program is very much appreciated, and is the envy of 
every Valley throughout the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.

The past year has flown by. It was filled with many meetings, many 
special occasions, and many challenges – both good and bad. I have seen 
our Chapter grow as I have seen our Rite grow. We have new programs 
and fresh thoughts that will help us to thrive as only the Valley of Chicago 
can. We had 120 new members join us in the past two Reunions. We are 
well on our way to meeting our goal of a 6% increase in membership. 
The summer again brings warmth and opportunities to share in some 
of our annual outings such as the Golf Outing at Bloomingdale Golf 
Club on June 1st and the Day at the Races at Arlington Park on July 28th. 

Again, I wish to say ‘Thank You, Brethren’ for electing me “Most 
Wise Master.” I look forward to another fabulous year with your help 
and support.

Visit www.ScottishRiteChicago.org for all Annual Reports
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Elmer W. Gielow, Jr., MSA, 33°
1928 to 2013

Reporting Period:  February 16, 2013, to May 17, 2013

Ross D. Aldrich
Paul R. Amundsen
Warren L. Bergquist
William A. Capps
William A. Childers
Frederick J. Coners
Robert O. Covey

Arthur J. Cremieux
Donald D. Denny
Jay S. Ellis
Robert L. Ely Jr.
Charles L. Ettner
Elmer W. Gielow, Jr., MSA, 33°
Bernard Grossman

Jerry C. Keen
Henry R. Kutchins
Ward A. Lear
William P. Levine
Peter G. Livingston
Robert H. Mac Nerland
James J. Maniatis

Richard M. Mickelsen Jr.
Wilbur L. Morrison
Herman Novetsky
Robert F. O’Keefe
Max R. Opprecht
Elmer R. Ottwell
Roy N. Perry

Ralph Piscopo
Morris L. Rinehart
James A. Smith
Raymond J. Smith PMWM
Aden E. Swinehamer
Frank Wong

With members of his family working 
to champion over dyslexia, Joshua under-
stands the need for education and tutori-
al services to teach children to read. That’s 
why he launched Pennies for Many, a fun-
draising program to support the Children’s 
Dyslexia Center of Metropolitan Chicago.

Joshua, a seventh grader, educated his 
classmates on the challenges of dyslexia 
and the services of the Children’s Dyslexia 
Center during school lunches, collecting 
an amazing 12,791 pennies.

Joshua (center) with Paula Conroy (left), 
Director of the Children’s Dyslexia Center of 
Metropolitan Chicago, and Joshua’s father, 
Mark (right).

Learning Center News: Donor Spotlight
Special thanks to Joshua for helping us 

to unlock the magnificent potential of a 
child’s mind.

The Children’s Dyslexia Center of 
Metropolitan Chicago is a 501(c)3 reg-
istered charity. Through our partner-
ship with the Masonic and Scottish Rite 
organizations, we provide free tutor-
ing services to children with dyslex-
ia.  Virtually 100% of every donation 
is directly used to educate children and 
their tutors.

Elmer William Gielow, Jr., was born 
on September 28, 1928, in Chicago, 
Illinois, to Elmer W. and Anna J. 
(nee Klei) Gielow. Educated in the 
Chicago public schools, he graduat-
ed in 1951 from the Illinois Institute of 

Technology with a bachelor of science in public administration. 
Commissioned an Ensign in the United States Navy, he served 
his country faithfully both on active duty and in the Naval 
Reserve, retiring in 1975.

On October 18, 1952, Elmer married Violet A. Blomstrand, 
of Chicago, a loving union which endured until her untimely 
death in 2003. Bro. Gielow is survived his daughters, Elizabeth 
A. Thrun and Laura C. Bloss, and several grandchildren.

In business, he served as a Customer Service Manager and 
later Purchasing Agent for the Serta Mattress Co. of Chicago. 

Elmer was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in 
Parkway Lodge No. 1008, A.F. & A.M., of Chicago, on January 5, 
1950, where he served as Worshipful Master in 1958. At the time 
of his passing, he was a member of King Oscar Lodge No. 855 and 
honorary member of St. Cecilia Lodge No. 865, both in Chicago.

Bro. Gielow joined the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite Valley 
of Chicago at the 1961 Fall Reunion. He served as Sovereign 

Prince of Chicago Council Princes of Jerusalem 1973-1974. 
Afterward, he served on the Board of Directors of the Scottish 
Rite Cathedral Association of Chicago, first as a member and 
later as President. He received the Meritorious Service Award in 
1969 and was coroneted a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 
Thirty-third Degree Mason, at Pittsburg, Pa., on September 
28, 1977. Elmer was named Class Honoree of the 1990 Fall 
Reunion. He was the Valley’s Executive Secretary from 1984 to 
1996, later serving as Almoner, and also served as Secretary of 
the Illinois Council of Deliberation from 1988 to 1993.

Elmer’s other memberships and associations include, but 
are certainly not limited to, the York Rite; Medinah Temple, 
AAONMS; and Masonic Veterans. He was a distinguished 
member of St. John’s Conclave - Red Cross of Constantine, and 
a IX° member of Illinois College SRICF. He was an honoree of 
both the Order of Rainbow for Girls and International Order of 
DeMolay. Early this year, Elmer marked his sixty-third year as a 
member of the Masonic Fraternity.

The passing of our Brother from the cares and troubles of 
this transitory existence has removed another link in the fra-
ternal chain that binds us together. May we who survive him 
be more strongly bound in the ties of friendship, morality and 
brotherly love.

I N  M E M O R I A M

For more information or to donate, please visit www.childrensdyslexiacenterchicago.org/donate or call 708-588-0091.



For reservations or more information about our events, please visit us online 
at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or call (800) 774-3467
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Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago
Summer 2013 Activities & Events

august 2013
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Freemasons al fresco 
at Helmig Country Farm

Royal Feast at King 
Solomon’s Temple

MSA Brunch

Supreme Council 
– Washington, 
D.C.

Supreme Council – 
Washington, D.C.

Learning Center 
Board Meeting

Supreme Council 
– Washington, 
D.C.

Scholarship & 
Learning Center 
Recognition 
Night

DeMolay Honors 
Night

Masonic Memorial 
Observance at 
Acacia Park

Supreme Council – 
Washington, D.C.

Brotherhood on 
the Wrigleyville 
Rooftops

Family Picnic at 
Lambs Farm
Sunday, July 14

10:00 am to 5:00 pm

Advance reservations are 
required by Friday, July 5. 

Members and Guests: 
$10 per person

Children (12 and Under): 
Free!

see page 12 for details

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

Family Picnic at 
Lamb’s Farm

Arlington Park 
Day at the Races

Learning Center 
Board Meeting

Independence 
Day – Office 
Closed

Stated Meeting 
(Council Presides)

Office Closed

Experience Chicago 
to the Highest 
Degree

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

JULY 2013

Day at the Races 
at Arlington Park

Sunday, July 28
Noon to 5:00 pm

Members and Immediate 
Family: $55

Non-Member Guests: 
$80

see page 13 for details

Brotherhood on the 
Wrigleyville Rooftops

Saturday, August 31,  
3:05 pm Game Time

Candidates Free!
Top Line Sponsors

$40 per person
Members and Ladies 

$80 per person
see page 3 for details

Enjoy the Benefits of Membership in the Valley of Chicago Online at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org



For reservations or more information about our events, please visit us online  
at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or call (800) 774-3467

Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago
Summer 2013 Activities & Events

september 2013
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

Labor Day 
Office Closed

Learning Center 
Board Meeting

 Degree 
Presentation

Learning Center 
Walk-a-thon

Irish-American 
Heritage Center 
Goes Scottish

Scottish Rite 
Masonry at Morton 
Arboretum

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

Learning Center 
Board Meeting

Oktoberfest & 
Fraternal Relations 
Dinner

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

october 2013

Are You Receiving Your 
Weekly Dosage of  
Echoes From the  

Valley of Chicago?
Echoes is a Weekly Email Reminder of 

Upcoming Meetings, Family Programs  
and Special Events

If you are not receiving Echoes, send an 
email to editor@ScottishRiteChicago.org  

requesting to be added.

Enjoy the Benefits of Membership in the Valley of Chicago Online at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org

Oktoberfest
Saturday, October 19 

6:00 pm Social
7:00 pm Dinner

Dinner • Live Music and 
Dancing Until Late

Prospective Members and 
their Ladies: Free!

Sponsoring Members  
and their Ladies: Free!

Members and Spouses: 
$25 per person

see page 13 for details

Masonic Memorial  
Observance at 
Acacia Park

Saturday, August 3
10:00 am to 1:00 pm

Candidates: Free!

Top-line Sponsors:  
$10 per person

Members and Ladies: 
$20 per person

see page 3 for details

For reservations or more information about our events, please visit us online 
at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or call (800) 774-3467

Irish-American Heritage  
Center goes Scottish

Saturday, September 21 
4:00 pm

see page 3 for details



At Refreshment

• 2013 Fall Reunion with the 

Valley of Nashville

• Thirty-third Degree Nominees

• Meritorious Service Award

• Donor Recognition

• Learning Center News

Get Event Information, News 
Highlights, Meeting Reminders,  
Special Promotions & More….

Echoes From the  
Valley of Chicago
A Weekly ENews Publication

To Subscribe call (800) 774-3467 or 
email editor@ScottishRiteChicago.org.

UPCOMING FEATURES

Balls and Strikes
Which Thirty-third Degree member of the Valley of Chicago played his rookie 

season in 1945 as a pitcher for the Detroit Tigers, the same year the Tigers beat 

the Chicago Cubs in their last World Series appearance?

1. Cy Young

2. Billy Pierce

3. Sandy Koufax

4. Nolan Ryan

Submit your answer to:  
puzzles@ScottishRiteChicago.org  
or call (800) 774-3467 no later than Friday,  
July 31 for a chance to win fun prizes!



Scottish Rite Bodies—Valley of Chicago PERIODICALS
383 E. Lake Street

Bloomingdale, Illinois 60108

For more information or to make your reservation, please visit  
www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or call (800) 774-3467

Experience Chicago to the Highest Degree
Saturday, July 20

Masonic Memorial Observance  
at Acacia Park
Saturday, August 3

Freemasons al fresco at  
Helmig’s Country Farm
Saturday, August 10

Brotherhood on the Wrigleyville Rooftop 
Saturday, August 31

Irish American Heritage Center goes Scottish
Saturday, September 21

Scottish Rite Masonry at Morton Arboretum
Saturday, September 28

See page 3 for details.

Mark Your Calendars for the  
Bicentennial Summer Celebration

Invite a Master Mason to Join the Scottish Rite  
at one of these Fun Upcoming Events

New candidates attend for free and all Top-line Sponsor tickets are half price.




