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It seems like only 
yesterday, the play-
grounds and swim-
ming pools of our city 
parks were filled with 
smiles and laughter, as 
children enjoyed the 
warm air and sense 
of freedom that only 

summer can give. Surely our members – 
the young, as well as the young at heart 
– have been out and about basking in the 
joy of those dog days of summer.

While the outside air may be begin-
ning to cool, things are just starting to 
heat up around our Rite. You will want to 
be sure to check out the Upcoming Events 
Section of this issue of Scottish Rite News. 
We’ll be kicking off our fall calendar with 
several fun member and family activi-
ties – including our first ever Oktoberfest 
Celebration on October 20, featuring live 
German entertainment and an authentic 
menu that you will not want to miss.

And whatever you do, be sure not to 
forget about our Fall Reunion and New 

Member Joining Ceremonies, which will 
take place on Thursday, November 1 
through Saturday, November 3. Join us as 
we welcome our brothers from the Valleys 
of New Orleans and Detroit as our spe-
cial guests for this weekend event. Details 
are available in this issue, as well as on the 
website at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org.

Fraternally,

EDWARD J. WITAS III, MSA

A Letter from the Editor

www.ScottishRiteChicago.org



Happy Birthday, Scottish Rite!
Celebrating 200 Years of Brotherhood

Be a Part of the 2012 Fall Reunion and  
New Member Joining Opportunity

Thursday, November 1 through Saturday, November 3

Highlights of Reunion Weekend:

♦ Reduced Candidate Petition Fees

♦ New Member & Sponsor Incentives

♦ Visitors from the Valleys of Detroit and New Orleans

♦ Famous New Orleans Style Menu

♦ Special Presentation of a Red Third Degree, Southern  
 Jurisdiction of Scottish Rite

♦ Conferrals of the  4°, 9°, 16°, 21°, 30° and 32° by the  
 Valley of Chicago, NMJ

♦ Conferral of the 18° by the Valley of New Orleans, SMJ

♦ Brotherhood, Fun and Much, Much More!

New Member Joining Fee:  $255
(Includes membership dues through July 2013)

For more information, to make a reservation, or to  
download a membership petition, please visit us online  
at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or call (800) 774-3467.

H
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HEAR YE!   
HEAR YE!

It is with great pleasure that the Valley 
of Chicago presents its newest 33° Nomi-
nees, whose names were announced at the 
2012 Supreme Council Session in Cleve-
land, Ohio.  The Thirty-third Degree, 
which is the ultimate Degree of the Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, can 
only be awarded by a Supreme Council and 
cannot be applied for.  It is given to those 
Thirty-second Degree members who have 
performed outstanding services for the 
Fraternity, or for service to humanity that 
brings great credit upon the Fraternity.  Less 
than 1% of all Scottish Rite Masons are 
recipients of the 33°.

The Valley of Chicago Proudly Announces its Newest  
Nominees to Receive the Thirty-third Degree

The Newest Thirty-third Degree Nomi-
nees from the Valley of Chicago are:

James H. Obriecht
Joseph H. Santisteban VA
David F. Sedivy MSA
Jerry D. Sparks
Craig C. Stimpert

The Thirty-third Degree will be con-
ferred upon these distinguished Brothers 
at the 2013 Supreme Council Session in 
Washington, D.C.

A complete review of the 2012 Annual 
Meeting of the Supreme Council, including 
highlights and news items, will be published 
in the Winter Issue of Scottish Rite News.

Top-line Sponsor a  
Scottish Rite Candidate  

between January 1,2012 & 
December 31, 2013 for a chance to 
win a 14-day land/sea cruise tour 
to Alaska and other great prizes. 

For more information, visit  
www.ScottishRiteChicago.org. 
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By Jesse D. Chariton

It has taken some time for the library/
museum to get acclimated to our new home. 
When given a storage room lined with emp-
ty shelves and state-of-the-art compact art 
storage, a museum object’s tendency could 
be to jump out of its box and onto the near-
est shelf. My job has been to provide some 
ordo ab chao, making sure things are done 
in an orderly fashion.

Without boring the reader with the 
mundane details of Accession Records, the 
differences between cellulose nitrate and 
Acryloid B-72, and buffered archival paper, 
let me simply say that this task is as complex 
as it is enjoyable. But new acquisitions are 
much more exciting to the average person.

In the last six months donations of many 
various items have come in. This article will 
highlight some of them.

Rich Raddatz, of West Chicago, donated 
a large envelope which included a photo of 
the November 1914 Class of Oriental Con-
sistory which shows Peter S. Hansen, who 
was serving as Treasurer at that time. Also in 
the envelope were two portraits of Hansen, 
a line drawing of a preliminary design for 
his grave marker, and a 1928 class photo of 
Oglesby School (Chicago) showing Han-
sen’s daughter seated in the front row.

Two grandsons of Simon Wilnau, the 
creator of the triangular Royal Arch altar 
in the center of our museum, visited the 
museum on my invitation. They were very 
pleased to see their grandfather’s work so 
prominently displayed. Because we had had 
previous contact, they brought with them 
a file of materials for donation. This file 
included: copies of Wilnau’s death certifi-
cate, newspaper clippings, images from the 
Official Catalog of the Columbian Exposi-
tion (where Wilnau exhibited some of his 
work), and photos of an apron box also 
made by Brother Wilnau. The current loca-
tion of the apron box is unknown.

Brother Matthew Gibbons, from the 
Rockford area, donated some Shrine fezzes 
and a full Mohammed (Peoria) Shrine Band 
Uniform in great condition.

We also received some of the personal 
effects of Ill. Richard B. Ogilvie, 33°, 

Recent Donations to  
the Library & Museum

Other new museum objects include:
•	 A	seal	matrix

•	 Ceremonial	swords,	including	that	of	Ill.	Brother	Harold	Spelman,	33°

•	 Two	stereoscopic	images	of	Unity	Church	(our	old	building)	after	the	
	 	fire	of	1871

•	 Pocket	knife	collection

•	 Nearly	50	books,	including:	Masonic Collectables	by	George	B.		 	
	 Spielman	(1990),	and	Fraternal Regalia I: Knights Templar	by	Michael	
		 C.	MacDonald	(2008).	Of	particular	note	is	a	copy	of	the	Complete 
  History of the Epoch Making XXXI Triennial Conclave of the Grand   
 Encampment Knights Templar of the United States,	by	Andrew	J.		 	
	 Redmond,	Official	Historian	of	the	XXXI	Conclave,	signed	by	the	
	 the	author.

including his 33° patent and photos of the 
1974 Supreme Council Session in Atlantic 
City, NJ, and correspondence which will be 
placed in the archives. Ill. Brother Ogilvie 
served as Governor of the State of Illinois 
from 1969 to 1973, and the Ogilvie Trans-
portation Center in downtown Chicago is 
named in his honor.



www.ScottishRiteChicago.org  SRN Fall 2012  5

By Jesse D. Chariton

Our stated meeting in June of this 
year we heard from Rev. Michael Bertiaux 
about the identity of Comte Alessandro de 
Cagliostro, who is credited with spreading 
the so-called Egyptian Rite of Freemasonry. 
In his talk Bertiaux touched on questions 
and ideas such as the connection between 
Egypt and Masonic roots, the relationship 
between Biblical/Solomonic traditions and 
the superiority of Egyptian Masonry, and 
the idea that Cagliostro’s system could 
be a bridge between Chivalric Masonry  
(i.e. Knights Templar) and Western 
Esoterism.

The Valley of Chicago has resources for 
anyone interested in more information on 
any of these topics, including Robert Coo-
per’s “The Masonic Magician” (2008), and 
a biography of Cagliostro published in the 
predecessor to this magazine one hundred 
years ago (Oriental Consistory Magazine IV 
(9):202-203).

We are also privileged to have a full set 
of Heredom, the Transactions of the Scot-
tish Rite Research Society, which includes a 
reprint of “The Spurious Rites of Memphis 
and Misraim” by Albert Pike, William L. 
Cummings (9:147-197), and the Collec-
tanea of the Grand College of Rites, which 
include reprints of some rituals of the “Rites 
of Memphis” and “Mizraïm.”

In the archives section we have a copy 
of the rituals (4°–95°), printed in Chicago 
in 1867, published by authority of the 
Sovereign Sanctuary (95°) of the Valley of 
Chicago of the Egyptian Rite of Memphis. 
Theodore Tuthill Gurney, 33°, member 
of the Valley of Chicago and past Thrice 
Potent Master, was a Charter Member of 
that body.

One of the goals of the Scottish Rite 
Cathedral Library & Museum is to provide 
some context for any topics which may be 
brought up by speakers hosted by the Valley, 
and more information for any Masonic sub-
jects which individual members find inter-
esting. Be sure to contact Jesse D. Chari-
ton if you have any questions or particular 
research concerns.

Cagliostro and the Egyptian Rite:
Resources in the Chicago Scottish Rite Masonic Library

Library & Museum 
Contact Information:

Email: 
jesse.chariton@scottishritechicago.org

Phone: 
630-439-3419 

Library:  
www.scottishritechicago.org/csrml

Museum:  
www.scottishritechicago.org/vocm

Speaker Rev. Michael Bertiaux
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Lance J. Welter VA
MSA Nominee

Lance Jeffrey Welter was born on July 
23, 1949, in Chicago, Illinois.

Brother Welter was Raised to the Sub-
lime Degree of Master Mason in Wayfarers 
Lodge, No. 1001 in Evanston, Illinois. He 
joined the Valley of Chicago as a member 
of the Fall reunion Class of 2004. He has 
since served the Valley of Chicago and the 
Illinois Council of Deliberation in a vari-
ety of capacities. Currently, Brother Welter 
serves as a member of the Illinois Scottish 
Rite Scholarship Committee on behalf of 
the Valley of Chicago. Brother Welter is also 
a proud recipient of the Valley of Chicago’s 
Valley Award.

The Meritorious 
Service Award

The Constitution of the Supreme Council provides that the 

Meritorious Service Award may be conferred upon members 

of the Scottish Rite who, by reason of meritorious services 

of a Masonic character, are worthy of such recognition. 

The Meritorious Service Award can only be awarded by a 

State Council of Deliberation to a member in good standing 

for outstanding or significant services performed within 

the Scottish Rite and cannot be applied for. To be eligible, 

recipients must have attained the Thirty-Second Degree of 

the Scottish Rite.

Brothers Bradley L. Baker VA and Lance J. Welter VA of 

the Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago have been nominated to 

receive this prestigious honor at the 2013 Illinois Council of 

Deliberation.

Bradley L. Baker VA
MSA Nominee

Bradley Lincoln Baker was born on 
April 5, 1946, in Erie, Pennsylvania.

Brother Baker was Raised to the Sub-
lime Degree of Master Mason in Tyrian 
Lodge, No. 362 in Erie, Pennsylvania. He 
joined the Valley of Chicago as a dual mem-
ber on September 11, 1992. He has since 
served the Valley of Chicago in a variety of 
capacities, as both an officer and as a mem-
ber of several committees. Brother Baker 
now serves as the Assistant Almoner of 
the Scottish Rite Almoner’s Fund. Brother 
Baker is also a proud recipient of the Valley 
of Chicago’s Valley Award.

U  U  U  U  U  U  U  U  U  U  U  U  U
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A Gathering  
of Families

I
By Alan M. Hubble

It was a perfect day for a picnic. Tem-
peratures were in the upper 70s with hardly 
a cloud in the sky. Don Helmig and company 
were the first to arrive and began preparing 
the feast. Shortly thereafter, several trucks 
carrying tents, inflatables for the kids and the 
much-heralded dunk tank arrived and began 
their setup. Ed Steffy rolled in and began set-
ting up the music system. Craig and Paula 
Stimpert (co-chairman of the event) were 
unloading the equipment for the kid’s games. 
Mark Knowles and Reggie Johnson, Knights 
of St. Andrews, took up their post in the reg-
istration tent where the kid’s prizes were care-
fully laid out under Reggie’s watchful eyes. 
Rich Pugh and the Medinah Fire Unit arrived 
with their usual fanfare and began filling the 
dunk tank with “ice-cold” water. Bob Mueller 
and other members of El Jaala Grotto set up 
their sno-cones and popcorn machines-it was 
a perfect day in the making.

 

 
 
Then one by one, families from the  
Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago and Medinah 
Shriners started arriving. We estimated a total 
of 250 or so attended. Kids selected their trea-
sures from the prize table. Adults stood along-
side kids at the food line, consuming untold 
quantities of hot dogs, hamburgers, chicken 
sandwiches, assorted salads and trimmings. 
Watermelon—a staple of all old fashioned  
family picnics—was laid out and quickly 
consumed. 

The dunk tank saw quite a bit of action. 
Under the guidance of Rich Pugh and the 
Fire Unit, first Steve Schenk, followed by Karl 
Kalis, Daryl Selock, Patrick Jones, Ken Lud-
wig and even Heidi Witas took their turns in 
the dunk tank. Kids went from games orga-
nized by Paula Stimpert, Ruth Sonnenberg 
and others, to the two inflatable amusements, 
to just hanging out with friends. Everywhere 
you looked there were groups of old friends  
 

 
 
mixed with new members and their families.  
Then it struck me what this picnic was all  
about…families.

Only at such a picnic could a dichotomy 
of families come together as one family. 
There were young families mixing with older 
families; Shriners laughing with Scottish Rite 
members; and empty nesters sharing stories 
with large families. But that day we were 
only one family of friends, brought together 
in common by this great fraternity of ours. 
We were the better part of the day under this 
Masonic umbrella that unites us all. Then the 
music died down, all the food was consumed, 
the best stories were shared, the dunk tank was 
half empty, and it was time to leave for home. 
But we did so knowing that the relationships 
that continued, and those that were made 
just that day, would continue from where we 
left off the next time we are together. As one 
Masonic family, we share the best of times. 
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The Valley of Chicago welcomed 
John D. Ward as guest speaker follow-
ing the table proceeding on Thursday, 
July 19, 2012. A native of Springfield, 
Ill., Mr. Ward is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Chicago and Bard Graduate  
Center for Studies in the Decorative Arts 
in New York. A Senior Vice President, he 
serves as Head of Department for Silver at 
the New York office of Sotheby’s, the famed 
auctioneer founded in 1744 which oper-
ates in 40 countries. Mr. Ward’s visit was 
co-sponsored by a grant from the Andrew 
Torok Foundation, which underwrites 
Masonic education and research (see article 
on opposite page).

Sotheby’s Silver Expert 
Showcases Masonic 
Relationships

Masons composed a third of 
Revere’s recorded clientele, 
spread across ten lodges.

He highlighted fraternal relationships 
between patrons and silversmiths, including 
the 2011 Sotheby’s Americana Week auc-
tion, where an important pair of American 
silver wine cups by Paul Revere, Boston, 
1792, attained a price of $752,500. The 
cups were commissioned by Moses Michael 
Hayes, founder of The Massachusetts Bank 
in 1784 (now Bank of America). Artist and 
patron were both members of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts; the year the cups 
were made (1792), Hays was Grand Master, 
and Revere his Deputy.

Hays had previously been Master of 
King David’s Lodge in New York, the first 
Jewish Masonic lodge in America, while 
Revere was one of the earliest Knights Tem-
plar in the U.S. Masons composed a third 
of Revere’s recorded clientele, spread across 
ten lodges. About two-thirds of his fellow 
Masons at St. Andrew’s Lodge in Boston 
were also clients. Mr. Ward noted that it 
would be extraordinary to locate silver can-
dlesticks attributable to Revere himself, as 
none has yet been found, and wondered if 
some lodge might unknowingly have them.

Mr. Ward performed an impromptu 

John D. Ward of Sotheby’s recently lectured 
on Paul Revere and his Masonic connection 
at the Scottish Rite Cathedral.

“Antiques Roadshow” style evaluation of 
the “Cup of Brotherly Love” brought to the 
event by Bro. Bill Wojtas from Evans Lodge 
No. 524. The massive sterling silver goblet 
was presented in 1929 by Bro. Norman B. 
Hickox and sent on an around-the-world 
journey, returning to Evanston in 1958. Mr. 
Ward marveled at its unique history and 
intricate engraving by the dozens of lodges 
it visited, observing that its replacement 
cost merely for insurance purposes might 
run into the tens of thousands of dollars.

Artist and patron were 
both members of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts; the 
year the cups were made 
(1792), Hays was Grand 
Master, and Revere his 
Deputy.
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By Ira S. Gilbert

We will soon observe the 2013 bicen-
tennial of Scottish Rite Freemasonry in 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction and, in 
2017, the tricentennial of speculative Free-
masonry under the Grand Lodge system as 
we know it today. Selfless visionaries like 
Andrew N. Torok are one of the reasons why 
our fraternity has reached these milestones.

Andrew Torok was born March 6, 1911, 
in Budapest, Hungary. He worked in a 
manufacturing plant until after the end of 
World War II, when he emigrated to the 
U.S., settling in Riverside, Illinois, where he 
worked as an importer and office manager 
for a family business.

Having first joined Deak Ferenc Lodge 
in Budapest in 1947, he attempted to 
resume his fraternal affiliation here in 
America but learned that the Grand Lodge 
of Illinois did not maintain relations with 
his home lodge. Bro. Torok was raised to the 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason on May 
12, 1971, in Wayfarers Lodge No. 1001, in 
Evanston. He was called from his earthly 
labors on March 9, 1996, after which 
he was cremated and received a Masonic 
funeral service.

In addition to the Valley of Chicago 
and Medinah Shrine, one unusual frater-
nal group he belonged to was the Masonic 
Order of the Bath (and Wahoo Band), based 
in Red Bank, New Jersey. He also served for 
several years as secretary of the Masonic Sec-
retaries Association, an office he held at the 
time of his death.

A 1976 charter member of the Illinois 
Lodge of Research, twenty years later he left 
a substantial bequest in his estate to support 
Masonic research and education in Illi-
nois. The by-laws of the Andrew N. Torok 
Foundation specified that its “membership” 
consist of the members in good standing of 
the Illinois Lodge of Research and Masonic 
Secretaries Association.

Governance of the Torok Foundation 
was vested in a board of directors consisting 
of three brethren, one each from the Illinois 
Lodge of Research and Masonic Secretaries 
Association, and one appointed by the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master. Currently, the 
directors include Ira S. Gilbert on behalf of 
the Illinois Lodge of Research, Clarence L. 
Casson, secretary of the Masonic Secretar-
ies Association, and Gregory L. Clark, 33°, 

R.W. Junior Grand Warden.
The constituted purpose of the Andrew 

N. Torok Foundation is twofold: to encour-
age and promote the study and research of 
the nature of Freemasonry, its history and 
philosophy, and to disseminate the results 
of those studies among Masons and non-
Masons by lectures, printed materials, 
scholarships, awards, and prizes, inside and 
outside the United States.

The Torok Award is presented by the 
Illinois Lodge of Research to a recipient 
who advances the mission of the organiza-
tion through extraordinary service. The 
Torok Foundation also helps fund opera-
tion of their Illinois Masonic Library & 
Museum in the Normal Masonic Temple, 
and underwrites the cost of guest speakers 
for events such as the Masonic Secretaries 
Association dinner at the annual meeting of 
Grand Lodge in Springfield.

So, like a link in the mystic chain that 
connects us to so many other generous 
brethren of the past, Bro. Torok’s selfless act 
will continue to benefit our fraternity for 
many years to come.

About the Andrew N. Torok Foundation

Over 200 members of the Valley of Chicago joined together on July 19, 2012, for a Masonic Table Proceedings, held in the dining room of the 
Scottish Rite Cathedral.
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Paul Whiteman was dubbed the “King of 
Jazz,” although he was anything but that, 
as considered by jazz purists. During his 
long career as an orchestra leader, he rarely 
delved into the area of jazz. It was really his 
eye for talent, more as an impresario, that 
led to his legacy in the world of jazz music. 
Many famous jazz musicians performed for 
Whiteman and his orchestra: Jimmy and 
Tommy Dorsey, Jack and Charlie Teagar-
den, Bix Beiderbecke, Bunny Berigan, Bing 
Crosby, Mildred Bailey, and Johnny Mercer, 
among others.

Despite the fact that Whiteman was 
not considered a pure jazz musician or 
bandleader, he was considered one of the 
most important figures in twentieth century 
American popular music. Formed at a time 
when the country’s musical landscape was 
changing, his orchestra broke new ground. 
His orchestra was the first to popularize 
musical arrangements, the first to use reed 
and brass sections, the first to play in vaude-
ville, the first to travel to, and perform in 
Europe, the first to use a female vocalist 
(Mildred Bailey), and the first to use a vocal 
trio (the Rhythm Boys). Duke Ellington 
wrote in his autobiography: “Paul White-
man was known as the ‘King of Jazz,’ and 
no one as yet has come near carrying that 
title with more certainty and dignity.”

He was born on March 28, 1890, in 
Denver, Colorado to a musical family, 
where he was classically trained. Whiteman 
learned to play both the violin and viola as 
a child. In his youth, he performed with the 
Denver Symphony. He later went to San 
Francisco, where he performed with various 
classical ensembles. It was in San Francisco 
that he was introduced to the popular music 
of the day. During World War I he trained 
and worked with musicians in the Naval 

Masonic Composers and Musicians  
Paul Whiteman “The King of Jazz”

By Karl P. Kalis, 33°

Training Camp Symphony. After the war, he 
returned to San Francisco to form a dance 
band. After moving to Southern California, 
he later relocated and settled on the East 
Coast. His ensemble made its first record-
ing for Victor in August of 1920. White-
man became the most successful recording 
artist during the 1920s. In the late 1920s, 
he recorded for Columbia Records.

One of the pivotal moments in Ameri-
can music history occurred on Febru-
ary 12, 1924. This was the premiere of 
George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue,” 

which was commissioned by Whiteman, 
and performed by his orchestra, at Aeolian 
Hall in New York City. This combined the 
elements of classical music with jazz influ-
ences. Among the prominent musicians 
who were present at this premiere concert 
were John Philip Sousa (a Mason Brother) 
and Sergei Rachmaninoff. Whiteman later 
adopted the work as the theme song for his 
orchestra. He opened his radio programs 
with the slogan “Everything new but the 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’.”

Whiteman appreciated jazz musi-
cians, and hired many of the best white 

jazz instrumentalists and vocalists for his 
orchestra. He gave them many opportuni-
ties for improvisation (a key component 
and characteristic of jazz music), paid them 
top salaries, and also encouraged them to 
make small jam session recordings on the 
side. He was primarily responsible for revo-
lutionizing the dance orchestra and dance 
music after World War I. Before that time, 
dances were performed by military bands, 
string ensembles, or combos. Working 
with arranger Ferde Grofe (who arranged 
“Rhapsody in Blue” for the debut perfor-

mance in 1924); Whiteman introduced the 
saxophone section as a musical unit that was 
on equal footing with the brass section. It 
defined the standard for instrumentation 
in a dance orchestra, and remains in big 
bands to the present. Before his time, musi-
cal arrangements were very cut-and-dry, 
with much repetition. Whiteman and Grofe 
introduced arrangements that did not have 
repetition, but changed keys, textures, and 
rhythms (similar to symphonic music).

Whiteman continued to lead his orches-
tra into the late 1930s, but by then his 
music sounded a bit old-fashioned, when 

One of the pivotal moments in American 

music history occurred on February 12, 1924. 

This was the premiere of George Gershwin’s 

“Rhapsody in Blue,” which was commissioned 

by Whiteman, and performed by his orchestra, 

at Aeolian Hall in New York City. 
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Paul Whiteman

compared to the “modern” rhythms of Ben-
ny Goodman and Tommy Dorsey. In 1938 
he tried to recreate himself and his musical 
style, in which he was unsuccessful. He then 
disbanded his orchestra to form a new one, 
which he disbanded a short while later as 
well. He starred as himself in the 1940 film, 
“Strike up the Band.” He formed another 
ensemble at the end of 1940, finally achiev-
ing the modern sound for which he was 
searching. After a long absence from the 
recording studio, he made a recording with 
his group in 1942 for Capitol Records.

World War II took its toll to Whiteman’s 
musicians, as it did with many bandleaders 
and musical groups during this time. He 
soon had to disband this ensemble. In 1944 
he organized and toured with yet another 
new orchestra. After the war, Whiteman 
settled down and became involved with a 

new medium: television. He conducted stu-
dio orchestras for ABC. Earlier in his career 
he hosted his own radio program, and now 
in the 1950s and 1960s he hosted his own 
television show. He continued to conduct 
dance orchestras and make guest appearanc-
es for many concerts, both in this country 
and abroad.

He died at the age of 77, in Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania, on December 29, 1967. His 
musical memorabilia, including his large 
library of over 3,000 musical arrangements 
were bequeathed to Williams College, in 
Williamstown, Massachusetts, where they 
are now part of the Whiteman Collection. 
He provided the music for six Broadway 
shows, and produced more than 600 record-
ings. He was married four times. Whiteman 
became a Mason, when he was raised in St. 
Cecile Lodge #568, in New York City, on 

May 2, 1922. His Masonic Lodge is nick-
named “Lodge of the Arts,” for the many 
musicians and artists who are members (his 
arranger Ferde Grofe, was a Brother Mason 
from this Lodge as well).

Whiteman was a key figure in American 
popular music. While jazz purists accused 
him of diluting the character of early jazz 
music for more commercial purposes, less 
biased observers applauded the high polish 
and versatility of his orchestras, which had 
to be as comfortable in the concert hall as 
in a jazz club. Brother Whiteman’s orchestra 
was the first of its kind to achieve a national 
reputation, and its use of sophisticated 
musical arrangements and introduction 
of popular symphonic works (notably the 
“Rhapsody in Blue”) were important build-
ing blocks in the overall history and devel-
opment of American music.
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Oktoberfest
Featuring Live Music & Dancing by Muller 

Fasching and the Austrian Express

Saturday, October 20
5:30 pm Social

6:00 pm Dinner and Entertainment 

Members & Spouses  $20
Non-Member Guests $30

9th Annual 
Thanksgiving Feast

Celebrate the Spirit of Thanksgiving 
with the Scottish Rite

Thursday, November 22  
(Thanksgiving Day)

1:00 pm Social
2:00 pm Family Style Dinner

White Eagle Banquets
6938 Milwaukee Avenue

Niles, Illinois 

Adults $25
Children (Under 12) $12

Guys Night  
at the Rite
Thursday, October 11

6:00 pm Dinner • 7:00 pm Movie

Members & Prospective Members      $10

Join us for a casual guy’s night out and enjoy dinner and a 
movie in our Scottish Rite theatre, followed by a cigar on 
the patio or a round of pool in the game room. Prospective 
members of the Scottish Rite are welcome. 

 Upcoming Events  Upcoming Events 

“Shaken not Stirred”
A Black-tie Gala Event in Support 

of the Valley of Chicago’s Children’s 

Learning Center for Dyslexia

Dinner and Auction 
Saturday, October 13

Milestones
Join your Scottish Rite Brethren for  
a new program series of informative and 
illuminating programs that provides you  
with a road map of life’s journeys.

Life is a journey ~enjoy the ride!
• Career
• Family
• Health & Wellness
• Masonic Education & History
• Financial 

Programing information will be available 
in Echoes, the Valley of Chicago’s weekly 
ENews publication.
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Masonic Film 
Festival

Reserve Now!
www.ScottishRiteChicago.org

(800) 774-3467 

Scottish Rite Cathedral
383 E. Lake Street

Bloomingdale, Illinois 60108

Awards  
Night
Thursday, January 3

5:30 pm Social
6:00 pm Dinner & Recognition  

Assembly to Follow

Members & Guests $10

Reserve Now!
www.ScottishRiteChicago.org

(800) 774-3467

Join your Scottish Rite Brethren for the 
screening and discussion of a series of 
interesting films with Masonic themes.

A Milestones Event
For details, visit www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or 

see your weekly Echoes from the Valley of Chicago

Are You Receiving Your Weekly Dosage of  
Echoes From the Valley of Chicago?

Echoes is a Weekly Email Reminder of Upcoming Meetings,  
Family Programs, and Special Events

If you are not receiving Echoes, send an email to 
 editor@ScottishRiteChicago.org requesting to be added.

Adult Holiday Party
Join us for an evening of holiday joy as 

we celebrate the season of light!

Thursday, December 6
5:30 pm Social

6:00 pm Dinner & 
 Entertainment to Follow

Members & Guests        $10
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I’m very pleased to give  
my annual report in our new 
building.

For the past several years, 
our Cathedral Board has focused 
on shepherding us into our new 
home. Your board, consisting of: 
David Crosson, Tony Cracco, John 
Dowling, Wally Dunn, Alan Hubble, 
Noel Kalis, and Craig Stimpert as 
Directors at Large; and Johnathan 
Barnes, Andy Hassan, Karl Kalis, 
and Jerry Sparks as our fraternal 
directors, have worked hard to 
deliver on the promise of our build-
ing team. TVS Design, our archi-
tectural firm; Leopardo Construc-
tion, our general contractor; and 
Joel Jaffe of Core Project Manage-
ment Group delivered our building 
on budget and with a design that 
invokes the old and yet completely 
moves us into the 21st century.

Greg Klemm, our Executive 
Secretary, and Ed Witas, our Asst. 
Executive Secretary, head the office 
staff. Without them both, the move 
and build out of our new building 
would not have gone as smoothly 
as it did. Jesse Chariton has ably, 
under Greg’s direction, given life 
to our Library and Museum space. 
This is an ongoing process, but it 
is off to a great start. Ed produc-
es our magazine and has started 
the process of migrating informa-

Annual Report of the Scottish Rite Cathedral Association
William E. Tienken, President

The Committee is pleased 
to report that the financial 
health of the Association 

audited financial statements of the 
Association reflect total net assets 
of $75,142,078 as compared to 
total net assets of $74,991,208 as 
of July 31, 2010. Total securities, 
and $20,700,000 in property and 

Annual Report of the Finance Committee
Craig C. Stimpert, Chairman

tion to our web site. Our office staff, 
which includes Lee Bradley and Daryl  
Selock, continues to work through the 
final “punch list.” They deserve our 
appreciation for all that they do for us.

Andy Hassan served this past year 
as Chairman of our Executive Com-
mittee. As the Chairman of the four 
fraternal bodies that make up the 
executive committee, Andy was a 
model of consensus building and will 
be missed in that role. 

Noel Kalis, our House Chairman, 
and his many volunteers worked dili-
gently to help move us into this build-
ing. Noel’s background and expertise 
is a great asset to us as we move from 
building to maintaining our new home. 
Already Noel is helping to direct the 
minor improvements in the makeup 
and wardrobe areas that we need to 
produce our future reunions.

Finance Committee Chairman, 
Craig Stimpert and Board Treasurer 
Martin Starr, have worked hard to 
keep our finances and accounting in 
order. Our stated objective is to main-
tain a professionally managed endow-
ment that, if we live within our means, 
and with the support and attendance 
of our membership, will allow us to 
maintain both our building and our 
growing membership without future 
financial hardship.

The Finance Committee meets 
quarterly and each committee mem-

ber deserves our thanks for their 
time, stewardship, and profes-
sional commitment to the assets 
of our corporation. Our assets are 
currently being managed by Wil-
liam Blair and Company and The 
Northern Trust.

Once again, we have been well 
served by our legal team. Our board 
counsel David Martin and the Law 
firm of Stein Ray, have competently 
assisted in our defense and coun-
terclaims involving the ongoing liti-
gation with Legat Architects.

Without the support John Phil-
lips, our active member of the 
Supreme Council, and Larry Inglis 
our Active Emeritus, the Cathedral 
Board’s job would be much harder. 
I thank them both for their wisdom 
and friendship during this past year 
as President of the Board.

It has been my sincere honor 
and pleasure to serve as President 
of this esteemed Association, and I 

look forward 
to the oppor-
tunity to be of 
future service 
to our mem-
bers and our  
fraternity.

William E. Tienken
President

equipment at July 31, 2011. The mar-
ket value of the marketable securities 
at July 31, 2011 was approximately 
$56,848,000. As of April 30, 2012 the 
market value of the marketable secu-
rities was approximately $42,461,000. 
Property and equipment totaled 
$35,100,000 at April 30, 2012. 

The Association’s marketable 

securities continue to be prudently 
managed by our investment con-
sultants The Northern Trust and 
William Blair & Co. The portfolio 
consists of the General, Endow-
ment, Real Estate and Life Mem-
bership funds. The Association’s 
investment policy requires a bal-
anced portfolio between equities, 
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During the past five years, 
the reports of the House 
Committee Chairmen con-

sisted of a statement regarding 
the construction phase, the temp- 
orary office space in Woodfield, 
and the Valley’s inventory, equip-
ment and other furnishings being 
properly insured and under sealed 
storage.

It is my opportunity and privi-
lege to report that on December 
9, 2011 the process of moving 
into our new home commenced 
with the moving of all office prop-
erties from our temporary office 
in Woodfield to our new home in 
Bloomingdale. Shortly after began 
the moving of Wardrobe, Make-up, 
Library, Museum and our collec-
tion of artwork, documents, pho-
tographs and furnishings from the 
warehouse. They were then fol-
lowed by our stage items – drops, 
furnishings, and properties.

We are currently 98% moved in 
with a few items (piano and Lodge 
furniture) left to move to our new 
building.

The moving process spanned 
three hectic months and was com-
pleted in time four our Dedication 

Annual Report of the House Committee
Noel J. Kalis, Chairman

Ceremony and Inaugural Reunion on 
April 21 and 28, 2012. It might also be 
noted that during the months of Janu-
ary and February major construction 
was still taking place in the Theater 
area.

During this move in process, the 
delivery of our inventoried and stored 
items was but the mere beginning of 
a long and involved process of iden-
tifying and creating a systematic stor-
ing procedure for all of the aforemen-
tioned items. Volunteers from our own 
Valley accomplished all of this.

The following list of volunteers 
has helped in one or more areas 
during this crucial period.  Ill. Carl 
Anderson, MSA, 33°, Ill. Frank 
Lasick, Jr., MSA, 33°, Ill. Dwaine 
Churma, 33°, Ill. Marvin Selock,  
33°, Ill. Richard Salsbury, 33°, Ill. Wil-
liam Smith, MSA, 33°, Frank Wel-
ter, James Suchy, Anthony Weg-
ner, Daniel Slomiany, William Macak, 
Jesse Chariton, Stanley Smith, Frank 
Winans, MSA, Michael Ehle, Karl 
Kalis, Patrick Robins, Pat Moore, and 
Bart Kurela. On behalf of the House 
Committee, I thank these Brethren 
for all their work in the “Big Move” 
and their flexibility in assimilating our 
properties into our new facilities.

Noel J. Kalis
Chairman

Finance
(continued) 
fixed income obligations, money 
market investments and alterna-
tive investments. This Commit-
tee formally meets with our con-
sultants on a quarterly basis to 
review the performance of the 
portfolio, the allocation of invest-
ments compared to our invest-
ment policy and the recommen-
dations of our consultants. These 
results are then reported to the  
Board of Directors for consider-
ation and action. The Northern 

Trust continues to serve as the custo-
dian for our investments. 

The annual financial statements 
of the Association continue to be 
audited by an independent certified 
public accountant. Dennis Blevit & 
Company, Ltd., audited the July 31, 
2011 Association financial statements 
and issued an unqualified opinion on 
those statements. These statements 
are available for inspection during 
regular business hours at the Asso-
ciation’s business office. In addition 
the Association appoints an internal 
auditor to review monthly transac-

tions and report his findings to the 
board. I have been pleased to serve 
as such for the last two years. 

The Committee wishes to 
express its 
a p p re c i a -
tion for the 
opportunity  
to serve the 
A s s o c i a -
tion in this  
capacity. 

Craig C. Stimpert
Chairman

We would also like to thank our 
COO, Ill. Gregory Klemm, MSA, 
33°, for his leadership and our 
Office Staff for their assistance and 
support during the move-in period.

We shall be forever grateful to 
the Officers and Nobility of Medi-
nah Temple for opening their home 
to us these past five years in order 
that we might be able to continue 
our meetings and programs on a 
regularly scheduled basis.

 As we settle in to our new home, 
building and equipment mainte-
nance will become the major focus 
of the House Committee.

Lastly, the members of the 
House Committee would like to 
thank the Scottish Rite Cathedral 
Association of Chicago for the 
opportunity and high honor to serve 

the member-
ship of this 
e s t e e m e d 
Association.
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Annual Report of the Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfection
Karl P. Kalis, Thrice Potent Master

(continued)

I have the distinct honor and 
pleasure to come before you, 
as Thrice Potent Master of the 

Van Rensselaer Lodge of Perfec-
tion, for the Valley of Chicago, to 
reflect upon the past year. We have 
much to be thankful for in our Val-
ley. Let me touch on some of the 
highlights. This past year was one 
of great anticipation, as we were 
all waiting for our new Scottish 
Rite building to be completed, and 
the chance to experience our new 
home. 

We began with a wonderful 
weekend of brotherhood, fellow-
ship, and the opportunity to cre-
ate new Scottish Rite Masons, as 
we embarked upon a trip up to our 
neighbor just to the North of us, the 
Valley of Milwaukee, for our Spring 
2011 Reunion, back in May of last 
year. We have sincerely enjoyed the 
few times thus far that we have got-
ten together with our Brethren from 

I am grateful for the opportu-
nity to have served you and 
our valley as chairman of the 

Executive Committee and it has 
been a rewarding experience to 
work with the presiding officers; 
Thrice Potent Master, Karl Kalis; 
Sovereign Prince, Jerry Sparks; 
and Commander in Chief, Johna-
than E. Barnes.

This was a journey I will cher-
ish all of my life. To you, I say 
thank you. To those who gave so 
freely of their advice and coun-
sel, Active Member, Ill. John 
T. Phillips; Active Emeritus, Ill. 
Lawrence D. Inglis; President of  
the Board, Ill. William E. Tien-
ken; and Executive Secretary, Ill.  

Report of the Executive Committee
Ahmad M. “Andy” Hassan, 33°, Chairman

the Valley of Milwaukee, and look for-
ward to continuing this exchange with 
them in the future as well.

Last June saw the debut of a new 
and different type of event that took 
place on a meeting night. The Table 
Proceeding incorporated toasts, 
speeches and tributes, music and 
singing, and genuine brotherhood, 
fellowship, and good times together. It 
proved to be very successful and was 
well attended. This is something that 
we are looking forward to continuing in 
the future, as one is planned, and will 

be taking place for our July meeting,  
on July 19. Look for upcoming 
information about it, and make 
your reservation for the upcoming 
Table Proceeding. You will not want 
to miss this great evening!

After the summer activities and 
Back to the Rite, we prepared for 
our Fall 2011 Reunion in Washing-
ton, D.C. The Lodge of Perfection 
exemplified the 12th Degree, which 
has not been seen in the Valley for 
a number of years, at the October 
meeting. The Fall 2011 Reunion 
was the last “road trip” before the 
official opening of our new build-
ing. Some of the highlights of this 
trip included: The George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial, tours 
of the Capitol, and other historic 
places in our nation’s capital, with 
the the crown jewel being the tour 
of the breathtaking House of The 
Temple (the headquarters of the 
Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of  

Gregory R. Klemm. To them, I say 
thank you. To all chairman and their 
committees. The outstanding results 
we enjoyed come from your hard 
work and love for our Valley. To you, I 
say thank you.

Without a home, we were wel-
comed by our Medinah Brothers into 
their Shrine Center. We are so grate-
ful for their generosity. To them, I say 
thank you.

We went on amazing road trips 
together, from New Orleans to Mil-
waukee, Las Vegas, Nashville, and 
Washington DC. For this, I say thank 
you. I’m grateful for the dedication, 
perseverance and hard work of the 
Executive Committee, the Cathedral 
Board of Directors and the entire  

office staff. The combined efforts 
led us towards the successful 
completion of our building. For 
that, I say thank you.

In closing, let me leave you, my 
brethren, with these parting words: 
Our Valley is here for you, you must 
be here for our beloved Valley. To 

all, I extend my 
heartfelt grati-
tude. Thank 
you and may 
God bless and 
keep you.

Ahmad M.  
“Andy” Hassan

Chairman
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Annual Report of the Chicago Council, Princes of Jerusalem
Jerry D. Sparks, Sovereign Prince

(continued)

It has been my extreme pleasure 
and honor to be able to serve 
you as Sovereign Prince dur-

ing the past Masonic Year. I believe 
together we have influenced the 
cause of all Masonry, and Scottish 
Rite Masonry in particular in a posi-
tive manner. 

At the outset, I would thank 
Greg Klemm, MSA, 33°, and the 
office staff for the exceptional sup-
port they gave me during my first 
two tenuous months in office. I do 
not believe I would have been able 
to continue without them.

The year has had at least two 
events which I shall remember forever. 

The first was our trip to Wash-
ington and the visit to the George 
Washington Masonic Memorial and 
the House of the Temple. These 
two magnificent structures make 

 

Lodge
(continued) 
Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdic-
tion). This took place at the begin-
ning of November. On a more per-
sonal note: I became a proud father 
at the end of November, with the 
birth of my son Alan Everett Kalis. 
Brethren, I want to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart, for the 
many well wishes and congratula-
tions that were offered to both me 
and my wife Dawn on this most 
joyous occasion.

In January, we had the 
inaugural meeting in our 
new Scottish Rite building in 
Bloomingdale. The Lodge of  
Perfection presided, and we were 
honored to have with us, as a 
special guest speaker, the noted 
Masonic scholar and author, Dr. 
S. Brent Morris, 33rd Degree. 
Over these last few months we 
have enjoyed getting to know our 
new building better. Each time we 
enter, it seems like we discover 

something new. It is amazing how 
much of the old building has been 
incorporated into the new building. I  
like to call it “old wine in a new  
bottle.”

We had a very successful and 
well attended Grand Opening and 
Dedication Ceremony over the 
weekend of March 16 & 17, with 
the Grand Master and Sovereign 
Grand Commander in attendance. 
Last month we had the inaugu-
ral Spring 2012 Reunion in our new  
building, over the last two week-
ends in April. This was the “Illustri-
ous John Wm. McNaughton, 33rd 
Degree Class,” named in honor of our 
Sovereign Grand Commander of the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, for 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. 
The Lodge of Perfection exemplified 
the 4th Degree and the 14th Degree. 
That brings us up to the present. At 
this time there are various groups 
and brethren I would like to acknowl-
edge and thank. First and foremost, 
I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank my officers in the Lodge 
of Perfection, for all of your sup-
port, hard work, and dedication. 
I would like to thank my fellow 
presiding officers: Jerry, Andy, 
and Johnathan; and to Jim and  
Daryl, with whom I have started 
to work together for the upcoming 
year (in addition to Jerry as 
well). I would like to thank 
 the Directors of the Scottish Rite 
Cathedral Association Board, with 
whom I have worked this past year. 
When it seemed as if we could not 
see the light at the end of the tunnel 
with the new building project, we 
now have the finished product; our 
new home, our beautiful new build-
ing. I would be remiss if I did not 
thank our office staff for all of their 
support and dedication. Finally, I 
would also like to thank the various 
committees, and other “behind the 
scenes” individuals for all they do 
for our Valley. Brethren, thank you 
for making this past year, one that 
was rewarding and memorable. 

any Brother proud to be a Mason, 
and to be a part of our glorious heri-
tage. The next event, of course, was 
the dedication of our new and spec-
tacular facility. I personally believe our 
Cathedral ranks as one of the premier 
Masonic Facilities in the World.

In a survey taken by the Valley 
several years ago, Masonic education 
and research received a high mark 
for what our members desired. This 

year, we have had eight Brethren 
complete the Master Craftsman 
Program, and have approximately 
another 25 Brethren enrolled, who 
are in various stages of comple-
tion. We currently have four Breth-
ren enrolled in Part II Program. We 
will continue our tuition reimburse-
ment program for another year, 
and hopefully elevate our collective 
Masonic knowledge and learning 
to greater heights. I would hope 
the Valley could resurrect the Scot-
tish Rite College as was lead by 
Harold Spellman, MSA, in the past, 
and was received with tremendous 
support. I believe we have a nucle-
us of Brethren who are interested, 
and will support such a program. 
I would welcome your comments, 
or thoughts about how the Valley 
should proceed with this matter.
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Annual Report of the Gourgas Chapter of Rose Croix
Ahmad M. “Andy” Hassan, 33°, Most Wise Master

Annual Report of Oriental Consistory
Johnathan E. Barnes, 33°, Commander-in-Chief

Serving you and our Valley as 
Most Wise Master has been 
both a privilege and an honor 

that I will forever carry in my heart. 
I am grateful for the dedication and 
support of the officers of the Gor-
gas Chapter of Rose Croix. These 
individuals made our Valley proud 
with their outstanding performance 
of the Feast of the Pascal Lamb 
and the Eighteenth Degree. For 
that, I say thank you.

Our building is now complete 
and we are home. We celebrated 
our grand opening, the place-
ment of the corner stone by the 
Grand Lodge, the Feast of the 
Pascal Lamb, a reunion which 
introduced 130 new members to 
our Valley. This has been accom-

Consistory officers that I have had 
the honor of serving with for the last 
twelve years. 

(continued)

This will constitute my report 
for the fraternal year 2011-
2012.  I would like to thank 

my fellow members of the Execu-
tive Committee for their hard work 
and friendship over the past year. 
I would also like to thank John 
Phillips and Larry Inglis for their 
friendship and guidance. Thanks to 
the office staff for their dedicated 
service to the Valley by ensuring 
the success of our activities. And 
finally, my deepest thanks to the 

One year ago I gave my annual 
report saying: “The next year will 
be a most exciting one for the Val-
ley of Chicago.” And what a year 
it has been! Last October we wel-
comed my good friend, Ill. Robert 
Davis, 33°. He gave an outstanding 
presentation on the Scottish Rite  
journey, and how education is 
accomplished using the tools of 
the Scottish Rite to form a “Mason-
ic University”. Bob manages the 
Master Craftsman program for 

plished with inspiration, convenience, 
and enjoyment for all. For this, I am  
thankful.

In closing, allow me to share this 
poem with you:

God make my life a little light,
Within the world to glow, --
A tiny flame that burneth bright,
Wherever I may go.

God make my life a little flower,
That giveth joy to all; --
Content to bloom in native   

 bower
Although its place be small.

God make my life a little song,
That comforteth the sad;
That helpeth others to be strong,
And makes the singer glad.

God make my life a little staff
Whereon the weak may rest, --
That so what health and   

 strength I have
May serve my brethren best.

To all, I extend my heartfelt 
gratitude. Thank you and may God 
bless and keep you.

Council
(continued)

It has also been my honor to 
serve with my fellow presiding offi-
cers under the leadership of Andy 
M. Hassan, 33°, on the Executive 
Committee. We have all tried to put 

the interest of the Valley of Chicago 
and Masonry ahead of any personal 
agendas. 

Finally, I would like to thank all my 
officers for the tremendous support 
they have given me during the past 
year. In particular, I would like to thank 

John D. Revere, MSA, 33°, and J. 
Kenneth Ludwig for their allegiance 
to and support of me personally. 

I believe Masonry is on the 
verge of a renaissance, and thank-
fully we can all be part of it.
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Consistory
(continued)
the Southern Jurisdiction, and I  
encourage you to take up our Sov-
ereign Prince on the offer of enroll-
ing in this excellent educational 
program to perfect your respective 
Ashlars.

Our reunion last fall was magnif-
icent. We went on the road one last 
time to our nation’s capital. Many of 
us already have good friends in the 
DC area from Masonic Week every 
February. The degree work was 
first rate. The tours of the House of 
the Temple and the George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial were 
jaw-dropping. What better way to 
celebrate Freemasonry in Ameri-
ca’s most International City than 
to have Illinois’ most International 
Mason, Howard Graff, 33°, as the 
honoree? It was a complete delight 
to honor Howie, who is a great 
mason and a great friend.

Ill. Sean Graystone, 33° came 
to Chicago for our March meeting. 
His knowledge of Scottish Rite ritu-
als and historical underpinnings is 
unmatched. I particularly enjoyed 
hearing about the early Scottish 
Rite experimentations of Brother 
Dalcho. Needless to say it was a 
fantastic evening to celebrate my 
36th birthday. Cigars and friends 
were the icing.

The Grand Opening was a 
proper celebration to open activ-
ity on this wonderful edifice. It was 
my pleasure to assist the Grand 
Master in the Masonic dedication 
ceremony. 

The most important thing we 
do as a valley is a Reunion. That 
makes the Inaugural Reunion in 
Bloomingdale perhaps the most 
important Scottish Rite event in 
which I have participated. We 
expected there might be some 
technical problems for the maiden 
voyage on this stage. However, 
due to the relentless work ethic of 
Scottish Rite technical volunteers, 
the degrees were perfect! The 
casts did yeoman’s work to great 

dramatic effect. We performed a large 
number of degrees to take full advan-
tage of our new home and to allow 
brethren the opportunity to get their 
passports completed. Special thanks 
go to Men in Brotherhood Lodge 
and Oriental Lodge for “adopting” a 
degree for the reunion. I hope our new 
Scottish Rite brethren enjoy their pho-
to of being knighted to the 32°, and 
I equally hope that they become an 
active part of valley activities.

I now call attention to two groups 
of brethren in the valley who have 
been laboring extensively for the last 
several months. The St. Andrews 
Society and the Ancient Craft Degree 
Team have reignited interest in a sig-
nificant segment of the Valley of Chi-
cago. Joe Santisteban and Omar Ali, 
with their teams, have done outstand-
ing work for Freemasonry and have 
been far more successful than I ever 
could have imagined. Joe and Omar: 
great work, please keep it up. 

Meeting in our own building the 
last 5 months has been a very special 
treat. What I like most about our new 
home is the melding of old and new. 
The artwork and sconces allow us to 
easily recall a previous era in the city 
as we move forward into the still new 
territory of this 21st century. 

While I am reminiscing on the past, 
I want to recall some of those spe-
cial Scottish Rite Brothers who were 
unable to complete the journey with 
us. They built the Valley of Chicago 
into more than just an edifice. By 
uttering their names in this new Grand 
Preceptory, it is my hope that they 
thereby achieve a piece of immortality 
in the minds of Chicago Scottish Rite 
Brethren. 

I must begin with the name of 
Charles Rabishaw. Chuck appointed 
me to the line in the Consistory and is 
most responsible for my sojourn as an 
officer in the Valley of Chicago. Chuck 
was a dear friend, whom I once asked 
if he would present me with my jewel 
when I left office as Commander-in-
Chief. He said, “Lord willing and the 
creek don’t rise.” The Grand Architect 

had a different plan. I was even 
closer to his brother, Jim Rabishaw. 
Jim was a personality who lit up 
our valley. He had a very unique-- 
some might say twisted-- sense of 
humor. Jim paid me what I consid-
er my highest compliment when he 
asked me if I had ever considered 
becoming Jewish. I joined the Val-
ley in the William Capodonno class 
in 1998. Bill was secretary of my 
lodge for 20 years and looked after 
the Valley’s library.  

There are a number of impor-
tant brethren who are not now 
here to fill this hall, who should be. 
Riddell Kelsey, Bob Miller, Harry 
Strouse, Rev. Bill Deutsch, Steve 
Klos, Fred Kohler, Rick Van Cura, 
Norm Marose, Mohsen Modaressi, 
George Smith, George Niemann, 
Bjorn Skaalerud, Harold Spelman, 
Harry Brahmstadt, Nick Smith, 
George Atwood, and that great 
Masonic Titan, Bill Bissen. What an 
outstanding group of men from the 
last several years; what an ever-
lasting legacy they have provided 
this Valley.

I am now addressing the future 
Valley of Chicago. Eddie Witas, 
Kyle Bieneman, Matt Robinson, 
Antwane Lee, Jeff Henson, Drew 
Keppy, Omar Ali, Reuben Owens, 
Reggie Johnson, Patrick Robin, 
and Jesse Chariton-- you repre-
sent the next generation of Scot-
tish Rite Mason. You, and dozens 
of other “up and coming” Masons 
like you, will be the standard bear-
ers for the Valley of Chicago into 
the lion’s share of the 21st century. 
You will be the difference between 
our valley being preeminent in the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction or 
merely pedestrian. You have been 
passed the most amazing Masonic 
Baton in the history of Illinois Free-
masonry. Like the Olympic torch 
now winding its way from Athens 
to London, it must be carried the 
full distance. One day soon you will 
take full possession of the Baton. It 
falls to you to run with it.
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On April 5, 2012, the Scottish Rite 
Valley of Chicago’s support of 
the Illinois Fatherhood Initiative 

continued as our members and guests gath-
ered in the library before the Feast of the 
Paschal Lamb to read and judge hundreds 
of essays submitted by children from across 
Chicagoland. The Illinois Fatherhood 
Initiative, founded by David A. Hirsh, is 
the country’s first state-wide nonprofit 
fatherhood organization, whose mission 
is connecting children and fathers by pro-
moting responsible fathering and helping 
to equip men to become better fathers and 
father-figures.

The Valley of Chicago thanks the 
named members and guests at right  for 
their support of this laudable program and 
for their work as readers and essay judges, 
along with a very special thank you to Noel 
J. Kalis MSA, 33°, for his efforts in coordi-
nating the program.    

Support of the Illinois Fatherhood  
Initiate Continues

By Alan M. Hubble 

Humanitarian and charitable causes 
are a core value of every Mason. 
It should therefore be no surprise 

that the Valley of Chicago has been one of 
the longest running participants in the Chi-
cago version of “Bike MS”. 

This annual event is the premier fun-
draising cycling series in the nation, orga-
nized by the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. Held on June 23rd and 24th this 
past summer, between 2,800 and 3,000 
bike riders road their bikes for one or both 
days to raise money to help end multiple 
sclerosis. And for 30 consecutive years the 
Valley of Chicago has sponsored a bike team 
and for 29 consecutive years, provided vol-
unteers for a Rest Stop for both days of the 
Chicago event.

Multiple sclerosis (or MS) is a chronic, 
often disabling disease that attacks the 
central nervous system (CNS), which 
is made up of the brain, spinal cord, and 
optic nerves. Symptoms may be mild, such 
as numbness in the limbs, or severe, such 
as paralysis or loss of vision. The National 
MS Society offers an extensive variety of 
programs, services and resources for people 

Bike MS: Tour de Farms 2012

living with MS, including family members, 
caregivers and other members of their sup-
port systems. 

We are proud to support the efforts of 
the Society and plan to continue to spon-
sor teams and provide volunteers for years 
to come.

 Deondre Bedgood   
 Raymond T. Burkhardt    

 John Day
 Michael E. Ehle  
 Ahmad M. “Andy” Hassan, 33°
 Jeffery T. Henson
 Darrell Hill 
 Reginald V. Johnson 
 Noel J. Kalis MSA, 33°
 Ginny Kalis
 Carol Kaufman
 Fred S. Kaufman
 Loren Kaufman
 Bill LaVigne
 James E. McKinnon, 33°
 Lori McKinnon
 James H. Oehler MSA, 33°
 Richard B. Pugh
 John Riggs
 J. Robert Stockner, 33°
 Pat Stockner   

  Frank H. Welter, Sr.

Reporting Period:  May 16, 2012 to 
August 15, 2012

William H. Abbey
Samuel Altshuler

Ralph E. Balgemann
Gerald W. Dauwalder

David L. Doyle
Robert T. Fischer
Robert B. Green
Donald D. Hall

Andrew N. Hendricks
Oscar A. Johnson

Edward L. Kuzanek
Jerome D. Lewis
Frank R. Nasca

Marc A. Pomerantz
Dale R. Ryerson
Charles J. Sauer

Richard C. Schirmer
Kenneth E. Smith
Eugene R. Tronvig

Hunt H. Unger
Gene A. White

Eternal  
Refreshment

We mourn the passing of the 
following Brethren who were 

called into eternal refreshment  
in the Paradise of God.
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Columbus Day
Learning Center 
Gala

Halloween

Guys Night at 
the Rite

Oktoberfest 
Celebration
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October 2012

For reservations or more information about our events, please visit us online 
at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or call (800) 774-3467
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Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago
Fall 2012 Activities & Events

NOVember 2012
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Fall Reunion

Thanksgiving 
Celebration

Office Closed

Fall Reunion

Office Closed

Fall Reunion
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Oktoberfest
Featuring Live Music & 

Dancing by Muller Fasching 
and the Austrian Express

Saturday, October 20
5:30 pm Social 

6:00 pm Dinner and 
Entertainment 

Members & Spouses   $20
Non-Member Guests   $30

Guys Night at the Rite
Thursday, October 11

6:00 pm Dinner
7:00 pm Movie

Members & Prospective 
Members       $10

Join us for a casual guy’s night 
out and enjoy dinner and a movie 
in our Scottish Rite theatre, 
followed by a cigar on the patio 
or a round of pool in the game 
room. Prospective members of 
the Scottish Rite are welcome. 

9th Annual  
Thanksgiving Feast
Celebrate the Spirit of 
Thanksgiving with the 

Scottish Rite
Thursday, November 22 

(Thanksgiving Day)
1:00 pm Social

2:00 pm Family Style Dinner

White Eagle Banquets 
6938 Milwaukee Avenue 

Niles, Illinois 
Adults $25 
Children (Under 12)   $12



Adult Holiday Party
Join us for an evening of 

holiday joy as we celebrate 
the season of light!

Thursday, December 6
5:30 pm Social

6:00 pm Dinner & 
 Entertainment to Follow

Members & Guests        $10

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Christmas Day 
Office Closed

Adult Holiday 
Party

S U N DAY MONDAY T U E S D AY W E D N E S D AY T H U R S D AY F R I D AY S AT U R D AY

DECember 2012

For reservations or more information about our events, please visit us online  
at www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or call (800) 774-3467

Scottish Rite Valley of Chicago
Fall 2012 Activities & Events

january 2013
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Indoor Golf Event

Martin Luther 
King Day

New Year’s Day Awards Night
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3130 New Year’s 
Eve 

Office Closed

Christmas  
Eve

Office Closed

Are You Receiving Your 
Weekly Dosage of  
Echoes From the  

Valley of Chicago?
Echoes is a Weekly Email Reminder of 

Upcoming Meetings, Family Programs  
and Special Events

If you are not receiving Echoes, send an email 
to editor@ScottishRiteChicago.org  

requesting to be added.

Awards 
Night

Thursday, January 3
5:30 pm Social

6:00 pm Dinner & 
Recognition Assembly  

to Follow
Members & Guests $10

Enjoy the Benefits of Membership in the 
Valley of Chicago Online at

www.ScottishRiteChicago.org
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 At Refreshment

Upcoming Features

• Review of the 2012 Fall Reunion Ceremonies  
 and New Member Joining Opportunity

• Meet Our Newest Thirty-third Degree Nominees

• Masonic Composers

• Learning Center News

How many different Coordinate 
Bodies make up the Scottish Rite?

A. Zero
B. One
C. Two
D. Three
E. Four

What type of bird is depicted in 
the center of the compasses in 
an emblem of a Chapter of Rose 
Croix?

F. Robin
G. Blue Jay
H. Pelican
I. Flamingo
J. Cardinal

According to the lessons taught in 
the Council Degrees, what has the 
strongest sway over man?

K. Wealth
L. Wine
M. Women
N. Kings
O. Truth

The presiding officer of the Lodge 
of Perfection is the ______________

P. Thrice Potent Master
Q. Sovereign Prince
R. Most Wise Master
S. Commander-in-Chief

T. Active Member of the Supreme  
 Council

It’s Riddle Time!
Your Task: Correctly answer each of the four questions below. Then, use each of the four letters 
that correspond with the correct answers to unscramble the word that best answers the following 
question:

What does every Scottish Rite Freemason, most especially Constans, learn to place  
in the Supreme Architect of the Universe?

Answer: 

____________________________

Email your response to  
puzzles@ScottishRiteChicago.org, 
or phone your response to (800) 
774-3467. Good Luck!



Scottish Rite Bodies—Valley of Chicago  PERIODICALS
383 E. Lake Street

Bloomingdale, Illinois 60108

For details visit www.ScottishRiteChicago.org or call (800) 774-3467. 

2012 Fall Reunion & 
New Member Joining 

Opportunity
November 1 through November 3

Join us as we celebrate the 200th Anniversary 
of the Scottish Rite with Special Guests from 

the Valleys of Detroit and New Orleans

Details Inside


